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Cuba accuses U.S. of stealing millions 

^werfnr rtS fT J? e United States will have to 
answer for the theft 0 f hundreds of millions of dollars 

t mgres ,. 10 *6 Uniled States, the 
president of the Cuban parliament said Ricardo Alar- 

“L?i n n a s^ VlS n n news Friday that 

more than S400 million taken from Cuba later “reap- 
peared in Miami shortly after President Fidel Cas- 
ino s assumption of power. He said the theft had 
become political because the people who took the 
money ^ have become an essential element of U.S. 
policy, namely last year's tightening of the U.S. 
embargo on the island. Mr. Alarcon also showed 
viewers a law — passed by parliament Dec. 24- 
designed to counter the Helms-Buiton legislation that 
seeks to toughen the 34-year-old U.S. trade embargo, 
billion today. 
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Khaddam due in Tehran toc:?.\r 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Syrian Vice President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam is expected in Tehran on Sunday with a heavy- 
weight political and economic delegation, a spokesman 
for the president’s office said here The visit of Mr. Khad- 
dam and Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa 
conies amid a wave of Iranian press criticism of per- 
ceived anti-Iranian stances adopted by Damascus. Syria, 
Iran's strategic ally in the Middle East, joined Egypt and 
six Gulf Arab countries meeting in Cairo last week to crit- 
icise Iran for its deployment of ground-ro-ground mis- 
siles on three Gulf islands under Iranian control but also 
claimed by the United Arab Emirates (U AE).The signa- 
tories to the so-called Damascus Declaration affirmed 
the UAE’s right to the sovereignty of Abu Musa, Greater 
Tunb and Lesser Tunb and urged Iran to end its ■‘occu- 
pation” of the islands. 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


King, Mubarak 
exchange views; 
Kabariti visits 
Gaza today 

AMMAN IJ.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Saturday made a phonecall 
to Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and 
reviewed with him the lat- 
est developments in the 
peace process, particularly 
die Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations. President 
Mubarak briefed the King 
on the Egypti an- American- 
Palestinian meeting which 
was held in Cairo earlier in 
the day. A senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said mean- 
while that Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti 
would meet Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Sunday in self-ruled Gaza. 
Mr. Kabariti will visit Gaza 
“to hold talks with Arafat 
over the latest develop- 
ments in PLO-Israel talks,” 
Arafat adviser Nabii Abu 
Rdainah told Reuters. “This 
is part of the Jordanian- 
Egyptian-Palestmian con- 
sultation on the peace 
process.” he said. 

Kabariti visits 
industrial units 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Saturday toured 
A1 Zay Readywear factory 
in Russeifa area where he 
was briefed by its chair- 
man, Nadim Muasher, on 
the project. Mr. Kabariti 
also visited the Jordan Steel 
factory ar A1 Hashimyeh 
area in Zarqa Govemoraie 
and was briefed by the 
chairman of the board of 
directors of the company, 
Mudar Badran, on the 
export-oriented activities of 
the firm. 

Hizbollah bomb 
wounds SLA man 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
A militiaman of the Israeli- 
allied South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) was wounded in a 
roadside bombing by 
Hizbollah guerrillas on Sat- 
urday. as Lebanese authori- 
ties pursued efforts to ease 
tensions after a recent esca- 
lation of violence in the 
region. The SLA-Run 
Voice of the South radio 
station said the militiaman 
was slightly injured when 
the bomb blew up on a road 
leading to the village of 
Kouroum AJ Aiz in Israel’s 
self-declared “security 
zone.” A spokesman for the 
Iranian-backed Hizbollah 
in Beirut said a squad from 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hizbollah’s 
military wing, detonated 
the charge against an SLA 
military' jeep, “killing and 
wounding all its crew mem- 
bers.” In retaliation, Israeli 
and SLA gunners bombard- 
ed locations on the other 
side of the border, he told 
AFP. 

Polls results void 
in Kuwait district 

KUWAIT ( AP) — The con- 
stitutional court on Satur- 
day annulled the results of 
the Oct. 7 parliament elec- 
tion in one district and 
ordered new balloting. The 
court ailing came on a 
complaint by Saadoun A1 
Otaibi, who came in third in 
the district, thus losing a 
bid for one of the two seats 
in the tribal Ahmadi district 
south of Kuwait City. He 
claimed more than 100 
ineligible voters had cast 
their ballots for the two 
winners. Walid Jari and 
Khaled Adwa. The court 
ordered new balloting for 
the three candidates. No 
date has yet been set for the 
new election. All three of 
the contenders are Muslim 
fundamentalists, so the 
results of the new polling 
should not affect the make- 
up of the 50-seat House. 


Mediterranean Charter 
is adopted in Madrid 

Document represents non-governmental 
organisations ' efforts to strengthen moves 
to achieve closer Euro-Med integration 


From Ayman AI Safadi 
in Madrid 

THE MEDITERRANEAN 
Charter Group on Satur- 
day adopted the Mediter- 
ranean Charter which 
defines concepts and instru- 
ments for achieving closer 
cooperation and integration 
between Europe and the 
countries of the Mediter- 
ranean basin and allows for 
the establishment of the 
Mediterranean Charter 
Organisation to follow up 
on achieving the goals of 
the charter. 

The adoption of the char- 
ter represents the culmina- 
tion of five years of work 
by the Mediterranean 
Group to enhance and insti- 
tutionalise Euro-Mediter- 
ranean relations within a 
framework that recognises 
the sovereignty and unique- 
ness of individual states 
and stresses the mutual 
benefits for both Europe 
and Mediterranean in forg- 
ing stronger and institution- 


al cooperation. 

The Mediterranean Group 
is made up of non-govern- 
mental organisations that 
aim at cementing official 
efforts by Europe and 
Mediterranean states to 
achieve closer integration 
by stressing the need for 
this integration and pushing 
for it od a non-govemmen- 
zal level. 

In a keynote address to 
the meeting which adopted 
the charter. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hass an on Friday praised 
the efforts of the group, 
which, he said, are 
required by the inter-con- 
nectedness and inter-depen- 
dence of security and 
development in both 
Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean region. 

The Prince stressed the 
importance of inter-cultural . 
dialogue and the need to 
develop strong economic 
and cultural ties between 
Europe and its southern 
neighbours. 


The charter identifies 
concepts and means of 
enhancing cooperation 
between the two regions in 
the areas of human rights, 
education, economic devel- 
opment. debt reduction, 
peace-building and techno- 
logical and industrial coop- 
eration. 

“(The adoption of the 
charter) is a commitment to 
tolerance, a commitment to 
coexistence among peoples 
who think differently," 
President of the Parliamen- 
tary Assembly at the Organ- 
isation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
Javier Ruperez said after 
the charter was signed by 
representatives of non-gov- 
ernmenral organisations in 
Europe and the Mediter- 
ranean Basin. 

“It is a rejection of the 
Huntington Theory” which 
propagates the inevitability 
of civilisational conflict 
between the West and 
Islam, Mr. Ruperez told the 
Jordan Times. 


Ross says negotiations are 
now on non-Hebron issues 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
U.S. envoy to the Middle 
East said on Saturday the 
Israeli and Palestinian sides 
had “basically” resolved the 
issue of Israel’s withdrawal 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron but that other prob- 
lems remained. 

Middle East peace media- 
tor Dennis Ross said he told 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak during their meet- 
ing earlier in the day that “we 
basically have resolved the 
Hebron issue.” ■ 

■ “We achieved a great deal 
of progress.-but we have not 
overcome all the differences 
yet,” Mr. Ross told reporters 
before leaving to the foreign 
ministry. 

U.S. officials say Mr. Ross 
has all but sewn up the 
Hebron part of the deal but 
that Palestinians have turned 
down a U.S. compromise 
date of 1998 for completing 
further West Bank with- 
drawals. 

“We are working with the 
two sides to see if we can 
find and develop the kind of 
common ground that would 
permit us to come to a con- 
clusion,” said Mr. Ross. 

“We made a lot of progress 
on the Hebron issues and we 
still have gaps on some of the 
non-Hebron issues,” he said. 

Palestinian-Israeli talks on 
an Israeli pullout from SO per 
cent of Hebron have been 
deadlocked over the Pales- 
tinians’ insistence that Israel 
adhere to a 1995 interim 
peace deal that requires with- 
drawal from various other 
parts of the West Bank by' 
September 1997. Israel 
rejects the demand. 

Mr. Mubarak has just 
ended a separate meeting 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, who arrived in 
Cairo on Saturday, before the 
arrival of Mr. Ross at the 
presidential palace. 

Mr. Arafat, who left for 
Gaza after the meeting, pays 
regular visits to Egypt to 
brief Mr. Mubarak on latest 
developments in the peace 
talks. 

Mr. Ross is also expected 


Majority of Israeli ministers 
oppose Hebron deal — report 

A MAJORITY OF Israeli ministers are not in 
favour of carrying out troop redeployments 
from the West Bank in line with signed autono- 
my accords, military radio said Saturday. The 
radio said 10 ministers were against the pull- 
back compared to eight in favour. Internal Secu- 
rity Minister Avigdor Kahalani said the with- 


drawal, due to be completed in three stages by 
Sept 7 of this year under accords signed 
between Israel ana the Palestinians, would be 
<( suiddal for IsraeL” 


to meet a Palestinian senior 
official Saeb Erakai in a bid 
ro overcome remaining dif- 
ferences between the Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

The Palestinians and 
Israelis admit the problem 
now has less to do with 
Hebron than with three fur- 
ther transfers of West Bank 
areas to Palestinian control. 

When Mr. Ross was asked 
whether he would meet Mr. 
Arafat in Gaza he said no 
time has been set but added 
he expected to see the Pales- 
tinian - leader “at some 
point.” 

Mr. Ross was to return to 
Israel after his visit to Cairo. 

Later on Saturday, a meet- 
ing between Mr. Mubarak, 
Mr. Ross. Palestinian nego- 
tiator Erakat, Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa and 
Mubarak advisor Osama Al 
Baz got underway at the for- 
eign ministry. 

Mr. Ross, who left the 
meeting after an hour, appar- 
ently to contact Israeli offi- 
cials, told reporters: “We are 
trying to bridge up the gap, 
and we have not reached 
enough common ground 
yet.” 

Mr. Baz said: “Our goal 
and task is to narrow the gap 
in the position of the parties 
with the aim of reaching an 
agreement without delay.” 

Before the start of the talks, 
Mn Musa met separately 
with Mr. Erakat about the 
obstacles to an accord, while 
his political adviser Nabii 
Fahmi held discussions with 
Mr. Ross about the U.S, 


efforts io bring the' Pales- 
tinian and Israeli sides 
together. 

Mr. Erakat told AFP: “We 
completely rejected the U.S. 
suggestion for an Israeli 
military redeployment in the 
West Bank to be completed 
in 1998 and we stressed 
that the accords be imple- 
mented to the letter.” 

Mr. Arafat accused Israel 
on Friday of “sabotaging the 
peace process" by demand- 
ing the two-year delay to 
complete military withdraw- 
al from the West Bank. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu tele- 
phoned Mr. Mubarak on 
Friday to discuss the blocked 
Hebron talks. 

“The discussion occurred 
in a positive atmosphere, and 
the Israeli prime minister 
promised President Mubarak 
that he would work to give 
a fresh impetus to the peace 
process,” according to the 
Egyptian government daily 
Al Ahram. 

Hebron talks stalled this 
week over Palestinian insis- 
tence that Mr. Netanyahu 
respect the already agreed 
upon timetable for the 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from most of the West Bank. 

They rejected Mr. 
Netanyahu’s proposal of a 
delay until May 1999 — 
when the two sides are due to 
complete a final stage of 
negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace settlement — and 
also turned down a compro- 
mise of late 1996 put for- 
ward by Mr. Ross. 


According to senior 
members of the European 
Parliament the signing of 
the charter reflects the 
European conviction that 
real security cannot be 
achieved by ensuring it 
only within the borders of 
member countries of the 
European Union (EU). 

“The EU was created to 
preserve peace but it is not 
enough to achieve peace 
within Europe’s borders," 
Vice President of the 
Europarliament Jose Martia 
Gil Roblies said. Peace 
must be strengthened and 
preserved in Europe's 
neighbours “in the political, 
geographic and cultural 
Mediterranean basin,” he 
said. 

The establishment of the 
Mediterranean Charter 
Organisation and the adop- 
tion of the charter represent 
a strong articulation of foe 
need for Europe and the 
Mediterranean basin coun- 

( Continued tin page 7) 

Lebanon seeks 
to strengthen 
economic ties 
with Syria 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
is seeking to develop eco- 
nomic ties and boost its trade 
balance with Syria, which 
exerts a powerful political 
influence over its smaller 
southern neighbour, officials 
said on Saturday. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri said on Satur- 
day there was a “need to 
clear obstacles hindering 
trade in order to benefit both 
countries," the official 
Lebanese agency ANI 
reported. 

Mr. Hariri was speaking 
during a meeting with his 
Syrian counterpart Mah- 
moud Al Zoubi under the 
auspices of the Lebanese 
Syrian coordination commit- 
tee which is in session this 
weekend. 

Mr. Zoubi said he hoped 
tbe meeting would lead to 
development of economic 
and trade relations “in a 
manner which guarantees 
the interests of both coun- 
tries” 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon, and has 
35,000 soldiers and thou- 
sands of security agents in 
the country, while thousands 
of Syrians also travel to 
Lebanon every day to work 
or to shop. 

Lebanon and Syria are due 
on Sunday to sign two 
accords — one on invest- 
ment guarantees and another 
on eliminating double taxa- 
tion, according to a 
Lebanese source. 

But other issues are also 
expected to be raised during 
meetings of the commiuee. 
which also includes minis- 
ters from both countries for 
the economy, resources, 
transport and agriculture. 

“There are certain unre- 
solved points regarding 
Lebanese interests in the 
field of transport, industry, 
trade and customs ... there 
are some cases which will 
have an impact on the econ- 
omy of Lebanon,” said 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday receives His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan upon the latter's return home from a visit to Spain (Petra photo) 

Crown Prince Hassan returns after 
’extremely successful* visit to Spain 


From Ayman Al Safadi 
in Madrid 

THEIR ROYAL High- 
nessess Crown Prince Has- 
san and Princess Sarvath 
returned home Saturday 
after a two-day working 
trip to the Spanish capital 
which had the double pur- 
pose of discussing bilateral 
relations and Euro-Mediter- 
ranean cooperation. 

Promotion of cooperation 
between Europe and the 
political, cultural and geo- 
graphic Mediterranean 
Basin within an institution- 
alised regional framework 
was the overriding theme in 
the talks which Prince Has- 
san held with Spanish 
Prime Minister Jose Maria 
Aznar and other officials as 
well as the remarks he 
made during meetings with 
representatives of Spanish 
non-governmental organi- 
sations. 

Prince Hassan, who 
described as “extremely 
successful” the talks he 
held here, also received the 
1995 Science and Society 
Prize from the Spanish Sci- 
ence and Society Institute 
in recognition of bis efforts 
in promoting inter-cultural 
dialogue, peace-building 
and foe development of a 
new humanitarian order, 
also opened the Mediter- 


ranean Charter Group con- 
vention that on Saturday 
adopted foe Mediterranean 
Charter which emphasises 
further cooperation and 
integration between Europe 
and foe Mediterranean (see 
separate story). 

In his address to foe meet- 
ing, Prince Hassan stressed 
foe mutual benefit that 
Europe and foe Mediter- 
ranean Basin countries can 
achieve through closer eco- 
nomic, cultural and politi- 
cal cooperation. 

The Prince urged defin- 
ing foe Mediterranean 
Basin in foe broader politi- 
cal, cultural and geographic 
sense to include foe Gulf 
region as a natural exten- 
sion of the southern 
Mediterranean. Prince Has- 
san said that foe process of 
Euro-Mediterranean con- 
vergence and association 
can significantly contribute 
to foe security and prosper- 
ity of the Middle East and 
North Africa region, stress- 
ing the social and economic 
dimensions of security. 

During a meeting with 
Arab ambassadors to Spain 
Saturday, Prince Hassan 
pointed to the need to 
address foe West in a mod- 
ern language that incorpo- 
rates Arab values and tradi- 
tions. 

Citing foe dialogue on 


human rights as an exam- 
ple, the Prince said the 
Arabs should steer the dia- 
logue to their benefit by 
working to broaden human 
rights definition to include, 
cultural, historical and reli- 
gious rights. 

The Prince discussed with 
foe ambassadors develop- 
ments in the Arab World, 
foe peace process. Spanish- 
Arab relations and 
reviewed foe Euro-Mediter- 
ranean dialogue since the 
adoption of the Barcelona 
Declaration in 1995. 

The Prince stressed the 
pivotal role Spain can play 
in this dialogue as a bridge 
between foe southern 
Mediterranean and Europe. 

The Crown Prince, who 
also met with representa- 
tives of foe Jordanian com- 
munity in Spain, told Span- 
ish Canal Plus Television 
that Jordan continues to 
strive towards achieving 
more democratisation and 
openness. 

In response to a question 
Prince Hassan said that the 
demonstration Jordanian 
opposition held to protest 
foe holding of an Israeli 
trade fair in Amman last 
week reflects the frustration 
of foe Arab people at foe 
lack of progress in the 

( Continued on page 7) ; 


Kabariti and Aziz meet tomorrow 
on sanctions and bilateral issues 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Iraq would discuss means 
to lift the more than six- 
year-old international sanc- 
tions against Iraq and out- 
standing issues between foe 
two countries during a visit 
here on Monday by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz, officials said 
Saturday. 

The officials expected the 
talks that Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
would have with Mr. Aziz 
to clear the way for renew- 
ing foe annual agreement 
under which Iraq supplies 
foe Kingdoms energy 
needs. 

In the broader context of 
foe U.N. sanctions against 
Iraq, Mr. Kabariti “will be 
restating foe same message 
that Jordan has been giving 
Iraq on what is expected of 
Baghdad to remove foe 
embargo," said an official. 

The Jordanian message 
has been and is, according 
to the official and others, 
that Baghdad should fulfill 
all its obligations under 
U.N, resolutions related to 
foe Gulf crisis of 1990-91. 

Iraq should also moderate 
its regional and 
international approach as 
well as address internal 
issues such as respect for 
human rights so that it 


could gain credibility, offi- 
cials have said. 

In public comments last 
month, Mr. Kabariti called 
on Iraq to take “legal and 
political” steps “to reassure 
world public opinion” 
about its intentions. 

“There is an international 
political position that Iraq 
has to respond to...So far, 
we have not seen anything 
and foe hoped-for rehabili- 
tation of Iraq has not suc- 
ceeded.” Mr. Kabariti told 
Reuters in an interview 
while visiting the United 
Arab Emirates last month. 

Mr. Aziz is expected here 
late Sunday or early Mon- 
day on his "way to Paris for 
talks with French Foreign 
Minister Herve de Charette. 

“Obviously foe prime 
minister would also be rais- 
ing bilateral issues such as 
the oil agreement and foe 
trade protocol ” said the 
official, who declined to 
elaborate. 

The oil agreement, under 
which Iraq supplies about 
50,000 barrels of crude oil 
and 20-25,000 ban-els of 
fuel oil per day to Jordan, 
was supposed to have been 
renewed last month during 
a visit to Baghdad by foe 
minister of energy and min- 
eral resources, Hashem 
Dabbas, and foe finance 
minister, Marwan Awad. 

However, it was not 
renewed because of what 


Jordanian officials 

described as outstanding 
‘technical points,” which 
were supposed to have been 
sorted out ahead of a visit 
last week by the minister of 
industry and trade, Ali Abiil 
Ragheb. and the minister of 
transport, Nasser Lawzi. 

The visit of Mr. Abu'I 
Ragheb and Mr. Lawzi was 
deferred from last week 
pending the settlement of 
all technical issues by 
negotiators from the two 
sides, officials said. 

“We expect foe issue to be 
cleared during foe visit of 
Mr. Aziz.” said foe official. 

Radio Jordan on Saturday 
quoted Dr. Dabbas, the 
energy minister, as denying 
reports that the outstanding 
problem was an Iraqi 
demand for world prices for 
foe oil supplies as opposed 
to discounted rates foal 
Baghdad had been offering 
Jordan until now. 

The radio quoted foe min- 
ister as saying that it was 
agreed during his talks in 
Baghdad last month that the 
price would be SI 5.25 per 
barrel of crude oil. Accord- 
ing to Radio Jordan present 
international prices are 
around S25. 

Part of foe oil supply used 
to be priced al a discount 
and foe rest was supplied 
free of cost. 



2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, January 12, 1997 


Rocket attack on 
Israel violated 
truce, panel rules 


BEIRUT i AFP) — The 
international truce monitoring 
committee in South Lebanon 
on Friday ruled that a 
Katyusha rocket attack on 
northern Israel from South 
Lebanon was a violation of a 
U.S.-brokered ceasefire agree- 
ment. 

The ruling after a seven-hour 
meeting by the five-nation 
committee came just hours 
after the official AN1 news 
agency reported that two 
Palestinians had been arrested 
by the Lebanese authorities for 
the rocket attack on Wednes- 
day. 

A committee statement 
released after the meeting in 
the town of Naqoura. on the 
Israeli -Lebanese border, 

described the rocket attack as 
"a violation of the April agree- 
ment." 

The statement said the com- 
mittee — comprising France. 
Israel. Lebanon. Syria and the 
United Slates — unanimously 
agreed the Katyusha attack 
violated the april 17. 19%. 
truce agreement ending 
Israel’s 17-day onslaught 
against Hizbollah guerrillas in 
South Lebanon. 

The accord calls on both 
Israel and Lebanese guerrillas 
to avoid targeting civilians in 
(heir on-going conflict or 
launching attacks from civilian 
areas. 

The committee agreed to 
meet following a complaint by 
Kmc I alleging that at least one 
Katyusha had been fired into 
the Galilee region of northern 
Israel on Wednesday, without 
causing casualties or damage. 

The panel has already met 
eight limes to hear complaints 
from Israel and Lebanon. 
Although it cannot impose 
sanctions, the committee aims 
to contain fighting and avoid 
an escalation. 

The committee statement 
said Lebanon reiterated that it 
would do all it could to ensure 
the- ceasefire agreement was 


not broken, and it praised mea- 
sures already taken by the 
Lebanese government to pre- 
vent any repetition of the rock- 
et attack. 

Earlier Friday, judicial 
sources told ANI that two 
members of radical Palestinian 
groups were arrested over the 
firing of at least one Katyusha 
into northern Israel. 

The sources said the two 
were members of the unified 
command of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
fPFLP), led by George 
Habash, and the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine iDFLPj of Nayef 
Hawatmeh. 

But when contacted by AFP. 
representatives at the organisa- 
tions' offices in Beirut denied 
that any of their members had 
been arrested or that the 
groups were involved in 
Wednesdays Katyusha 
attacks, which caused no 
injuries or damage. 

A third group, the Damas- 
cus-based ’ PFLP-General 
Command, also denied a 
report by Israeli radio that it 
was involved in the rocket 
strike for which there has been 
no claim of responsibility. 

Hizbollah has denied it was 
responsible, while Nabih 
Bern, the Lebanese parliamen- 
tary speaker and leader of the 
pro-Syrian Shiite movement 
Amah said the rockets were 
the work of a non-Lebanese 
organisation. A Lebanese For- 
eign Ministry spokesman said 
Beirut was satisfied with the 
committee's findings, stressing 
the committee “did not 
attribute responsibility for the 
incident to Lebanon.” 

On Thursday, General Ami- 
ram Levioe. head of Israel’s 
northern command, accused 
Hizbollah guerrillas and other 
movements of using villages 
to launch attacks on the Israeli- 
occupied buffer zone in South 
Lebanon in violation of the 
eight-month-old truce' accord. 



Israeli police arrest a Palestinian man after he and another Palestinian began to fight in the centre of the West Bank 
town of Hebron over a traffic accident on Saturday. Hundreds of Israeli security forces will maintain control over the 
20 per cent of Hebron to remain under Israeli role after a long-overdue troop redeployment in the town (see page one) 


EU sees U.N. as mediator in Turkey -Greece row 


HAGUE (R) — The European Union (EU) said on Friday 
that, while the United Nations was best placed to mediate 
in a row between Greece and Turkey, it was prepared to 
play an active role in seeking a solution. 

Turkey earlier threatened military action against Cyprus 
in a dispute over the divided island deploying Russian mis- 
siles. 

Turkish Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller accused Greece of 
encouraging the Cypriot government to create a Mediter- 
ranean missile crisis and said Turkey could knock out a 
Russian anti-aircraft missile system the Greek Cypriots 
plan to install. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman in the Hague denied a 
Dutch teletext report that Prime Minister and current EU 
President Wim Kok had said the Netherlands would medi- 
ate in the dispute. 

“What (KOK) said is that the Cyprus issue also comes on 
the Dutch plate, as EU president," Peter Mollema told 
Reuters. 

“The European Union has a role to play there and, as the 
presidency, we are in an information-gathering phase to 
find out where everybody stands and what steps can be 
taken.” 

“We have to discuss it with all parties, including Russia 
and the United States, and we have to look carefully at the_ 


relationship between Greece and Turkey. 

“It’s much too difficult at this stage to define what will be 
the best role to play. The problem is much too complicated 
‘Together with all other parties we hope to be able to 
achieve some progress, but if you have to call anybody a 
mediator then it would be the United Nations.'* 

The latest Turkish-Greek dispute was raised at a meeting 
in the Hague on Friday between Dutch Foreign Minister 
Hans van Mierio and U.S. Assistant Secretary of State John 
Kornblum. 

The two also discussed in general terms, U.S.-EU ties, 
developments in the former Yugoslavia and the planned 
expansion of both NATO and the EU. 

“On Yugoslavia, we (U.S. and EU) agreed to monitor 
closely what happens there and hope there will be a demo- 
cratic solution," Mr. Mollema said 
He said the Dutch favour linking the planned expansion 
of the 15-member EU bloc with that of NATO, both of 
which are looking eastwards for new members. 

“Our minis ter (Van Mierio) said that you cannot proceed 
on die one track without doing something on the other, too. 
Both are clearly linked though not formally.’' 

Mr. Kornblum was due to go on to Brussels for a meeting 
on Saturday of the five-nation contact group on former 
Yugoslavia. — ~ v 
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U.S. hits Ttirkey for ‘irresponsible’ talk on Cyprus 


WASHINGTON (R) — The United States 
iMi Friday renewed pressure on Turkey to 


end what i. culled “irresponsible” com- 
ments on Cyprus and said its envoy in talks 
this weekend would urge Greeks and Turks 
*.o take immediate steps to calm tensions. 

For the second straight day. Ankara on 
Friday threatened military action against 
Cyprus to stop it deploying Russian mis- 
siles and said it might occupy an abandoned 
tourist resort on the island if the Cypriot 
government did not back down. 

Comments by Foreign Minister Tansu 
Ciller “seemed to up the ante from the ten- 
dentious statements made yesterday by the 
Turkish defence minister" and add to the 
“irresponsible public commentary'* on the 
missile issue by Ankara. State Department 
• sokesman Nicholas Bums said. 

Mrs. Ciller said in Ankara on Friday that 
Turkey could knock out the anti-aircraft 
missile system the Cypriot government 
plans to install under a deal made with Rus- 
sia last weekend, 

"These offensive missiles will definitely 
not be deployed. If ihev are deployed we 


will do what is needed, if that means they 
need to be hit they will be hit," Mrs. Ciller 
told reporters. 

Mr. Bums said that if Mis. Ciller was 
“quoted accurately, we believe such dra- 
matic statements from her or any other 
Turkish official are uncalled for and most 
unwise.’’ 

“As we have made clear this week, the 
United States does not support the decision 
by the government of Cyprus to -purchase 
and. in the future, deploy the SA-10 anti- 
aircraft missile system.” he told a news 
briefing. 

“But nevertheless, any threat of the use of 
force, any decision to use force, is absolute- 
ly beyond the bounds of acceptable 
international behaviour,’* he added. 

Some U.S. officials said privately they 
believe the inflammatory comments by 
Turkish officials are motivated in large 
measure by Turkey's domestic politics. 

But they fear the statements are worsen- 
ing an already difficult atmosphere in 
which to revive peace talks on Cyprus. 

'There's no reason for this to become a 


crisis. That’s why we’re so puzzled by the 
Turkish government reaction. This is not 
cause for war,” one U.S. official said. 

Some U.S. officials said that despite 
denials by Nicosia, they believe the missile 
deal may not be irreversible. But Mr. Bums 
rejected suggestions that Nicosia had man- 
ufactured the crisis. 

Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
added to tensions by warning of moves to 
integrate the abandoned resort of Varosha 
into Cyprus’ Turkish sector if the missile 
deal proceeds. 

Varosha, once the island's top tourist 
resort and mostly owned by Greek Cypri- 
ots. has been left abandoned under Turkish 
military control since 1974 when Turkey 
iavaded northern Cyprus after a coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

“We think everyone in the Eastern 
Mediterranean — Turks. Greeks. Cypriots, 
the parties on Cyprus — should draw back 
from this type of aggressive public 
rhetoric.’’ Mr. Bums said. 

“They should sit down together. And they 


should go through the peace discussions on 
Cyprus and attempt to resolve ... the prob- 
lems peacefully,” he said. 

Carey Cavenaugh, who heads the State 
Department office for southern European 
affairs, left Washington on Thursday night 
and was in the Hague with Assistant Secre- 
tary of State John Kornblum on Friday dis- 
cussing Cyprus with the European Union 
(HU). 

He plans to travel to Cyprus on Sunday 
and Monday, to Greece from Monday night 
until Wednesday, and then to Turkey from 
Wednesday evening until Friday. 

Mr. Burns said Mr. Cavanaugh will urge 
“the parties to implement concrete actions 
that will reduce tensions immediately.” 

Turkey has some 30,000 troops in the 
northern third of Cyprus which declared 
itself a Turkish Cypriot state but is only 
recognised by Ankara. The internationally 
recognised Greek Cypriot government in 
the south commands a national guard of 
over 10,000 troops and is backed by 
Athens. 


Israelis prefer migrant 
workers to Palestinians 


TEL AVIV I AFP) — A 
majority of Jewish Israelis 
would prefer to keep large 
numbers of immigrant 
workers in the country 
rather than allow Palestin- 
ian workers to take back 
their jobs, according to a 
poll released Saturday. 

The gall up poll released 
on Israeli army radio 
showed 58 per cent of 
Israelis were in favour of 
allowing foreign workers to 
stay in jobs occupied by 
Palestinians before Israel's 
closure of the Palestinian 
territories. 

A total of 27 per cent of 
those polled wanted a 
reduction in foreign work- 
ers, while 15 per cent 
refiised to comment. 

The survey showed 74 
per cent were in favour of 
expelling U legal foreign 
workers and 21 per cent 
were against the measure 
with four per cent making 
no decision. 

But it also revealed that 
54 per cent were against the 
expulsion methods current- 
ly in force which allow for 
arrest, detention and imme- 
diate expulsion without 
appeal. 

The poll of 500 Jewish 


Israelis took no account of 
the one million Israeli - 
Arabs, and had a margin of 
error of four per cent 

During the last three 
years thousands of immi- 
grant workers from Roma- 
nia, Thailand, Poland, the 
Philippines and China have 
. been allowed into. Israel to 
replace Palestinians barred 
from reaching their jobs in 
the Jewish state by the 
intermittent closing off the 
Palestinian territories .for 
security reasons. 

Around 100,000 immi- 
grants have work permits, 
and it is estimated that there 
are at least another 100,000 
illegal foreign workers in 
Israel. 

Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani anno- 
unced last year a wave of 
measures to crack down on 
illegal immigrants, and a 
special detention camp was 
set up at a prison close to 
Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Kahalani said the poll 
showed Israelis’ concern 
with the issue of security, 
but he added that the gov- 
ernment needed to look to 
the long-term interests of 
the country. 


Charles to intervene in Saadi murder case — report 


LONDON (AFP) — Prince Charles is expected to raise | 
the case of two British nurses accused in Saudi Arabia of 
murdering an Australian colleague when be visits the ; 
kingdom in March, a press report said here Saturday. The 
three-day trip is aimed at drumming up British business I 
orders, and any discussion of the case of Lucille 
McLaucblan. 31, and 41-year-old Deborah Parry is like- 
ly to be informal. But the Daily Mail said senior British 
officials bad said they were confident that Prince Charles 
would raise the affair when he meets the Saudi royal fam- 
ily. The families of the two nurses are set to visit them in 
I jail on Sunday in the women's wing of a prison in the 
eastern city of Dammam. Stan and Ann McLauchlan are 
travelling to Saudi Arabia with members of Ms. Parry's 
famil y. If convicted, the two nurses could face the death 
penalty under Islamic law in Saudi Arabia. Ms. 
McLauchlan and Ms. Parry are accused of stabbing to 
death 55-year-old Yvonne Gilford on Dec. 1 1 at the King 
Fahd military medical eastern 

■ havei retracted.- js^exloohleSs^is, sajongJth^u^ere 
coeited^mo* confessing. Tfeir^fegatioBS have fen 
denied by SaudT Inferior Minister- Prince Nayef. 


Qatar emir pardons 64 prisoners 


DOHA (R) — Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
A1 Thani on Saturday ordered the release of 64 prisoners 
on the occasion of the start of the fasting month of 
Ramadan, officials said. The amnesty did not cover polit- 
ical and drug-related offences, they added. Qatar began 
observing Ramadan on Friday. 


Homosexual wins widower's pension 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — An Israeli homosexual has won a 
court battle to obtain a widower’s pension after the death, 
of his partner, a colonel in the Israeli army, military radio 
reported on Saturday. The army bad refused to grant 
Nadir Steiner the payment after the death of his partner 
Colonel Doron Mazel, arguing that pension rights did 
not extend to a homosexual couple. But a Tel Aviv court 
on Friday ruled in Steiner’s favour, a decision his lawyer 
Amnon Ben Dror described as historic. “...For the first 
time in the world a homosexual partner is going to obtain 
a pension paid by the state,” Mr. Dror said, adding that 
the ruling should act as a precedent for other public ser- 
vices such as the police. Steiner, who has been fighting 
a court battle over tbe issue for several years, hailed tbe 
ruling as “a spectacular advance for the rights of indi- 
viduals and homosexuals.” 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 
13:0> . ...Min Alhadi Al-Mohusnmudi 

13:30 The Famous Five 

15:00 Feature Filin 

16:5ft ....Call For Prayer And [liar 

1 7:30 You Bet Your Life 

18:00 Magazine — Faut Pas 
Revcr 

1WK) ....Le Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Sports Et 
Musique 

19:30 _ News Headlines 

19:35 Fresh Prince Of Bel- Air 

20:02 Oriental Rugs 

2(h30 Science Fiction Babylon 5 

21:10 Tj coon (Documentary) 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Lslam in a Changine World 

23:00 Hot Shots 

23:50 .The River Kings 

01:15 .......Ramadan Talks 


05:11 Fajr 

06:32 - (Sunrise) Duha 

11:44 - Dhuhr 

15:31 ‘Asr 

16:55 Maghreb 

IS: 17 -fchu 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanaa Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

.Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Tel 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 827 1 26 

Evangelical ‘Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel 

614190. 


Aqaba. 11/24 

Deserts. 04/22 

Jordan Valley.. >....12/25 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 40 per cent, 
Aqaba 42 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunkation 


Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment nf Meter irvfogy 
Warm weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becoming 
cool at night with winds southeas 
terly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dc Jamal Jbara S47351 

Dn Abbas A1 Hakeem —885446 

Dr. Arafat AlAshbab 602507 

Dr. Ayman A) Muhtaseb 875748 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Feidows pharmacy 778336 

Al Aserna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy — ..623672 

Al Salam pharmacy .636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc. Mazen Abu Baker 552206 

Al Quds pharmacy — t — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HUalAlSayyed .986762 

Khalifeh pharmacy 9S54I7 


Ovil Defence Depamrent — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- .630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue Bafice — 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .896390 

Public Security Dept—— 630321 

Hotel Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints. 661 176 

\\ter& Sewers Ccmpbirts -897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Ammon Telephone 

Repairs .....623 101 

AWali TeL Repairs. 661 101 

Iordan Television — ^.773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority —8 1 561 5 

Elect ri c Power Co — 63638 1 

RI Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


Palestine, Shmdsani — .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital — 669131 

University Hospital S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667721/9 
The Islamic, Abdali — 666126/37 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery — 865 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 


Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department ca the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
( 08)53200-5 . where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone OS (52700) - 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 — Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 -...Tel Aviv (RW) 


02:30 — .Amsterdam (KL) 

06.-00 Istanbul (TK) 

Royal Wing (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) (departing 
from Marka Airport! 

20-30 Aqaba (RW) 


Zarqa 

(09)983323 

National Hospital 

_ ....(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
. rfWvQQflQon 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Basova Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

m'nwr™ 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 Bombay (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:15 Dbahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09£i0 — .Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:05 Befrui (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:05. Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

17:45 ——.Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:45 JLondon (RJ) 

18:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18: 10 — Athens (RJ) 

18:40 .Frankfurt (RJ) 

19-JO .Tunis (RJ) 

21:55 Rome. Vienna (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ) 


MWMax. temp. 
Amman. 


Food Control Centre, 637 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — S13S 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity. 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity _642362 
Malhas, J. Amman 636140 


AQABA: 

Princess 

(03)314111 


Other Flights 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:20 Beirut (RJ) 

08:40- Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00. Tunis (RJ) 

11:15 Rome, Vienna (RJ) 

H dQ Vienna (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

16:25 Bangkok (add) (RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi. Kuala Lumpur 
(add) (RJ) 

20:00 Jakarta (RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

20--30 —New Delhi (RJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:40 Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 — .... Dubai (RJ) 

22:10 —..Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 

22:45 Bangkok (RJ) 

23:25 -Sanaa (RJ) 


Dep. Aurmai — M0 am evoy Monday 
Am Damascus — S£0pjn.euayMcnfy 
Dep. Damascus — 7J0amevay Sudsy 
Am Amman 500 pm ewySuaby 


Upperflawer price in fils per kg. 


Apple — 700/500 

Banana.....: 550/550 


Hospital 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 


06:20 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

12*40 .Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 — —Moscow (SU) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:30 Cairo (MS) 

23:10 Istanbul (TK) 

23:50 London. Beirut (BA) 

01:25 - Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


Other Flights 


06:30 London iKD 

07:00 Beirut (ME) 

07:15 .Tel Aviv fLY) 

07:35 —Damascus. London (BA) 

13:30 Doha (GF) 

16:35 .Moscow (SU) 

21-25 Cairo (MS) 


Banana (Imported) 950/700 

Cabbage 60/40 

Carrot 280050 

Cauliflower. 180/140 

Cucumber (large) 160/100 s 

Cucumber (small) .—350/180 

Eggplant. -J50/80 

Garlic 100W750; 

Grape fruit 160/80 - 

Lemon 380/250 

Marrow (large) 150/8° V 

Marrow (small) — _20(W20} 

Onion (green) _180/M0, 

Onion (dry) 200/120 ! 

Orange 580/400 

Peas __ 9OOW0 

Pepper (hot) 280050 

Pepper (sweet) 300/150 ; 

Potato 260/120]. 

Spinach 1 40/100* 

String Bean 600/40®.! 

Tomato 2OOTO0J 




tvinass ItaMiM initiule* Rare 
id, “• n,wd > 11 


\UPI -\K UJA iPcHu) — 
[jRH I , iiim -ss Basina Sat- 
v ('tied (he Wadi 
atjKi rcen»n in southern 
jfliLm .uiil met with local 
nfuhiLitiiH nf six villages 
jdJ m-i Me merits at the sian 
, 4 j mi 'Mill- Ion; campaign 
amal ii* provide aid to the 
aenh 

She donated JO 5,000 to a 
rami winch plants louts 10 
mdiiViH families and JD 
2 ,iiiii> n- promote regional 
4i'ijl .m.l children's ser- 

>W'. 

Dunne her visit, the 
tana, 1 " met with village 
rriJi-ni' "I Ridieh. Rah- 
rah. Qatar. Khushcibeh, 
BirMaJkiuir and Qun*ii|rdi 
nprcwil her delight at the 
jniujI fund-raising charily 
cjmp.iieii designed to col- 
fcjiJnn.il urns to be distnh- 


■NEWS 


IS 


Bouse to convene tod 


UMAX i Petra 1 — The Lowei 
jab) cumene under the chair 
•™. lc l Sn»ur. Parliament will t 
^"in .md the Ma’an Municip 
A'ninimces. 


Ministry to take part n 


iWM.AN iPerruJ — Minister < 
and Ministry Secretary General 
!]|ye nt ihe conference of Ar 
r w Tunis. January 23rd t 
tonee will review Arab cultu: 
'.•^tiling cultural activities arm 


'Students visit QAF 


R A i J.T. » — A group ( 
j,. ‘^hem from Britain am 
-taking pu n i n a 12-day v 

Sai, ? pnienI of Vernacular Ai 
\Mied the Queen Al 
, <QAF) centre at Tavbeh 
with its : 

ik, ' r,1cr -roup was briefed 
worn 1 > V rdIllmes <- or child can 
j in " contributions and ha 


he perchance by Al I 

* CuluimfCeJn 


St, ut the Royal ( 


'^Weib* 


fifenon" 


™ Un tiJ Jaj 


at * 


' erv ante &i 


4 W °dts ; 









y, January l2/ ^ 



i.MiWfis I«,ok lln ... 

' hr , " w II, ^ 
AraK uiui t,., d Kr ^i,. 


ilw ,. IM , 

thiui*.;i nds 1 lr ^’ 

K ,;M « «»rkm nJ 
»!«■ ThaikMui. 

Plifli|ififncs .uni v\C \ "* 

Kv» allowed ,nu! ; lh r v 

HMv'hlll ! 1 Hvtr lrT ^ 

**w Millv . 

mii'rimncnt t -li, Mllli ■ ll ’c 

vcwnrilN hm m ,„ n I nr 

Atftiuinl lm l>u , 
i-r.u«N h;, vr x%urk “"nu. 

an.lrt.sc..,,, 

.UC .it .Hindu-, liiJ ir< 

Nr.iel m 

Inu-nul Sfciiniv \i,„ 
AvuMor K J luU, bahfcr 
uiwc'J las, >0<ll , x ^ 
nioasmcM,. x , ... l , c «f 
nnini-r^niN 

special tlctoiihm^* 

^^” apr 

Ml. K..h;,'.ini , 

^uniL-il lsr.n-1,,' , ™ 
«i.h .hr U,u, 


hui lit- added iliaj 


vk 


onunoni needed i 

ilk- loiijMt-im 
(lie eounti\ 


N BRIEF 


audi murder case — repon 

■c Charles is expected i.. rj]y , 
SCS accused in Saudi Arjhum 
colleague « hen he v kh, ^ 
lejnirt said heie Samril.i\ 
drumming up Brmd: 

■ion nf l he ease nt l lkl |j f 
card'll! LVhuruh |\im lK 
Hails Mail s.iul -cm.ir Kruivh, 
c confident that Prince t'njrin I 
a he meets (he Saudi i.yj f 4 nv.j 
n nurses a:e sel i«> \ iMi'ilvmini 

Ilk’ll’^ wing of a I’IImij; m ihc 

Sun and Aim Mil aik lil.in jjv 
i with member. i*t Ms i\im\ 
wo mitses eoultl hue Hie death 
law tn Saudi Vahu \k 
rrv are accused »>l Mahl'in:; !o 


Home News 



princess Basina initiates Ramadan campaign in Wadi Araba. The ramnaign is aimed 
to provide aid to the needy (Petra photo) 

Princess initiates 
Ramadan campaign 


WADI ARABA (Petra) — 
HRH Princess Basma Sat- 
urday visited the Wadi 
Araba region in southern 
Jordan and met with local 
inhabitants of six villages 
and settlements at the start 
of a month-long campaign 
aimed to provide aid, to the 
needy. 

She donated JD 5,000 to a 
fund which grants loans to 
indigent families and JD 
2,000 to promote regional 
social and children's ser- 
vices. 

During her visit, the 
Princess met with village 
residents of Risheli. Rah- 
meh, Qatar, Khusheibeh, 
Bir Madkour and Qureiqra, 
expressed her delight at the 
annual fund-raising charity 
campaign designed to col- 
lect donations to be distrib- 


uted to indigent families 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 

In an address to residents 
gathered at Risheb. the 
Princess said that the annu- 
al collection is a national 
campaign aimed at improv- 
ing the socio-economic 
conditions of less fortunate 
communities and she 
stressed that the campaign 
was an embodiment of 
Ramadan and the teachings 
of Islam. 

The Princess also stated 
that the campaign manifests 
social solidarity and serves 
on the pan of the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF) which is 
sponsoring the campaign, 
to help needy families 
begin income- generating 

projects in order to combat 


poverty and unemploy- 
ment 

Last week. Princess 
Basma announced the for- 
mation of a higher commit- 
tee to cany out the 
Ramadan Charity Cam- 
paign, which has succeeded 
in providing assistance to 
31,21 1 needy families 
around the country in die 
past few years. 

The donations, which are 
being collected by volun- 
tary groups during the 
month of Ramadan, is 
given in cash or in-kind 
assistance to finance voca- 
tional training courses for 
the heads of the poor fami- 
lies and to enable them to 
earn a living and help peo- 
ple requiring special atten- 
tion. 
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Jordan finds environmental 
ally in Veneto, Italy 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special lo the Jordan times 

AMMAN — With yester- 
day's signing of a bilateral 
declaration of intent “to 
foster socio-cultural 

exchanges on health and 
environmental policies,” 
Jordan has found in the 
Italian region of Veneto a 
keen and qualified partner 
to develop environmental 
legislation and implement 
measures aimed at the con- 
servation of the Kingdom’s 
precious natural patrimony. 

The agreement, signed by 
Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Abdul Razak 
Tubeishat and President of 
the Friends of the Environ- 
ment Society (FESJ Ra’ouf 
Dabbas on behalf of Jor- 
dan. and by Veneto ’s 
Regional Minister for Pub- 
lic Health and the Environ- 
ment lies Braghetto, repre- 
sents “a valid instrument to 
exchange experiences and 
know-how on environmen- 
tal issues, and especially 
air and water pollution," 
Prof. Braghetto told the 
Jordan Times in an inter- 
view. 

Veneto, the large and 
populous north-western 
Italian district, which 
includes the city of Venice, 
parts of the Alps as well as 
the fertile plains degrading 
to the Adriatic Sea and reg- 
isters one of the highest per 
capita incomes in the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), can pro- 
vide Jordan with an almost 
twenty-year experience in 
environmental legislation 
and regulations. Prof. 
Braghetto stated. 

Following a meeting, also 
Saturday, with Head of the 


Environment Committee of 
Parliament Fawzi TUeimeh. 
the Italian delegation head- 
ed by Prof. Braghetto 
agreed to file feasibility 
studies, reports and regula- 
tions for the protection of 
the environment success- 
fully implemented in Vene- 
to. 

“The first comprehensive 
legislation for the protec- 
tion and the conservation 
of the environment in 
Veneto was endorsed in 
1978, and was progressive- 
ly improved and updated so 
that today it represents one 
of the most advanced and 
conforms strictly to EU 
directives,” Prof. Braghetto 
stared. 

Regarding the agreement, 
15 Jordanian youths, win- 
ners of the annual contest 
on environmental protec- 
tion issues^ organised by 
the FES, will visit the 
Veneto region hosted by 
different environmental 
organisations. 

The agreement also stipu- 
lates that two scholarships 
be granted to young Jor- 
danian scholars “for the 
purpose of updating them 
on environmental matters.” 

From the talks held with 
his Jordanian counterparts, 
two issues emerged as cru- 
cial, Prof. Braghetto said. 

“The first point was that 
promoting environmental 
protection and conserva- 
tion means improving the 
quality of life of the local 
communities ” be said. 

“The second key issue 
upon which we agreed is 
that the environment repre- 
sents a global emergency 
as a direct consequence of 
modernisation and indus- 


trialisation processes,” 
Prof. Braghetto continued. 

To reach sustainable 
development, in which eco- 
nomic growth is not 
achieved at the expense of 
the environment, but pro- 
ceeds hand in hand with 
nature conservation, gov- 
ernments, non-goveraraen- 
tal organisations (NGOs) 
and citizens must promote 
awareness and information 
campaigns. educate 

younger generations on the 
issue, develop adequate 
technology and encourage 
the exchange of knowledge 
as well as provide a legisla- 
tive frame for the environ- 
mental protection. Prof.* 
Bragheno said. 

In terms of Jordan, Prof. 
Braghetto pointed to the 
problem of a high popula- 
tion concentration over a 
limited area. 

According to official sta- 
tistics, 1.4 million out of a 
total population of over 4 
million reside within the 
boundaries of the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

“Like many other Euro- 
pean regions, Veneto has, 
and is still suffering from, 
the problem of the deser- 
tion en masse of rural and 
mountainous areas,” Prof. 
Braghetto said, adding that 
“in this, as in other 
regards, Jordan can learn 
from our mistakes.” 

Jordan’s Environment 
Law, became effective as 
of the beginning of 1995 
subsequent to endorsement 
by the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament at the 
end of 1994, establishes the 
General -Corporation for 
the Protection of the Envi- 
ronment (GCPE). which 


“seeks to coordinate efforts 
among all governmental 
and non-governmental 
bodies tackling environ- 
mental issues," Mr. Dabbas 
said. 

The GCPE Board of 
Directors includes the 
under-secretaries of all 
ministries, except the Min- 
isuy of Tourism, the presi- 
dents of three Jordanian 
NGOs dealing with the 
protection and conserva- 
tion of the environment - 
President of the Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature A nis 
Mouasher, President of Jor- 
danian Environmental 
Society Ahmad Obeidat, 
and President of the Soci- 
ety for the Deforestation 
and Protection of the Badia 
Abdullatif Arabia! — as 
well as three independent 
experts, among which Mr. 
Dabbas is counted. 

The GCPE is the highest 
official body in charge of 
establishing all regulations 
on environmental issues, 
from standards of gas emis- 
sions to rules for industrial 
complexes, Mr. Dabbas 
explained. 

Praising Jordan’s Envi- 
ronment Law. Veneto ‘s 
General Secretary for Pub- 
lic Health and Social 
Affairs Franco Toniolo said 
that “the unification of all 
associations and institu- 
tions dealing with environ- 
mental issues (as provided 
by the Jordan's Environ- 
ment Law) in a single 
national agency boosts 
coordination and facilitates 
drafting and implementing 
comprehensive health and 
environmental policies at 
the national and regional 


levels.” 

Stressing the need for 
tackling environmental 
issues at a regional level 
Mr. Dabbas pointed out 
that the FES was “among 
the first to take a group of 
Jordanian youths to Israel 
and initiate a dialogue and 
joint initiatives on the envi- 
ronment” 

Annex IV of the 1994 
Jordanian-lsraeli Peace 
Treaty is dedicated to the 
environment and provides 
for bilateral cooperation in 
the fields of environmental 
legislation and standards, 
research and applied tech- 
nology, air quality control, 
marine environment, waste 
management including 
hazardous waste, and com- 
bating desertification while 
promoting public aware- 
ness and environmental 
education. 

Counting more than 80 
members, the FES recently 
stipulated an agreement 
with the U.S.-based Globe 
Programme. 

The programme. in 
which more than 40 coun- 
tries take part worldwide, 
connects students via the 
Internet and gives them the 
opportunity to exchange 
views on the environment 
and consult directly with 
scientists from the U.S. 
space agency, NASA, and 
other top agencies operat- 
ing in similar fields. Mr. 
Dabbas said. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


House to convene today 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parliament will 
today convene under the chairmanship of Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour. Parliament will refer draft laws regarding 
[tourism and the Ma’an Municipality Court to various sub- 
committees. 

Ministry to take part in culture seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Culture Ahmad Qudah 
and Ministry Secretary General Qassem Abu Ein will par- 
ticipate in the conference of Arab Ministers of Culture to 
be held in Tunis, January 23rd through the 2Sth. The con- 
ference will review Arab cultural projects and means of 
activating cultural activities among Arab countries. 

Students visit QAF centre 

PETRA (J.T.) — A group of 65 post-graduate students 
and teachers from Britain and the United States, current- 
ly taking part in a 12-day workshop entitled “Tourism 
Development of Vernacular Architecture of South Jordan". 
Saturday visited the Queen Alia Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF) centre at Taybeh in the Wadi Mousa district 
and were acquainted with its services to the local commu- 
nities. The- group was briefed by centre officials regarding 
the programmes for child care as well as promoting local 
women’s contributions and handicrafts. 
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; Minis ter deni es all egations of increas ed rates for Iraqi oil exports 

AMMAN (J.T:) ^-Min- 


ister of Energy and Min- 
eral Resources Hashem 
Dabbas Saturday denied 
reports alleging that Iraq 
has demanded that oil 
exported to Jordan be 
paid for at international 
rates. 

He affirmed that oil 
imports from Iraq will 
continue at the rate of 
12,000 tonnes a day. 

Under a sjjecial deal, 
Iraq continues to sell Jor- 
dan crude oil at the rate of 
$15.25 per barrel, at a 
time when crude oil sells 
at $25 a barrel on inter- 
national markets. 

Dr. Dabbas, accompa- 
nied by Minister of 
Finance Marwan Awad, 
visited Iraq last week for 
trade talks and described 
the visit and trade negoti- 
ations, including those of 
oil shipments to Jordan as 


successful .by rail ..stan- 
dards. 

“Jordan's needs for 
crude oil and oil products 
were discussed and a 
trade protocol on oil 
imports was renewed,” 
Mr. Dabbas said, adding 
that the two sides also 
agreed to exchange 
expertise on oil-related 
matters and discussed 
joint Iraqi-Jordanian pro- 
jects. 

“The talks between Jor- 
danian and Iraqi officials 
were held in a .very cor- 
dial atmosphere" stated 
the minister, who noted 
that a Jordanian delega- 
tion is annually making 
visits to Baghdad to 
negotiate the oil quantity 
the Kingdom requires. 

Jordan continues to seU 
food and medicine to Iraq 
and hopes to increase 
exports m the light of a 


recent ‘ DM decision to 
allow Baghdad to sell $2 
billion worth of oil to buy 
medicine and food. 

In November last year, 
Jordan agreed to an Iraqi 
request for $35 million 
worth of urgently needed 
goods. 

According to Jordanian 
officials, the agreement 
came subsequent to bilat- 
eral talks held in Amman 
and stated that the $35 
million came in addition 
to a 1996 trade protocol 
under which Jordan sup- 
plied Baghdad with $200 
million worth of food and 
medicine, exempt from 
stringent UN trade sanc- 
tions. 

These sanctions were 
imposed on Iraq after its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Jordan reduced the vol- 
ume of the protocol to 
$200 million in 1996, 


from .its figure of $400" 
million in 1995, and said 
that the cut back was 
prompted when Iraq 
could no longer afford to 
pay the foreign exchange 
needed to pay for the Jor- 
danian goods, from its 
own reserves. 

According to Jordanian 
figures, Baghdad now 
owes the Kingdom more 
than $1.2 billion which 
has accumulated since 
1990. 

Furthermore, Jordan ! 
has received assurances 
from Iraqi officials that I 
Iraqi leadership favours . 
using Aqaba as the main I 
port for its imports after 
the Iraqi port of. Umra 
Qasr. | 


Teaching conference calls for change of priorities 


By Anca de Main 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Low-cost 
education is no longer pos- 
sible,” was one of the main 
statements circulating at 
the recent International 
Council on Educ ation for 
Teaching (ICET) Confer- 
ence in Amman, whose rec- 
ommendations included a 
reshuffling of priorities on 
the eve of the new millen- 
nium. 

As an element of 
progress, education should 
be accorded adequate polit- 
ical, social and financial 
consideration, the confer- 
. ence affirmed. 

However, in October, 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti discussed 
public education financial 
problems with Ministry of 
Education officials and 
suggested that the ministry 
seek a balance between 
ambitious programmes and 
the stare's financial capaci- 
ties. 

The education budget 
increased from nine per 
cent of the total state bud- 
get in 1992 and 10 per cent 
in 1995 to 12 per cent in 
1996. Yet a demographic 
growth from 2.S million in 
1987 to 4.2 in 1995 
(including Gulf war 
returnees ) has created seri- 
ous education problems. 


The cost for elementary 
education per student for 
the years 1985-94 was esti- 
mated at an average of JD 
129 per year (according to 
a study completed by a 
retired ministry official). 
The Ministry of Education 
figures for 1994-95 broke 
down as follows: JD 149 
per year for an elementary 
school student, JD 241 per 
year for an academic sec- 
ondaiy school student and 
JD 575 for a vocational - 
secondaiy school student 
According to the ministry, 
the government budget for 
teachers’ salaries has 
increased by approximately 
JD 1.5 million annually. 

The sum of JD 170 mil- 
lion represented the 1996 
budget envelope for die 
salaries of the 60,000 
teachers of the Kingdom 
(i.e. a third of the total 
working population). 

A foil fifty per cent of 
these 60.000 teachers lack 
academic preparation and 
35 per cent of the total have 
no post-graduate pedagogi- 
cal tr ainin g, according to a 
recent study done by Dr. 
Ahmad Khatib alYarmouk 
University. 

The 1996 ministry’s 
teacher training budget of 
JD 1,048,000 comprised 
JD 200,000 for trainers’ 
salaries. JD 260,000 for 
bachelor degree scholar- 


ships and JD 120,000 for 
post-graduate scholarships 
(books and transportation 
included) and JD 86,000 
for equipment and other 
administrative and organi- 
sational expenditures, 
according to teacher train- 
ing department registers at 
the Ministry of Education. 

The efficiency of the 
teacher training pro- 
gramme. adopted in 1987 
wa s estimated at as low as 
ID' per cent in the above- 
mentioned study. Bureau- 
cratic impediments and 
pl annin g confusion 

obstructed the completion 
of the programme. Dr, 
Khatib saidE 

For such reasons, the 
budgets allocated to 
teacher education were not 
exhausted and at the end of 
the fiscal year, the rest 
automatically flowed back 
into the global state budget, 
causing actual financial 
loss in education, he added. 

Another source of educa- 
tional waste, analysed by 
Mr. Haj in a study regard- 
ing educational efficiency, 
student flow and cost of 
education, is found in the 
partial efficiency of the 
adopted educational system 
and it is expressed in a high 
percentage of repeaters and 
drop-outs. Mr. Haj studied 
the 1985-94 period and 
estimated a percentage of 


approximately 18 per cent 
of repeaters and drop-outs. 
He calculated the yearly 
education cost per student 
at JD 129, and the cost of 
the whole basic cycle of a 
non-repeating student at JD 
1,290. 

All extra expenditure 
required by the repeaters is 
simply educational loss, 
Mr. Haj said. 

If the cost' of education 
ratio of 14 per cent out of 
the state budget is consid- 
ered “acceptable even in 
industrialised countries,” 
as Crown Prince Hassan 
mentioned in his opening 
speech to ICET confer- 
ence, its conversion into an 
efficient educational sys- 
tem should be improved by 
more rigorous capital 
administration in each 
department of the Ministry 
of Education, transparent 
planning and simplified 
bureaucracy in the Ministry 
and in universities, Mr. 
Khatib suggested. 

Any raise in teachers’ 
salary should also reflect 
their professional and ped- 
agogical formation, he 
underlined, which does not 
contravene the necessity of 
offering higher financial 
and social esteem to the 
career of teaching in Jor- 
dan. 


Al Hassan Industrial City 
predicts major expansion 


RAMTHA (Petra) — 
Director of the Al Hassan 
Industrial City (HIC), near 
Ramtha, Walid Hijazi, Sat- 
urday said that he expects 
the number of factories 
and workers employed on 
the premises to double by 
the end of 1997 due to cur- 
rent expansions. 

At present, the HIC 
houses 56 industrial firms, 
established with a capital 
of JD 57 million and 
employing 1.700 workers, 
he said. 

Mr. Hijazi said that basic 
services and an integrated 
infrastructure which 
includes roads, electricity, 
water and other services 
were instrumental in 
attracting investors. 

He said that the HIC will 
add 500 dunums to the 
existing 427 dunums 
which, were first carved 
out to establish the estate 
in 1991. 

Referring to a recent 
agreement on technical 
cooperation between the 
HIC and the nearby Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). Mr. 
Hijari asserted that the 
deal stipulates that JUST 
establish an advisory cen- 
tre at’ the industrial site 
with the purpose of 


launching technical and 
industrial cooperation 
between the two sides. 

The agreement provides 
for the university to moni- 
tor and handle the sources 
of pollution within the 
HIC area, he confirmed 
and stated that a vocation- 
al training centre at the site 
has been providing facto- 
ries with skilled manpow- 
er. 

Chairman of the 
investors society at the 
HIC. Hussein Obeidat, 
said that the society, 
founded in 1993, provides 
consultant services to the 
factories and acts as a liai- 
son between local firms 
and the relevant govern- 
ment authorities in addi- 
tion to promoting invest- 
ments. 

He said that in the last 
quarter of 1996. a large 
group of new factories 
producing a variety of 
goods ranging from gar- 
ments and shoes to dairy 
products were established 
at a total capital of JD 16 
million and employing 
300 workers. 


Arbor Day celebration to 
be held on January 15 


AMMAN (Petra) — Citi- 
zens will begin celebrating 
Arbor Day on Wednesday, 
Jan. 15, and the maid tree- 
planting ceremony will be 
held at Baqoura in the 
northern Jordan Valley, 
according to Minister of 
Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat. 

The various ceremonies 
to be held are organised by 
the Ministry of Agriculture 
and public and private insti- 
tutions around the country. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein is accustomed to par- 
take in these ceremonies in 
expression of his keen 
interest in improving the 
general environment and 
increasing the green areas 
of Jordan as described by 
the slogan "greening Jor- 


dan by the end of the pre- 
sent century" Dr. Shenikat 
said 

The ministry plans to 
plant 531 palm trees and 
500 evergreens at the Bak- 
oura site. 

The ministry nurseries 
annually cultivate millions 
of fruit trees and evergreens 
for distribution to the pub- 
lic. the Jordan Armed 
Forces, government depart- 
ments, private institutions 
and schools in addition to 
fanners and citizens at 
either nominal fees or at no 
charge. 

The Kingdom has been 
actively pursuing a cam- 
paign to “green Jordan by 
the year 2000." 
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Algeria to hold parliamentary 


elections in May, paper reports 


PARIS f Agencies ) — Algerian voters will elect a mulri- 
party national assembly in May, with local elections fol- 
lowing in the second half of the year, the government-con- 
trolled newspaper Al Moudjahid said Saturday. 

President Liamine Zeroual, who promised parliamentary 
elections in the first half of 1997, summoned the govern- 
ment-appointed Transitional National Council, a quasi-par- 
liament. to meet in extraordinary session to vote election 
laws on Jan. 25. 

The government, which has not yet announced an official 
date for the elections, drafted a law setting the number of 
deputies in the National Assembly at 380. 

According to the constitution adopted last November, the 
National Assembly and the National Council (upper house) 
form the parliament. 

Two thirds of the National Council's 144 members will be 
picked by the elected local authorities while the 96 others 
will be appointed by the president from the ranks of leading 
personalities, union officials and other professionals. 

Algeria has been without an elected parliament and local 
councils since January 1992 when the authorities scrapped 
a general election in which the now outlawed radical 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) had taken a commanding 
lead. 

The annulment plunged the North African county into' 
violence pitting Muslim guerrillas and government forces 
in which about 60,000 have died. 

Meanwhile, suspected Muslim guerrillas in Algeria shot 
and killed a driver working for the government-controlled 
newspaper Al Moudjahid. the newspaper said Saturday. 

Bellache Messaoud was shot dead Friday night outside 
his home in Bajarah district south of Algiers, Al Moudjahid 
said. 

The newspaper blamed the killing on Muslim guerrillas. 

More than 60 journalists and media workers have been 
killed in the past three years in attacks blamed on Muslim 
rebels who accuse journalists of backing the government. 

In Washington, a report commissioned by the U.S. army 
said the current rulers of Algeria lack popular support and 
Islamic fundamentalist parties eventually will seize power. 

The report, prepared by the Rand Corp.. a government- 
financed think tank, said strife in Algeria will not end until 
genuine parliamentary elections are held involving all sig- 


nificant political parties. 

While the United States has limited influence in Algeria, 
it can help forge a Western consensus about ‘‘creating a 
process ... that would restore the prospects for free elections 
and open a way to end the conflict,” said the study, released 
Friday. 

The FIS, which stands for Islamic Salvation Front in 
French, can’t be excluded if national and social reconcilia- 
tion is to come about, the report said. The FTS was the sin- 
gle biggest winner in elecdons held in 1991 but the results 
were annulled by the Algerian army. 

“Algeria is in agony, caught up in a four-year paralysing 
spiral of violence that has almost brought the state to its 
knees,” the Rand analysts said. “The regime seems deter- 
mined to reject parliamentary elections as long as the FIS 
stands a chance of gaining a dominant — or even major — 
voice in the government." 

If President Liamin ZerwaJ does not move his country 
toward national elections, Algeria will remain “condemned 
to continuing widespread violence, paralysis and radicalisa- 
tion of its political forces." their report said. 

While sharing power carries risk, the alternatives are 
worse, the study concludes. 

An FIS government “may be uncongenial to die West, but 
is unlikely to fundamentally threaten Western interests.” the 
report said. “If legally elected, it will be under strong con- 
straints to leave power if not reelected for a second term — 
as it has promised to do.” 

The report called the current Algerian government “intel- 
lectually and poliucally bankrupt," saying it offers effective 
solution to the country's problems “except to hold onto 
power through force and hope for better times.” 

The Algerian people lack housing, jobs and social ser- 
vices. Political violence was relatively limited before the 
1991 elections, but the FIS has been resorting to such tac- 
tics more recendy because of the military’s efforts to wipe 
it out through force and with mass arrests, the report said. 

“Since 1992. the spiral of violence has risen dramatically 
— as much as 50,000 dead on both sides in a brutal and 
bloody confrontation. It will be difficult to stop the logic of 
events that is leading to the government’s increasing mar- 
ginalisation. loss of support and eventual collapse.” the 
report said. * 


Afghan Taleban undecided 


on attending U.N. truce talks 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
The fundamentalist Islamic 
Taleban have not yet decid- 
ed if they will attend inter- 
factional truce talks organ- 
ised by the United Nations 
in the Pakistani capital Is- 
lamabad. 

“So far we have not fi- 
nalised our decision. I have 
not been informed officially 
if we will attend the talks." 
Sher Abbas Stanakzai. de- 
puty foreign minister in the 
Tulehar. administration, told 
Reuters Saturday. 

The talks, organised by 
United Nations Special Re- 
presentative to Afghanistan 
Noibert Holl. were sched- 
uled to start on Jan. 13. 

However. Mr. Stanakzai 
did not rule out the Taleban 
attending the talks. 

“There are still two days 
left until (he talks arc sched- 
uled lo start — a decision 
will bo made before then.” 
he said. 

There have already been 
two rounds of talks, one in 
the northern Afghan city of 
Ma/ar-i -Sharif and one in 
Islamabad. 

Monday's talks, dccribcd 
by the United Nations as 
“technical level discus- 
sions", were to involve 
three members of the Tale- 
ban and three members of 
the opposition. 

The Taleban are facing an 
opposition alliance consist- 
ing of the ousted govern- 
ment. northern leader Gene- 
ral Abdul Rashid Dostum 
and Shi'ite leader Kaim 
Khalili on frontlines some 
40 kilometres north of 
Kabul and in Afghanistan's 
remote northwestern 


cussed the release of prison- 
ers of war and a ceasefire in 
previous meetings, but they 
have not been put in place 
so far," said Mr. Stanakzai 
Saturday morning. 

“We are ready to go any- 
where for peaceful negotia- 
tions if we feel the meeting 
can bring some result.” he 
said. 

Mr. Stanakzai also said 
the Taleban would be send- 
ing delegations to the Uni- 
ted States and Iran for dis- 


provinces. 

Mr. Stanakzai said if the 
Taleban did decide to attend 
the talks, the agenda would 
be limited to discussing a 
ceasefire and an exchange 
of prisoners of war. 

“We will talk about a 
ceasefire and an exchange 
of prisoners, but nothing 
further until these have been 
established. The ceasefire 
and prisoner exchange 
should be done first and 
then we can discuss other 
problems." Mr. Stanakzai 
said. 

“We have already dis- 


cussions. 

“In the very near future a 
delegation will go to the 
United States to discuss dif- 
ferent issues with the gov- 
ernment over there.” 

He said the delegation 
w ould consist of two mem- 
bers of the Taleban \s ruling 
council. Wakhil Ahmad and 
Abdul Hakim Mujahed, and 
Minister for Refugees Mau- 
lawi Abdur Rakhib. 

Mr. Stanakzai said the 
delegation’s visit was a 
Taleban initiative, but that 
the United Slates authorities 
hud been informed. 

He also said that the 
Taleban ‘s Foreign Minister 
Mullah Mohammad Ghous 
would visit Tehran in 
response to an Iranian invi- 
tation. 

"Mullah Ghous will visit 
Iran in the near future at 
their request," said Mr. Sta- 
nakzai. 

Relations between the 
Taleban administration and 
Iran are strained. The 
Taleban accuse Iran of help- 
ing the opposition alliance 
materially and politically, 
an accusation that both Iran 
and the opposition deny. 

Meanw-htle. Former Pa- 
kistani Interior Minister Na- 
seerulloh Babar said Satur- 
day the dismissal of Benazir 
Bhutto's government by 
President Farooq Ahmed 
Khan Leghari had hampe- 
red peace efforts in Afgha- 
nistan. 

"When I was involved in 
the Afghanistan peace pro- 
cess, we almost clinched an 
agreement on a ceasefire 
between the Taleban and 
other groups,” he said in an 
interview, 

“The Taleban were flexi- 
ble and had our government 


remained in power, there 
would have been peace in 
Afghanistan,” Mr. Babar, 
who headed a shuttle mis- 
sion betwen the warring 
factions, add<- i 

Mr. Babar said two days 
before the sacking of the 
government on Nov. 5. he 
had a five-hour meeting on 
Afghanistan with Mr.. Le- 
ghari who told him to go to 
Afghanistan. 

“But obviously I could not 
go because our government 
was dismissed.” he said. 

Mr. Babar. during a peace 
mission to Afghanistan fol- 
lowing the Sept. 27 capture 
of Kabul by the Islamic 
Taleban militia, tried to 
bring about an agreement 
between the militia and 
Gen. Dostum. 

A retired major general, 
Mr. Babar was believed to 
have masterminded the cre- 
ation of the Taleban Islamic 
Movement which emerged 
from Koranic schools in 
November 1994. 

The militia went on to 
seize control of two-thirds 
of Afghanistan vowing to 
establish peace and security 
under strict Islamic Sharia 
Law. 

"We never tried to break 
the anti-Taleban alliance. 
Pakistan has never inter- 
ferred in their internal af- 
fairs. But as friends we keep 
on assisting them to come to 
an understanding." Mr. 
Babar claimed. “We never 
wanted the division of 
Afghanistan on ethnic lines 
as there are Uzbeks, Tajiks. 
Pushtoons and others. There 
should be a unified state 
which also favours us.” 

Himself a pushtoon. Mr. 
Babar said he favoured 
Taleban control in Af- 
ghanistan. adding the coun- 
try should have a federal 
structure with representa- 
tion to every province. 

He said the rise of Taleban 
was of "great advantage” lo 
Pakistan. “This is the first 
time there is a government 
which has no links with 
India or anybody else," he 
said. 

Pakistan used to accuse 
the ousted Afghan govern- 
ment of being an ally of its 
arch rival India. 


Renegade 

Tajik 

commander 
heads for 
barracks 


DUSHANBE (R) — A 
renegade Tajik govern- 
ment commander and his 
troops ' are on their way 
back to barracks after the 
president ordered them to 
halt their attack on a rival 
warlord, a presidential 
spokesman said Saturday. 

“They have begun with- 
drawing their forces from 
Tursunzade and are on 
their way back to their 
base in Kurgan-TVube." 
Zafar Saidov, spokesman 
for Tajik President Imo- 
mali Rakhmonov. told 
Reuters by telephone in 
the capital Dushanbe. 

Colonel Makhmud Khu- 
doyberdyev, who led an 
armed rebellion against 
his president in February 
last year, sent tanks and 
troops into Tursunzade, an 
aluminium producing 
town 45 kilometres west 
of Dushanbe, last week- to 
unseat a rival warlord. 

Mr. Rakhmonov ordered 
the commander back to 
barracks, declaring his 
actions “illegal” but it 
took Col. Khudoyberdyev 
several days to follow the 
order. 

Mr. Saidov said Mr. 
Rakhmonov would make a 
“statement to the people" 
on the events in Tursun- 
zade later Saturday. 

While the standoff bet- 
ween commander and 
president appears to have 
been defused, diplomats 
say the incident shows Mr. 
Rakhmonov's grip on the 
country weakening. 

They say it also threat- 
ens delicate peace talks 
aimed at ending a bloody 
four-year civil war bet- 
ween the government and 
forces of the Islamic oppo- 
sition in the mountainous 
former Soviet republic 
bordering Afghanistan and 
China. 


Vietnam, Japan sign accords on financial aid 


MOI (AFP) — Japan 
Vietnam signed here 
rday accords on finan- 
and cultural aid worth 
S760 million, in the 
ence of visiting Ja- 
■se Prime Minister Ryu- 
Hashimoto. 

ie signing, at the presi- 
ial palace in Hanoi, w^is 
witnessed by Viet- 
ese Premier Vo Van 


largest agreement 


provides soft loans worth 8 1 
billion yen ($736 million) 
for a series of infrastructure 
projects. A second is a three 
billion yen grant to assist 
Vietnam in its economic 
reform programme and help 
ease debt problems. 

The Japanese Foreign 
Ministry acknowledged in a 
statement the progress made 
by Vietnam since it began 
its Doi Moi reform policy in 
1986. 


But serious problems 
including unemployment 
and an expanding current 
account deficit remained, it 
said, despite success in 
bringing inflation under 
control and boosting agri- 
cultural production. 

The documents were 
signed by Japanese Ambas- 
sador Katsunari Suzuki and 
members of the Vietnamese 
government. 

Two smaller agreements 


were also signed including a 
50 million yen grant to help 
build a planetarium and 
37.9 million yen for equip- 
ment for the Vietnam 
Musicology Institute. 

After the ceremony Mr. 
Has hi mo to went in for talks 
with the Vietnamese pre- 
mier. He was later due to 
meet Communist Party 
General Secretary Do Muoi. 



Bulgarian opposition protesters storm the doors of the parliament building in Sofia 
Friday, demanding early parliamentary elections. Nationwide protests organised by 
the opposition Union of Democratic Forces (UDF), are in their fifth day. UDF deputies 
Friday walked oat of parliament after the ruling Socialists rejected a vote on their 
“salvation declaration,” which called for early parliamentary elections (Reuter 


photo) 


Bulgarian president holds crisis talks 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgarian 
riot police used clubs to 
break up a 10-hour opposi- 
tion siege of parliament ear- 
ly Saturday in the worst vio- 
lence in the country since 
the collapse of one-party 
Communist rule. 

Bur within hours of the 
police action, protesters and 
security forces clashed 
again outside Sofia's presi- 
dency. A reporter inside the 
building said police were 
using batons to disperse 500 
protesters. Police reinforce- 
ments were arriving. 

The confrontation, 
spurred by .x'ute economic 
crisis, came after the -gov- 
erning Socialist Party re- 
fused to vote Friday on a 
motion calling for ' fresh 
elections. The opposition 
Union of Democratic For- 
ces (UDF) walked out and 
urged a nationwide strike 
and civil disobedience. 

What began with a human 
chain. around the parliament 
building turned into a virtu- 
al siege, trapping Socialist 
deputies inside. The demon- 
strators broke windows in 
the parliament and smashed 
and overturned cars which 
deputies had parked out- 
side. The vote took place as 
clouds of teargas billowed 


into the building. 

In the early hours of Sa- 
turday the police moved in 
using clubs and firing blank 
cartridges to beat a path into 
the parliament and allow the 
Socialist deputies, out. 

Bulgarian News Agency 
(BTA) said 97 people were 
injured, including S5 civil- 
ians, among them two UDF 
parliamentary deputies, four 
security guards from parlia- 
ment and eight police. 

Hours later about 500 op- 
position supporters began a 
fresh rally outside Sofia’s 
goM-domed cathedral. 

Representatives of the op- 
position and the ruling party 
met President Zhelyu Zhe- 
lev, who said Friday he 
would not ask the ruling So- 
cialists to form a nfcw gov- 
ernment. 

But dashes broke out out- 
side the presidency. 

A government statement 
ordered rhe interior minister 
to take all necessary mea- 
sures “to guarantee the se- 
curity of strategic sites and 
the normal functioning of 
the country's institutions.” 

Mr. Zhelev, who said he 
sympathised with the pro- 
testers but could not con- 
done violence, had been ex- 
pected to summon Interior 


Minister Nikolai Dobrev. 
the Sodalists' nominee for 
prime minister, to give him 
a mandate to form a new 
government following the 
Dec. 21 resignation of Zb an 
Videnov. 

The Socialists are half 
way through their partia- 
mCntaty term but bave lost a 
great deal of authority as the 
economy worsens. 

A quarter of Bulgaria’s 
banks are in receivership 
and triple-digit inflation has 
slashed real incomes. 

A flight into dollars has 
pushed the lev from 70 to 
the dollar to 645 in a year. 
Annual inflation for 1996 
hit 3I0.S per cent, the sec- 
ond largest rise since Bul- 
garia began market reforms 
in 1990. 

Voters delivered a power- 
ful no-confidence vote two 
months ago by electing op- 
position lawyer Petar Sto- 
yanov as president with 60 
per cent of the vote. He will 
be sworn in on Jan. 19. 

As soon as parliament app- 
roves a new cabinet, the 
International Monetary Fund 
plans to negotiate implemen- 
tation of a tough fixed 
exchange regime as a last 
resort to restore confidence in 
the crumbling economy. 


Yeltsin stable, more active 


as he fights pneumonia 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, trying to 
shake off pneumonia in hos- 
pital. was more active and 
his condition was more sta- 
ble Saturday but new specu- 
lation surfaced over his 
ability to govern Russia. 

The Kremlin said doctors 
had examined the 65-year- 
old president at Moscow’s 
Centra] Clinical Hospital 
where he was taken Wed- 
nesday evening with signs 
of pneumonia, just two 
months after having heart 
surgery. 

“In their opinion, the pa- 
tient’s condition has stabi- 
lised, his activity has grown 
somewhat.” a brief Kremlin 
statement said. Mr. Yeltsin's 
temperature was normal 
and his blood pressure sta- 
ble. 

The next official press 
release on his health was 
due Sunday. 

The. top Kremlin doctor, 
Seigei Mironov, said Friday 
thafMr. Yeltsin would have 
to stay at least another three 
days in hospital and would 
need a three-week rest 
before returning to work in 
the Kremlin. 

He made clear Mr. Yeltsin 
was frustrated by his new 


illness, which has prevented 
him re-asserting his power 
fully. 

“Of course I cannot say 
Boris Nikolayevich feels 
comfortable spiritually,” 
Mr. Mironov told reporters. 
“Of course this is depress- 
ing him, of course his mood 
is not a very happy one but 
I see no reason for particu- 
lar pessimism." 

Mr. Mironov ruled out 
any direct link between 
pneumonia and the quintu- 
ple heart bypass which Mr. 
Yeltsin had on Nov. 5, as 
did pioneering U.S. heart 
surgeon Michael Debakey 
who was a consultant to the 
Russian surgeons who con- 
ducted the operation. 

But he added that Mr. 
Yeltsin had been weakened 
by the operation and should 
have been admitted to hos- 
pital earlier. 

The Kremlin has espoused 
a policy of openness since 
Yeltsin fell ill. Official 
statements appear to have 
been realistic rather than 
optimistic. 

Some political rivals have 
said Mr. Yeltsin should step 
down and Russian newspa- 
pers have taken a gloom v 
line, expressing doubts over 


the president’s ability to rule 
the huge country and deal 
with its many problems. 

They named as priorities 
reform of the demoralised 
armed forces, payment of 
long overdue wages and pen- 
sions and a dispute with nato 
over its enlargement plans. 

“Regretfully, it is obvious 
that the president has no 
strength left to attend to 
affairs of the state proper- 
ly,” said the popular liberal 
Komsomplskaya Pravda 
newspaper Saturday. 

“Power in Russia is 
organised in such a way that 
everything is stuck without 
approval from the very top, 
be it a president or a gener- 
al secretary (of the Commu- 
nist Party).*’ 

Presidential hopeful 
Alexander Lebed, sacked 
by Mr. Yeltsin as national 
security adviser last Octo- 
ber, said Friday that the ill- 
ness had left the country 
adrift and issued fresh calls 
for Mr. Yeltsin to quit. 
-P en - Uebed, sacked by 
Mr. Yeltsin for insubordina- 
tion in October, said the 
president’s new medical 
setback was turning into a 
tragedy for the whole coun- 
try. 


Political * 
turmoil 


over 


Gingrich 

intensifies 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Political turmoil over 
ethics charges against 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt .Gingrich 
intensified Friday as 
Republicans demanded an 
investigation of the taping 
of a private Gingrich phone 
call and Democrats said 
cancellation of next week’s 
public hearings on the af- 
fair violated House rules. 

The Democrats said the 
House parliamentarian had , 
confirmed that the rules didff 
not permit Ethics Commit- 
tee Chairman Nancy John- 
son. a Connecticut Repub- 
lican. to scrap die schedule 
agreed ro by the committee. 

Ms. Johnson Thursday 
night had announced she 
had cancelled the hearings, 
set by the ethics committee 
in a meeting lasting nearly 
14 hours. Starting Monday 
they would have set out for 
the first time on live televi- 
sion full details of the case 
against Republican Ging- 
rich. 

Late Friday the two De- 
mocrats on the subcommit- 
tee that investigated Mr. 
Gingrich released a letter to 
Ms. Johnson' that said: 
“The House parliamentari- 
an has confirmed to both 
you and us that the House 
rules do not permit you to 
cancel the agreed-upon 
committee schedule with- ^ 
out agreement from they 
members of the committee. 

“We would expect you to 
abide by the rules of the 
House as interpreted by the 
parliamentarian,” Democ- 
rat Reps. Ben Cardin of 
Maryland and Nancy Pe- 
losi of California said. 

Ms. Johnson acted after 
Democrats, angry at being 
faced with a Jan. 21 dead- 
line set by the House for a 
vote on the penalty to be 
imposed on Mr. Gingrich 
for ethics violations, had 
publicly attacked the sche- 
dule because it did not al- 
low special counsel James 
Cole to complete his report 
on the case before Jan. 21. 

Democrats said that the 
House was being rushed to 
judgment. They wanted the 
vote lelayed, but instead 
Johnson merely ordered 
the report produced sooner. 

She said the report would 
now be completed and made ^ 
public by next Thursday and * 
“following that, we antici- 
pate a public bearing.” It 
appeared the only day avail- 
able would be Friday. 

Ms. Johnson’s move ap- 
peared to have trumped 
Democrats by giving diem 
the report prior to the House 
vote but taking away Lbe 
hearings, which were much 
more important to them. 

“If you have to make 
your choice, clearly the 
public hearing is the more 
important process.” Mr. 
Cardin told reporters. 

In what amounted to a 
plea-baigain with the ethics 
committee which avoided 
need for a public “trial,” 

Mr. Gingrich admitted last 
Dec. 2 1 that he had brought 
discredit on the House by 
failing to get legal advice 
to ensure compliance with jf 
a ban on use of tax-exempt ^ 
funds for possible partisan 
activity and to have given 
false information to House 
investigators. 

The Gingrich tape con- 
troversy erupted Friday 
when the New York Times 
reported on a conversation 

between. the speaker, aides 
and political allies last Dec, 

21, the day he and the 
Ethics Committee reached 
agreement on the charges 
against him. 

The newspaper said the 
tape was made by someone 
in Florida “unsympathetic to 
Mr. Gingrich” who overhead 
the call on a police scanner 
which picked up a celluJar 
phone transmission.. The 
Tunes said it had received a 
transcript of the call from *** 
Democratic 

hostile to Mr. E7 — 

The tape suggested Mr- 
Gingrich was consulting 
allies on how to mount-? 
damage-control count® 8 ** 
tack against the dials® 1 
despite his promise not® 
do so. 
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Workers prepare a sea fences to keep Oi nndear power plant’i cooling system free from oil slicks in Oi, a coastline 
town in northwestern Japan, in the latest danger posed by a spill from ruptured Russian tanker Nadhotka. As one 
of the worst oQ spills in Japan's history spread across a widening swath of coastline, Tokyo officials called on 
Moscow to find out bow the accident happened and detail what it would do to help (Reuter photo) 

Japan’s oil spill threatens nuclear reactors 


MIKUNI (AFP) — Japa- 
nese Coast Guards battled 
Saturday to contain Japan's 
worst-ever oil spill which is 
threatening several nuclear 
reactors and has already 
caused severe environmen- 


I f jL tal damage. 
k'Jp A Maritime Safety Agen- 
cy (MSA) official warned 
110 the spill was spreading in 

J Wakasa Bay in Fukui pre- 

* fectnre and was expected to 

* hit die coast on the western 

* part of Tsuruga peninsula 

pe what seven nuclear reac- 

tors -^re concentrated. 

K lr>ds highly likely to 

"J tune,'’; 

te^brircial'toTd a hews coh-‘ 
n ference. “We have delivered 

■ ‘all the information we have 

“ to the operators of nuclear 

u power plants.** 

* Kansai Electric Power Co. 

* Inc. and two other finns are 

* operating a total of 15 nuc- 

,v learreactors in Wakasa Bay. 

! known as Japan's “Nuclear 

Ginza.” 

* A Kansai Electric spokes- 
man has said the company 

^ . : ^may shut down the reactors 
^ "depending on the situa- 


The oil spill from the Rus- 
sian tanker Nakhodka is still 
spreading in the Sea of Ja- 
pan nine days after the ves- 
sel sank, with new oil slicks 
discovered some 40 kilome- 
tres east of the ship's posi- 
tion. 

The 13.000-tonne tanker 
is believed to have lost at 
least 3,700 tonnes of heavy 
oil, which has either already 
washed ashore or threatens 
hundreds of kilometres of 
coastline, seriously endan- 
gering local economies de- 
pendent on fishing and tou- 
rism. 

A belt of oil stretching 
more than 40 kilometres 
was spotted by a MSA plane 
late Friday, and another 
slick of seven kilometres 
was found nearby Saturday, 
MSA officials said. 

The spill is expected to 
reach the northern part of 
Noto peninsula as early 
Sunday, while a slick drift- 
ing west of Wakasa Bay is 
threatening to hit the “Ama- 
nohashidate” sandbar in 
Kyoto prefecture, known as 
one of Japan’s three most 
scenic sites, the officials 


said. 

Efforts to clean up the sea 
and prevent further pollu- 
tion continued Saturday, 
with the MSA and the Self 
Defence Forces mobilising 
a total of 37 ships and eight 
planes in the affected areas. 

In the sea off Mikuni. 
where the tanker's bow is 
located, MSA officials have 
set up two barriers stretch- 
ing 400 metres by 500 me- 
tres to prevent further spii- 
lage. 

Six divers searched the 
waters around the bow Sa- 
turday, but were unable to 
determine, whether oil was 
still leaking, the officials 
said. 

More than 1,000 volun- 
teers have flocked to Mi- 
kuni to help clean up the oil 
which is endangering ma- 
rine resources. 

“We've received the most 
offers to help since the Ko- 
be earthquake," said Tsuto- 
mu Korenaga, 51, of the 
Nippon Volunteer Network 
Active in Disaster, a non- 
governmental organisation 
founded after the massive 
Jan. 17, 1995 quake which 


U;hi>M<:) nii'i.'!' ‘fJrwJ "depending on the situa- one of Japan’s three most founded after the massive fromVladjvostokandSakha- 
tlu* • scenic sites, the officials Jan. 17, 1995 quake which lin in the Russian Far East. 
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;:^m^hechen presidential election race turns bitter 

J ti'llnwi;i}- ih.ii »*■ jn ^ 1. GROZNY (R) — The presidential election race in Russia’s our fighters could explode,” he said, speaking in Chechen. 

jmk- .i yrMu ^ breakaway region of Chechenya is turning bitter as differ- “But we are all tired of fighting." 

.ipjv.jn'd i5»*' ■ ,i,K - 1 ' - fctfces grow between leading candidates, despite pledges to The bearded Basayev, who hijacked an aircraft to Turkey 

,ih!r w.'iiM -v . jjv keep a united front against Moscow. in 1991, became public enemy number one in Russia after 

\b *' ■" * Out of 1 6 candidates only five appear to have a realistic leading a raid on the southern town of Budennovsk in June 

jv.iii-.i ‘ ' t “ 1 ^ b - chance, including guerrilla commander Shamil Basayev, 1995. 

*■' Acting President Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev and Asian A group of rebels under his command seized hostages in 

l!i»' 'm' 1 1 I” ' 11 ^ Maskhadov, who recently resigned as head of the interim a hospital and more than 100 people were killed. 

\«.Ss- I'sit i.iyv,.: ■ l i " niik .j l , L : government. _ Commander Basayev was speaking on the first anniver- 

iKMuny- ' I 1 . 1 ” . Commander Basayev Thursday accused his rivals for the saiy wec k of a raid led by another guerrilla leader, 

ssi'.p. • 1 “ Chechen presidency in elections set for Jan. 27 of turning Salman Raduyev, in which dozens of people were killed in 

i- Ii w'M itw 1 their backs on the fighters who helped them drive out the neighbouring region of Dagestan. 

> " m \ ,} ’ ' !v *' * Vu. mure i . Russian forces. ... At a separate rally in a cemetery where Chechen fighters 

ImiWk- h*--""'- ". V Mr r -He rold a rally m the town of Argun near the capital med ^ ^ raid are buried. Commander Basayev said: 
iiiapt«if-nt Grozny that Russia was trying to foment discord among the “These graves show that our people have truly earned their 

i ',ii i! i n ‘ i , separatists. indeoendence ” 
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tflces grow between leading candidates, despite pledges to 
■keep a united front against Moscow. 

Out of 16 candidates only five appear to have a realistic 
diance. including guerrilla commander Shamil Basayev, 
Acting President Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev and Asian 
Maskhadov, who recently resigned as head of the interim 
government. 

Commander Basayev Thursday accused his rivals for the 
Chechen presidency in elections set for Jan. 27 of turning 
their backs on the fighters who helped them drive out 
Russian forces. 

-He rold a rally in die town of Argun near the capital 
Grozny that Russia was trying to foment discord among the 


the end of the war our leaders have pushed away 
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l \v .' 1 th.ii i ' 1 lu ‘j | S .‘ jA- 1 parliament — is now well under way across the tiny , oil-rich 
, lr.v u-iln • 11 ' I' \i jiirf fc- -Jpritory and the main candidates draw large crowds to their 

t'.ulcre i ' 1 ' 1 \Mih rallies despite freezing temperatures . _ 

Cl|sl! ;.- ..■iii|* l,Jlfc ‘ ' c ,niit (^CCommander Basayev accused Mr. Yandarbiyev and Mr. 
, »vsn i»m ‘ "’Maskhadov Q f failing to tackle rising crime and wage and 

iiiml* I..: I '^|sion arrears. . 

utn«t' .n*- 1 l ’’ .anise on Friday Maskhadov. who commanded Chechen 

talvc :!, u *' forces during the war. pledged help for former fighters and 

tmcsnc-it.'i* fetir families. 

t . . t i 1 u - :^Se will never forget the fallen and we will take good 

t£t*t *■» ' * ‘‘ ! '* pHtiP ^ of all those who survived,” he told a rally at the village 

• v ‘ ! w Asinskay tu west of Grozny, 

u i] *v'»l ■' 1 Maskhadov also distanced himself from the interim 

-v Yn*' ' government and said Mr. Zavgayev and other ■‘traitors'* 

" ?« t*f ; ^ould all be punished. 

f .:..x . / Local people assailed the presidential candidates with 

j i s i ‘ l ',J ! complaints about lack of work and shortages of materials to 

' ■■n t ' :l “ ‘ * Teboild their war-battered communities . 

,,yl 1 ‘ . ‘i l5 ■ : ■ t die Mr. Maskhadov went out of his way to reassure Russians 

!■[ [, ..'■•i '' 1 ' ‘lyi* 'fo tbe audience that their future would be secure in an inde- 

. ^ *' .. K u' - PCadent Chechen state. “We are all the same under the law. 

" ‘7 ' i ;:ul Religion will not divide us, I want to assure you of this.” 

* !■ ■* !l ' ‘ U dirf election is pan of a peace deal agreed with Moscow 

™ K ’V, k ' Z\] # ^August halting 21 months of Fighting in which tens of 

ilu - •■ ll . ,j:’ ■' pif ^tHtsands were killed and many more made homeless, 

u h n J» »'J‘ *' .. ...p 11 jj : -Campaign posters, mostly printed in Turkey and depicc- 

"»i l4 * roni" 1 the candidates' faces against the background of 

lime* ;!li . .ill S^^techenya’s green, red and white flag, adorn cars and shop 
n .tilth ' .. n;.:' «■■'.. ^^ldbws and most Chechens questioned by Reuters said 

I v,;, ‘ ■' ' t : \'j . « ii**:- 1 1 j \K intended to vote. 

'’-.’V** !*!.» • «■. ■:?>' tl ‘|]n | i. £ /Commander Basayev, accompanied by gun-toting body- 
Flic ! y* ’ t% i acaised his rivals of surrounding themselves with 

liifti'ii-'f* ' f"‘ rJ i- SSpponers of Doku Zavgayev, the former pro-Moscow 

a*? - h » is widely despised in the mountainous 
datstii. 1 ’ 1 ’ * .|u' L .,ii* 1 ^hcasian region. 
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'^ucastan region. 

/:?^This policy could lead to war among ourselves because 


shattered region. 

Meanwhile, The leadership of Russia's Cossacks has 
called on President Boris Yeltsin to introduce a state of 
emergency in the Chechen republic, the ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported Saturday. 

In a letter to Mr. Yeltsin, the Council of Cossack Ata m a ns , 
or traditional Cossack leaders, said the measure was need- 
ed to protect human rights in the north Caucasus republic. 

“All peoples of the north Caucasus must have equal gains 
from the political outcomes of Chechenya’s peaceful settle- 
ment,** the letter read. 

A state of emergency would involve a suspension of sev- 
eral constitutional rights. 

The Cossacks — whose forefathers played a leading role 
in helping the Russian empire conquer the Caucasus in the 
18th and 19th centuries — were staunch supporters of Mr. 
Yeltsin’s bloody crackdown on Chechenya' s independence 
bid. 

In their letter, they said that murders, robberies, rapes, 
kidnappings and slavery were happening “on a daily basis'* 
in Chechenya and was responsible for the exit of 400,000 
refugees from the republic of a little over one million peo- 
ple. 

Many ethnic Russians left Chechenya when the Chechens 
declared independence in 1991. 

However, the vasr bulk of refugees fled when Russian 
troops launched their failed attempt to restore Moscow's 
rule in December 1994, sparking a war which killed an 
estimated 40,000 people in 21 months. The war ended in 
August last year with a peace settlement leading to the full 
withdrawal of Russian troops. Chechenya’s political status 
was left temporarily undefined. 

The letter to Mr. Yeltsin was signed by Cossack Troop 
Atamans from Kuban, Stavropol, Terek and other associa- 
tions in southern Russia. 


Serbian government gives 
ground in election crisis 


killed thousands and left the 
city in ruins. 

Mr. Korenaga’s group, 
based in Hyogo prefecture 
in western Japan, is helping 
coordinate volunteers in oil 
retrieval work here, the area 
worst hit by the oil spill. 

“I found that Japanese 
people have a strong inter- 
est in environmental prob- 
lems.” he said. 

Mikuni town officials said 
Saturday about 2^00 peo- 
ple were helping the clean- 
up effort, including 1.000 
volunteers. 

“I like the sea, and we 
have often come to Wakasa . 
Bay. We saw a newspaper 
report and decided to come 
here,” said Chikazu Kiji, a 
20-year-old college student 
from Nara in western Japan 
who came to Mikuni with 
his 22-year-old brother 
Noritaka. 

The owner of the Russian 
tanker has offered full com- 
pensation For environmental 
damage and said it was ready 
to lease special clean-up ves- 
sels and send them to Japan 
from Vladivostok and Sakha- 
lin in the Russian Far East. 


BELGRADE (R) — The 
Serbian government gave in 
Saturday to demands that 
opposition victories in dis- 
puted municipal elections 
be restored, agreeing with 
protesting students that the 
results must be honoured. 

“The Serbian government 
representatives agreed with 
the necessity that the will of 
the citizens expressed at 
local elections must be fully 
respected.” said a statement 
signed by Serbian Deputy 
Prime Ministers Ratko Mar- 
kovic and Nedeljko Sipovac 
and a delegation of students 
in Belgrade. 

The students were de- 
manding recognition of op- 
position victories in Ser- 
bia's Nov. 17 local elec- 
tions. free access to state 
media and the sacking of 
Belgrade University’s rec- 
tor. 

‘Their stands and ours are 
identical on the three de- 
mands,” Cedomir Jovano- 
vic. a student protest leader, 
told Reuters. 

“The talks were not un- 
pleasant, they immediately 
expressed readiness to ac- 
cept our demands,” he said. 

The statement went on: 
“In keeping with this, the 
government will during the 
day order die Justice Minis- 
try to demand of competent 
state bodies, which still 
have not finished establish- 
ing final election results, to 
do this urgently.'* 

China’s 
veto stalls 
Guatemalan 
peace process 

UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— Angered at Guatemala's 
ties to Taiwan, China killed 
-a U.N. plan to monitor dis- 
armament and a ceasefire 
in the Central ^American 
country that just ended a 
brutal 36-year-old civil 
war. 

Reactions were swift 
with Guatemala threaten- 
ing to take China's action 
to the General Assembly in 
an attempt to embarrass 
Beijing before the full 185- 
U.N. membership. And se- 
nior U.N. officials sought 
to engineer alternatives 
quickly to prevent the 
peace process from unrav- 
elling. 

One alternative men- 
tioned was a non-U.N. 
multinational force paid 
for by troops contributors 
or one under the leadership 
of the Organisation of 
American States. 

At a late Friday night 
meeting, all Security 
Council members except 
China vored in favour of a 
resolution that would have 
dispatched 155 peacekeep- 
ers to Guatemala for three 
months under a U.N. -bro- 
kered peace accord signed 
on Dec. 29 between the go- 
vernment and leftist rebels. 

But a negative vote by 
China, which along with 
the United States. Britain, 
France and Russia, has ve- 
to power in the 15-member 
council, meant that Coun- 
cil President His as hi Owa- 
da of Japan bad to an- 
nounce that the resolution 
had failed. 

It was China's first U.N. 
Security Council veto in 
nearly 24 years. China con- 
siders Taiwan a renegade 
province and objects to any 
country having diplomatic 
ties to Taipei. 

Taiwan, in turn, has gi- 
ven generous economic aid 
to several small, impover- 
ished nations around the 
world. Commenting on the 
veto, Taiwan's Foreign Mi- 
nister John Chang said in 
Taipei: “The move will on- 
ly cause antipathy in the 
Central American nations.” 

Under the peace accord, 
Guatemala’s army would 
redeploy units to specified 
locations, after which 
troops from the rebel Gua- 
temalan National Revolu- 
tionary Unit (URNG) 
would move to eight as- 
sembly points and disarm. 
The U.N. observers were to 
verify the process. 


But . Serbian opposition 
leaders, wary of any pro- 
mises and wanting to see 
action, started traffic jams 
in central Belgrade Satur- 
day, the 55th straight day of 
peaceful protests against 
alleged election fraud. 

Mr. Milosevic has come 
under tremendous interna- 
tional pressure to reinstate 
the opposition victories. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for Europe John 
Kornblum said Saturday 
that Washington was con- 
sidering a unilate ral freeze 
on new trade deals and offi- 
cial relations to pressure 
Mr. Milosevic into acknow- 
ledging the opposition vic- 
tories. 

Zajedno (Together^, as the 
opposition coalition is 
known, claimed to have 
won 14 of Serbia's 18 lar- 
gest cities including the 
capital Belgrade and the 
second city Nis. 

But President Slobodan 
Milosevic's Socialists 
(SPS) annulled the victo- 
ries, claiming unspecified 
irregularities. 

The cancellation triggered 
a wave of daily street pro- 
tests. now in their eighth 
week, by Belgrade students 
and Zajedno supporters — 
the ‘most serious challenge 
to leftist rule- in Serbia that 
dates to 1945. 

The statement came hours 
after political sources had 
said Mr. Milosevic was ex- 


pected to acknowledge op- 
position victories in the 
elections and call for a coa- 
lition government. 

It remained unclear 
whether the acknowledge- 
ment would be made public 
in a statement or whether 
the SPS and allied Yugoslav 
United Left (JUL) would try 
to save face by passing the 
buck to the government 

Political sources believed 
the government could carry 
out orders and award 
Zajedno victory with much 
less publicity. 

In a s imil ar move earlier 
this week the Serbian gov- 
ernment ordered the Elec- 
tion Commission in Nis to 
concede the ruling SPS 
election loss there. 

The decision to uphold 
Zajedno's election victories 
was made at a meeting 
Friday of senior SPS and 
JUL officials, a political 
source said. 

Hours later the Belgrade 
JUL board issued a state- 
ment demanding that “all 
local authorities be set up in 
keeping with the expressed 
will of the electorate. The 
electoral will of Serbia’s cit- 
izens must be respected.” 

Belgrade Mayor Nebojsa 
Covic, a moderate politician 
who reportedly fought a 
major battle with SPS and 
JUL hardliners, finally 
broke silence Saturday, 
slamming party diehards. 

“From the onset of the se- 


rious political election cri- 
sis, I have been using my 
leverage to convince those 
who should be making deci- 
sions that it (the crisis) 
should be overcome by re- 
cognising the electoral will 
of the citizens.” 

He had refused ro consti- 
tute a new dry assembly, 
control of which the SPS 
allegedly wrested by fraud 
from Zajedno, because it 
was “appointed in a way 
against which tens of thou- 
sands of students and Bel- 
graders have been demon- 
strating for two months 
now.” 

The Serbian government 
promised to punish those 
who forged the election re- 
sults: “The competent state 
bodies will be demanded 
also to determine responsi- 
bility and adequate punish- 
ment in cases where elec- 
tion results were forged.” 

Political sources in Bel- 
grade said Mr. Milosevic 
was preparing a big reshuf- 
fle in the government, the 
ruling party and state media 
after the election fiasco. 

“It is definitely on, but 
will not happen until the cri- 
sis is over.” a senior politi- 
cal source told Reuters. 

“Milosevic will endorse a 
report by the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe in its entire- 
ty,” he said. 


Police teargas demonstrators in Seoul; 
pressure on government mounts 


SEOUL (AFP.) — Riot 
police Saturday fired vol- 
leys of tear gas to break up 
a massive rally in central 
Seoul against an unpopular 
labour law, as pressure 
mounted on the government 
to repeal the law,'. , , . 

Most of the 15,000 work- 
ers. intellectuals, religious 
leaders and student activists 
in the rally scattered when 
phalanxes of gas-shooting 
police moved in on the pro- 
test in the city's Pagoda 
Park. But some, shouting 
“down with (President) 
Kim Young-Sam,” fought 
back with stones and tried 
to break through to nearby 
Myongdong Cathedral as 
rumours spread that police 
had moved in to arrest se- 
ven labour leaders holed up 
in the church. 

AFP reporters on the 
scene said the tear gas, fired 
from vehicle-mounted mul- 


tiple launchers, was so hea- 
vy that they could not see. 

Plainclothes police earlier 
Saturday tried three times to 
serve arrest warrants on the 
seven labour leaders, headed 
by Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions fKCTU) head 
Kwon Young-Gil, but were 
driven back by supporters. 

Hundreds of other riot po- 
lice surrounded the cathe- 
dral. 

The Seoul rally was one of 
at least five nationwide 
against the labour law, which 
was railroaded through par- 
liament by the rating New 
Korea Party (NKP) on Dec. 
26. Similar demonstrations 
were underway in the indus- 
trial cities of Mans an, Ulsan 
and Changwon. The rally 
took place after labour union- 
ists rejected as a “farce” an 
offer by the government to 
hold a televised debate on the 
unpopular law, which gives 


employers a freer band to fire 
workers and extend working 
hours. It also outlaws the 
KCTU until 2000. 

In Ulsan thousands of 
workers from the giant 
Hyundai Group . staged { a 
mass rally, and the Federa- 
tion of Hyundai Unions, 
which boasts 80,000 mem- 
bers, called for all-out 
strikes next week. Federa- 
tion members include 
32,000 at Hyundai Motor 
Co., South Korea's largest 
automaker, and 20,000 at 
Hyundai Heavy Industries 
that has the country's big- 
gest shipyard. The strike 
call came after a Hyundai 
Motor employee Friday 
tried to bum himself to 
death during a protest 
march. The worker, who 
suffered burns on 90 per 
cent of his body, was still 
alive Saturday. 


Tigers claim killing over 200 
soldiers, admit losing 140 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Trger guerrillas Satur- 
day claimed to have killed 
“over 200” government sol- 
diers while losing 140 of 
their own fighters during a 
major attack against two 
strategic army bases in nor- 
thern Sri Lanka. 

The separatist Liberation 
Ti gers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) said in a statement 
from its London office that 
it destroyed 11 long-range 
artillery pieces and captured 
a large quantity of small 
arms and ammunition. 

“Over 200 Sri Lankan 
troops were killed and hun- 
dreds more badly injured 
when LTTE forces overran 
two military complexes at 
Para nthan and Elephant,” 
the Li l t : said . 

.The LTTE clandestine 
radio, the Voice of Tigers, 
said 78 women fighters 
were among the 140 Tiger 
rebels killed in Thursday's 


pre-dawn assault on the 
army. 

“We have completed our 
mission to destroy the ar- 
mouries at Paranthan and 
Elephant Pass army 
camps,” the Voice of Tigers 
said, adding rebels also 
smashed a 10-kilometre 
bunker tine of the security 
forces. 

The Defence Ministry 
Friday said 142 bodies of 
government soldiers bad 
been found by troops during 
a clearing operation and 
claimed that more than 500 
Tiger rebels were killed or 
wounded in the fierce bat- 
tle. 

The ministry said it inter- 
cepted Tiger radio commu- 
nications giving out names 
of 171 rebels, including 20 
top leaders, who perished in 
the fighting. 

Official figures show that 
232 government troopers 
were seriously wounded in 


the seven-hour battle, the 
worst against security 
forces in six months. 

“A major search is now 
underway to assess the da- 
mage and look for victims,” 
a military official here said. 
“There are small groups of 
Tigers who are still con- 
fronting troops.” 

There was no immediate 
report of casualties in the 
renewed fighting, a military 
spokesman here said. 

Military analysts said the 
massive attack against gov- 
ernment positions under- 
scored the vulnerability of 
troops stretched thinly in 
hostile territory of the is- 
land’s north. 

Security forces have 
spread themselves over a 
large area fo llowi ng the 
capture of the LTTE’s main 
bastion of Jaffna and the 
key towns that were under 
rebel control in the north of 
the country. 


Police find weapons cache in Corsica 


AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — 
Paramilitary police found 
several dozen handguns, ri- 
fles and rocket-launchers in 
Corsica Friday as seven se- 
paratist sympathisers were 
brought before Paris anti- 
terrorism judges in another 
probe. 

Gendarmerie police said 
the weapons cache was dis- 
covered in Borgo, south of 
the town of Bastia, in a 
probe following the ma- 
chine gunning of Gendar- 
merie barracks in Sainte 


Marie Sicche Dec. 27. 

The arms including Re- 
mington rifles and ammuni- 
tion were found at the home 
of one of nine suspects de- 
tained in the probe. 

Separately, justice sources 
said seven men close to the 
a Cuncolta Naziunalista 
separatist movement were 
presented to anti-terrorism 
Judges Jean-Francois Ri- 
card and Laurence Le Vert 
in Paris. 

A Cuncolta Naziunalista 
is the legal facade of the 


outlawed separatist Corsi- 
can National Liberation 
Front (FLNC). 

The seven are suspected 
of involvement in the ma- 
chinegunning of the Le Pas- 
cal Paoli Hotel in the town 
of Aregno in October. The 
FLNC has claimed respon- 
sibility for the attack. 

Justice sources said the 
seven would likely be 
placed under investigation 
and ordered held in preven- 
tive custody. 
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New bridge to Gulf 


HRH CROWN Prince Hassan's keynote address 
to the convention of the Mediterranean Charter 
Group in Madrid on Friday appears to have 
aimed first and foremost at expanding the hori- 
zon of the ongoing governmental and non-govern- 
mental efforts to put Euro-Mediterranean rela- 
tions in a well-defined framework. To begin with, 
Prince Hassan reminded his audience, made up 
of non-governmental organisations, that “the 
East Mediterranean does not end in a cul-de-sac 
in the Levant;" rather it is a geographic area that 
extends to the Gulf region as well. The organic 
link between East Mediterranean and Arab Gulf 
countries finds expression in common history, 
shared religion and culture as well as common 
demographic conditions. This is not to mention 
the growing economic ties between the two sides 
of the same geographic entity. 

"'In terms of people as well as ideas and cul- 
ture," Prince Hassan said, “East Mediterranean 
and the Gulf region are two sides of the same coin. 
This makes the security of the Arab Gulf states 
and that of East Mediterranean intertwined and 
inter-linked necessitating a comprehensive 
approach and application." These facts. Crown 
Prince Hassan said, makes it incumbent that any 
regional framework for the broader concept of 
the Middle East should be "based on a broadly 
defined security concept encompassing the mili- 
tary. economic and human dimensions." 

We cannot agree more with these thoughts, 
especially insofar as advancing Euro-East 
Mediterranean relations is concerned. The Gulf 
crisis in 1990 demonstrated very vividly how dif- 
ficult. if not outright impossible, it was to. sepa- 
rate Middle Eastern security and development 
from that of the Gulf region. If anything, the war 
that bruke out in 1991 in the wake of the occupa- 
tion of Kuwait by Iraq demonstrated that the con- 
flicts and factors at play in the entire region are 
so inter-dependent that they can hardly be viewed 
in different prisms. Whether we are speaking in 
terms of peoples, ideas, culture, security or eco- 
nomic and political cooperation, the two areas 
have to he treated with a comprehensive 
approach. 

■As solutions to most human problems in any 
region of (he world must be cooperative and inter- 
disciplinary, so must be the approach to the East 
Mediterranean basin's conflicts and challenges. 
Since the formation of the Mediterranean 
Charter Group is essentially a non-governmental 
attempt to put Euro-Middle Eastern relations on 
the right track, vve trust that the fresh ideas 
advanced by Prince Hassan will also be heard 
and acted upon by the concerned governments, 
both in Europe and in this part of the world. 

It is only through concerted and joint efforts by 
governments and NGOs, here and on the 
European continent, that vve can hope to under- 
take mutually -rein forcing projects — and achieve 
complementarity. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A W R1TER liw Al Ra’i Saturday criticised people who display 
creed and voracity during the month of Ramadan, reminding 
readers dial Muslims should give attention to fasting and 
prayers during the holy month. Sultan Hattub expressed uston- 
isl uncut at the way people behave and the different types of 
food they hoard and stockpile during this month, and said this 
practice shows that they give more attention to their stomach 
than to spiritual life. The writer also criticised the government 
and the local media for turning people's attention to or remind- 
ing them of the fact that plenty of meat, poultry', vegetables and 
fruit are found in sufficient quantities in the local markets and 
for almost daily tackling questions related to food instead of 
urging (lie rich to be more generous in their help to the poor and 
encouraging Muslims to display solidarity with the needy. At 
the same lime, the writer reminded the readers that rood stock- 
piling is bound to creole instability in the market and encour- 
age merchants ro increase their prices in a manner that would 
harm ihe poor more than the other sectors. He said that in 
Ramadan many people full in debt due to their extravagance 
and many sutler from indigestion from overeating. 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i Saturday said the latest explosions in 
Tel Aviv were the making of extremist groups in Israel who 
oppose the redeployment in Hebron or any Israeli pullout of 
forces from oilier Palestinian lands. The explosions serve as a 
clear message from these groups to Israeli Prime Minister 
Bern amin Netanyahu, warning him against committing him- 
self to the implementation of die Oslo accords that provide for 
the redeploy n jeni. according to .Ahmad Mlsleh. The writer said 
that if the earlier explosions in Tel Aviv and in Jerusalem were 
planted by Arabs who wanted to min the peace process, the 
recent explosions in Tel Aviv were clearly perpetrated by- 
Zionist extremists bent on achieving the same objective. The 
Tel Aviv explosions, coming close on the heels of the Israeli 
soldier’s attack on Hebron civilians, dearly display the extrem- 
ists' hostile attitude towards peace with the Arabs and their 
intention to carry out terrorist attacks any rime and place to 
achieve their evil ends, added the writer. He said that unless the 
Israeli government implements the Oslo accord with the Arabs 
to preempt further attacks more obstacles will pile up in the 
push of peace. 


Economy is doing well, contrary 


to some businessmen’s complaints 


A VIEWPOINT on the Jordanian economy has two sides: 
one represents optimism and confidence and is expressed 
by outsiders who observe the economic situation from 
afar, the other represents pessimism and doubts, expressed 
by some dissatisfied Jordanian businessmen. 

It is worth to examine the basis for these two contradict- 
ing points of view, and the reasons for which Jordanians 
see the dark side of the economy while foreign observers 
see the bright side and think highly of the Kingdom’s eco- 
nomic future. 

On che other hand, one may like to find out which of the 
two groups depends on studies, analysis and meaningful 
indicators to measure economic performance and judge 
the outcome, and which group depends on its hunches and 
recycled rumours w-hich are not confirmed by real life. 

It is only normal to have some failures among the busi- 
ness community in che couAUy. They witness a decline in 
their businesses and profits because others had entered 
their market more forcefully and were able to seize their 
share of the marker. These people who fail are justified in 
their complaints, but they should reevaluate their own state 
of affairs to reform obsolete methods, remedy shortcom- 
ings and try to make a comeback or surrender. It is not up 
to them to evaluate the Jordanian economy as a whole, and 
pass judgement based on what happens to them. 

If general sales tax reaches JD 400 million this year, 
which forms 10 per cent of all commodities sold to con- 


sumers, then the cost of such sales must be in the order of 
JD 4.4 billion, over and above the exempted items such as 
food, medicine, water, fuel, etc. This indicates a substan- 
tial purchasing power and an expanded domestic market. 
If a given businessman is suffering of recession, it is his 
own problem not that of the national economy, which is 
growing steadily. 

On the other hand, imports of commodities rose in 1996 
by around 14 per cent quite a substantial jump. If the rea- 
son behind this jump is more raw materials, then industry 
must be in good shape. If the reason is more consumer 
goods, then che public is prospering. If the reason is more 
machinery and capital equipment, then new investments 
must be soaring. It is beyond comprehension to hear busi- 
nessmen talk about economic recession in a year when 
imports are growing at the rate of 24 per cent. 

And one more point: the businessmen who blame the 
economy, rather than their behaviour, are not well 
informed and scientifically qualified to pass judgement on 
the overall economic situation and the likely future of the 
economy. There are specific institutions specialised in 
assessing the economic situation in the country; they can 
push up or down any company, project or national econo- 
my according to their evaluation. 

What do such specialised institutions say about the 
Jordanian economy? 

Among the most prominent of these institutions is 


“Standard and Poor’s" which, in September 1996. raised 
the lona-term foreign currency rating of Jordan from B+ to 
BB- and revised the outlook on the rating from positive to 
stable. Standard and Poor’s also asigned a BB- rating to 
Jordan’s Brady bonds and affirmed its BBB- long-term 
and A-3 short-term ratings on Jordan’s dinar denominated 
debt. 

The upgrade reflected a lower external debt burden as 
well as government’s increased fiscal restraint However, 
Jordan is still highly dependent on remittances, tourism 
receipts and intraregional trade. As such, its economy 
remains highly sensitive to developments in the volatile 
Middle East. . . 

When I meet a Jordanian businessman complaining 
about the bad economic situation, I know for sure that he 
is talking about himself and describing his own bad situa- 
tion. I also know that he is a failure with no future. The 
Jordanian economy as a whole has been upbeat for the past 
five years. It has a promising future for the coming five 
years, irrespective of the developments on the peace front. 

The director of the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
who was in Jordan last week, described die economic 
achievements in the Kingdom during the past five years as 
wonders. The local complaints which we hear from time to 
time will soon disappear as their sources will be kicked out 
of the market and replaced with the new generation of 
dynamic managers and entrepreneurs. 


Dreadful divides and murderous misrules 


By Daya Kishan Thussu 


LONDON — As the new 
Stability Force (S-For) takes 
over in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 
legitimising its division on 
ethnic lines, the curse of par- 
tition continues to reverber- 
ate in other parts of the 
world. 

S-For, led by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), replaces the I-For 
< Implementation Force ). 
which was deployed a year 
ago to put in place the much- 
heralded peace deal ham- 
mered out in the United 
States and signed by presi- 
dents Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia. Frarjo Tudjman of 
Croatia and Alija 
Izetbegovic of Bosnia. 

While the negotiators 
pored over maps, divided up 
burnt and devastated villages 
and towns, drew up bound- 
aries through the houses and 
gardens of ordinary 
Bosnians, they followed an 
old practice mastered by the 
big powers — ‘'divide and 
rule" or. at least, “maintain 
your sphere of influence." 

But does partition work? 
In Northern Ireland, the 
legacy of the 1922 partition 
along religious lines has 
been decades of sectarian 


hate and violence between 
Republicans and Unionists 
wanting to remain part of the 
United Kingdom. 

Perhaps those redrawing 
the Balkan map should have 
looked more closely at the 
record of the divided lands, 
communities and cultures 
common in the so-called 
Third World, such as the 
division of British India in 
1947 into two sovereign 
nations. India and Pakistan. 

Pakistan was created 
ostensibly to give a home- 
land to Indian Muslims, but 
more Muslims live in India 
today than in Pakistan. 
Indeed the wars between the 
two countries since indepen- 
dence — in 1948, 1965 and 
1971 — and the continuing 
border dispute over Kashmir 
can be directly linked to the 
partition. 

The legacy of that dreadful 
event — which claimed 
nearly a million lives and 
displaced more than 10 mil- 
lion people — can be seen in 
other problems. The ethnic 
strife between the Urdu- 
speaking Mohajirs (which 
means refugees) and the 
dominant Sindhi community 
in Karachi is a case in point 
The dispute, which has 
killed thousands of people. 


is cruelly ironic since Urdu 
is the official language of 
Pakistan. 

In addition, the enmity 
between India and Pakistan 
has resulted in high defence 
spending in the sub-conti- 
nent and correspondingly 
low allocations for health 
and education. 

Both countries will be 
marking 1997 as the golden 
jubilee year for indepen- 
dence. recalling in patriotic 
sentiments die great events 
of the liberation movement. 
Ceremonies will be held, 
colourful rallies staged, con- 
ferences organised and 
media misused to hype 
’ nationalist: sentiment.' 

In this age of globalisation, 
whipping up the nationalist 
horse can always produce 
political dividends. Insecure 
politicians, such as the little- 
known prime minister of 
India, Deve Gowda, who 
heads a 13-party coalition, 
will try to outdo their rivals 
in playing the Hindu nation- 
alist card. 

He faces a serious political 
threat from the right-wing 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
which gained the highest 
number of seats in the 
national parliament by riding 
the Hindu juggernaut. 


In Pakistan, too, where 
elections are scheduled for 
February, nationalism in its 
Islamic version is likely to 
dominate politics in the new 
year. Although Westernised, 
key players in the political 
arena, such as ousted Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
former cricket star Imran 
Khan and President Farooq 
Leghari will not hesitate to 
exploit religion. Imran, espe- 
cially. has made much of his 
“rediscovery*' of Islam. 

In Bangladesh, which is 
celebrating its 25tta anniver- 
sary of independence. Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina. the 
daughter of the country's 
founder. Sheikh Mujibur 
Rehman, wants to reinstate 
her father to the status of 
Bangbandhu (the friend of 
Bengalis), a name given to 
him during the liberation 
snuggle. 

Independence was 

achieved after a war against 
West Pakistan. Apart from 
religion. East Pakistan — as 
Bangladesh was called until 
1971 — had little in com- 
mon with its other half. 
Bengalis felt they were 
being discriminated against, 
their language and culture 
was not being valued and 
that they had little control 


over their economy. 

Defying the religious logic 
of partition. Bengali nation- 
alism triumphed and inde- 
pendent Bangladesh chose a 
poem by Nobel prize-win- 
ning Bengali poet-philoso- 
pher Rabindra Nath Tagore 
as its national anthem. 
Tagore, a Hindu, is also the 
author of India’s national 
anthem. 

The end of the British Raj 
in India unleashed forces 
which made it impossible for 
European empires to contin- 
ue in Asia. Within two years 
of India's partition came the 
independence of Indonesia 
from Dutch colonial rule. 
Eight years after that Ghana 
became the first country in 
Africa to throw off the colo- 
nial yoke and the “wind of 
change” swept across the 
continent 

In Africa, too. most states 
were created with scant 
regard to geography, history 
or ethnic or cultural consid- 
erations. Mozambicans have 
half of their families in 
Malawi, Ghanaians have rel- 
atives who are Nigerian citi- 
zens. and Somalis have 
cousins in Ethiopia. Much of' 
the post-independence con- 
flict in Africa stems from 
border disputes arising from 


the "divide and rule” poli- 
cies of European colonial 
powers. 

In the post-colonial, post- 
cold war era, it is fashion- 
able, especially in the West, 
to dismiss such issues as out 
of date. But to see their rele- 
vance, one needs only to 
look at the historic roots of 
the 1 994 Rwandan mas- 


sacres. 

If events in Bosnia are 
anything to go by. it seems 
that the international com- 
munity has not learned much 
from past mistakes. While 
30,000 Western troops patrol 
Bosnian cities and towns, 
die - idea of "a multi-ethnic, 
multi-cultural’ state "•■.'In 
Balkans hasibeen consigned 
to history. 

At the end of the 20th cen- 
tury. the West has effectively 
legitimised tribal warfare — 
known in its fascist incarna- 
tion as "ethnic cleansing” — 
in Europe, the beacon of 
modernity. 


Daya Kishan Thussu lec- 
tures in media studies at 
Britain's Coventry Univer- 
sity. He is co-author of the 
book “ Contra-Flow in 
Global News". This article 
is reprinted from the Gemini 
News Service. 


Doomsday times ten 


By G wynne Dyer 


I DO not normallv commit pla- 
giarism. hut occasionally, 

another journalist has an idea 
so good that it is worth ripping 
it off and spreading it around 
the planet immediately. Such a 
one is David Nicholson-Lord. 
who recently phoned up 

William Hill, the British book- 
makers. and asked them to 
quote the odds on the end of 
the world. 

William Hill have the habit 
of making odds and taking bets 
on all sorts of unlikely events, 
mainly because it provides 
excellent and cheap publicity. 
They presumably have a bat- 
tery of anonymous experts on 
retainer to help them set the 
odds. Once they have 
announced them, after all. 
someone may actually place a 
bet. 

So Nicholson-Lord asked 
William Hill to quote the odds 
on ten different ways for the 
world lo end. He did not miss 
one. except perhaps a global 
plague of bad breath. 

The good old Four Horsemen 
of the Apocalypse were there, 
of course, but also such relative 
newcomers to the list of global 
threats as climate change, over- 
population and space invaders. 
So William Hill set fo work 
polling the experts, and the 
results were splashed across 
the Sunday magazine of the 
Independent newspaper in 
London last week. 

What immediately got one’s 
attention was that the trendies! 
new ways fur the world to end 
got the short shrift. The end of 
the world through over popula- 
tion. for example, was given 
odds of 25 million-io-one 


against. That means that if you 
laid a bet of 10 pounds on thpt 
proposition with William Hill 
today, and you turned out to be 
right, they would pay you a 
quarter of a billion pounds 
when it happens. 

Are they being generous, or 
just cunning? Well, if you con- 
sider how the bookies have 
defined the end of the world, 
you begin to see the method in 
their madness. They will only 
have to pay out if. between 
now and the year 2097. the 
world should fall ro a popula- 
tion of only 1 .000 people. 

Fair enough. You could hard- 
ly say the world has ended if 
there are still tens of thousands 
of people cluttering up the 
place. All kinds of bad things 
may happen in the course of 
the next century, and no doubt 
some of them will. But this def- 
inition does let William Hill off 
the hook a little, for it is very 
hard to get down from six bil- 
lion people to only one thou- 
sand by any known means. 

Among the disasters that 
might get the world down to 
that Dumber, the final cause 
quire literally cannot be over 
population. Ten or twenty peo- 
ple trying to live on this planet 
might trigger a general cata- 
strophe. but only a much more 
specific calamity, like war or 
pestilence, could get us down 
below a billion or two. 

The same logic relegates a 
couple of other favourite 
doomsday scenarios to the 
also-rans. Pollution is a mil- 
lion-to-one against, drought is 
100.000-to-one against, and 
climate change and famine 
both come in at 75. 000- let-one 


against. 

These phenomena may cause 


as huge problems in the course 
of ihe next century', and could 
well bring vast misery and 
mass death in their train, but it 
is hard to see how any of them 
could wipe out the human race. 
Indeed, if we dropped down to 
a mere billion or two people, 
these threats would almost 
automatically cease to be prob- 
lems. 

Then there is the fashionable 
disasier-of-the-week, the 
“coming global anarchy." 
William Hill assess that at 
50.000-to-one against (gener- 
ous. to my mind, as it is even 
harder to see how anarchy 
could wipe everybody out). 
And there is the end of die 
world through the natural 
processes of the universe — 
the Sun goes nova, we are 
sucked into a giant black hole, 
there is another Big Bang — 
which they dismiss as a mil- 
lion -to-one against. 

Thai leaves three major con- 
tenders, and very interesting 
ones they are. ‘‘It Came From 
Outer Space" is taken quite 
seriously — 500.000-to-one 
against an alien invasion before 
2097. but a mere i 0.000- to-one 
against a massive meteor strike 
like the one that probably took 
out the dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago. Pestilence does even 
better only 5,000-co-one 
against new diseases arising 
that virtually wipe out the 
human race. And war comes in 
far ahead of the rest of the 
field, at only 500-co-one 
against. 

Now. you can discount all 
this as wild speculation 
untamed by market discipline, 
since William Hill know Lhat 
they would never really have to 
pay out. If the world were 


down to 1,000 people, it is 
highly unlikely that any of the 
firm’s partners would be num- 
bered among the survivors, nor 
any of the punters who laid 
bets with them either. And in 
any case, a world as sparsely 
populated as that would have 
stopped using money. 

But bookies do understand 
odds, and they always take 
them seriously. The numbers 
they have come up with this 
time are far less alarming than 
the risk estimates we usually 
hear, and the logic behind them 
is implacable. 

Most prophets of doom have 
a professional interest in inflat- 
ing estimates of risk, whether 
to draw attention to the danger 
they most fear, or simply to 
themselves. Bookies are free of 
such motives, and they have 
concluded that the risk of the 
human race being effectively 
wiped out during the next cen- 
tury is very .small. 

The only dangers they took 
reully to heart were the old 
ones: war, disease and the old- 
est threat of all llhough we 
only recognised its true nature 
recently): meteor bombard- 
ment from outer space. But 
global warming? The “clash of 
civilisations"? The coming 
global anarchy? Get real. 

Those threats might kill mil- 
lions or even hundreds of mil- 
lions of people, but the only 
potential calamities that endan- 
ger all the billions of mankind 
in the next century are more 
traditional perils: mutant dis- 
eases. rogue meteors, and war. 
And there is hardly more than 
one chance in five hundred that 
even those threats could do 
away with us entirely. The odd- 
makers say so. 


LETTERS 

Investment in Aqaba needed 


To the Editor: 


IN REPLY to Siricka Itavaara’s letter “Why is Aqaba 
empty?*’ (Jordan Times. Jan. 8. 1997). I would like to 
recommend that he ask the private sector, and not the 
government, as to why the situation is such. You see, 
the private sector in Jordan recognises the potential in 
Aqaba and over the last 15 years there were at least five 
major proposals made to the Aqaba Region Authority 
(ARA) to work on a master plan and develop bo* the 
north and sou* beaches in Aqaba. 

In *e early 1990s, a group of investors spent over 
S500.000 on a master plan for *e sou* beach and 
signed a land-purchase agreement wi* the ARA. To 
everyone’s surprise, the government suddenly decided 
to cancel *at contract, as well as o*er contracts signed 
by *e ARA — retroactively. This caused quite a stir in 
*e business community and shook away investors’ 
confidence in Jordan. To add insult to injury, the ARA 
*en decided to throw away all previous master plans 
and to do its own master plan for *e sou* beach, using 
local engineers wi* no experience in resort develop- 
ment They *en proceeded to try and attract investors 
using an auction system for the land. Needless to say. 
*e plan attracted very few investors and no significant 
development has taken place since then. 

Meanwhile, ano*er Middle East country, namely 
Egypt, has done a superb job at developing its Red Sea 
coastline, and attracting tourism. Sharm El Sheikh and 
nurtiaga are now considered amone *c most attractive 
tourist destinations in the region. 

I hope what I wrote somehow answers Mr. ItSvaara’s 
question, while encouraging *e Government to do 
something about Aqaba. ■ 


Marwan Atallau 
Amman- 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions -, 
jrom us readers on any subject they wish to tacld* 
Lerrerr intended for publication, however, should edit- . 

wJll‘ th tSn WnterS fi L 11 ncune fl " </ Preferably address es, 
be wihheld only upon request aid-. 
W rf etecumstances. Utters are subject to 
"" rt. 


lit Douglas JcW 


t \MP ASH RAF. Iraq ~ 
l„ Hus enclave ot Iraq, the 
ltlll l sis*n?» aiv in Persian 
„‘l iik*' “soldier* pay tribute 
■ lf ( t . president Saddam 
Hu.-em i»f Ir.iq hut in ;ui 
hi unman they cull 
M.iivuin. 

• sj K - is the x> mbnl til our 
,u Hide." veiled young 
Milieu chained after 
sl ,,,,iiin$z into a fortified 
luiuker in a military irain- 

iiic exercise. 

•‘■SI io is the tip of tile 

proclaimed anoih- 
0!. a gunner in a Soiitft- 
in.!. le lank. 

H\ the map. Camp 
.\diiaf lies iti Iraq. UK) 
kilometies north of Baeh- 
j A |. Bui a more accurate 
Je'Ciiplion would he ihe 
military headquarters of 
Iran- in-e\ile. anil a place 
limn usell. The sprawling 
L.ui)p is home lo ihe lead- 
risliip of ihe National Lib- 
eration Anns, a formidable 
h .lui.in opposition force, 
li is also home to unfath- 
omable devotion toward 
die 4. ; - u\ii -«»Jd woman her 
tul lowers >a\ should be 


Ara 


to sol 


By Edna Fernandes 
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An Iranian exile 



by her troops 


By Douglas Jehl 

CAMP ASHRAF. Iraq — 
In this enclave of Iraq, the 
road signs are in Persian 
and the soldiers pay tribute 
not to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq but to an 
Iranian woman they call 
Maryam. 

“She is the symbol of our 
struggle,” veiled young 
women chained after 
storming into a fortified 
bunker in a military train- 


•V, * 

ing exercise. 

VHI,. 

"She is foe tip of the 

' 4,11 1 -III 

arrow,” proclaimed anoth- 

""'■ilr, ■ 

er, a gunner in a Soviet- 

■ ‘ 4-: , i t : 

made tank. 


By foe map. Camp 

■■'iii'ii.. 

Ashraf lies in Iraq, 100 

iliiHiV 

kilometres north of Bagh- 

1 1 ''(•!- : | 

I dad. But a more accurate 



military headquarters of 
Iran-in-exile, and a place 
unto itself. The sprawling 
camp is home to the lead- 
ership of the National Lib- 
eration Anny, a formidable 
Iranian opposition force. 

It is also honie to unfath- 
omable devotion toward 
the 43-year-old woman her 
followers say should be 


Maryam Rajavi 

Iran's next leader. 

“We love Maryam 
Rajavi,” men in camou- 
flage dress chanted after 
braving a pool of fire in an 
exercise. “And we promise 
to take her to Tehran.” 

Built up on a barren salt 
plain begi nnin g about a 
decade ago, the anny, now 
about 30.000 strong, is by 
any measure the be si- 
armed opposition force 


poised outside any coun- 
try's borders. 

With raids deep into Iran 
in 1988, in the closing 
months of the eight-year 
Iran-Iraq war. it equipped 
itself with about $2 billion 
worth of weapons, includ- 
ing American-made 

armoured personnel carri- 
ers and British-made 
Chieftain tanks. 

And while Iran and Iraq 


have meticulously 

observed a ceasefire since 
then, the presence of the 
opposition force reflects 
the enmity that the secular 
government in Baghdad 
still feels toward Tehran 
and its mullahs’ power. 

Twice a day, at noon and 
midnight, Iraqi television 
broadcasts a one-hour pro- 
gramme prepared by the 
Iranian opposition group, 
which pays neither for-foat 
service nor for its land at 
Camp Ashraf and four 
other camps within - 90 
kilometres of the Iranian 
border. 

But to hear its members 
tell it. the real strength of 
the National Liberation 
Army derives from faith in 
Mrs. Rajavi and her hus- 
band, Massoud, architects 
of a force so highly moti- 
vated and fosciplinejd that 
it borders on the bizarre. 

Uniforms display neither 
rank nor insignia, in an 
effort to promote “cama- 
raderie and fraternity in 
our struggle,” said Kobra 
Tahmasbi, 39, a division 
commander. Mrs. Tahmas- 
bi and most other top offi- 


cers are women, who exer- 
cise an authority unimag- 
inable at home. 

Soldiers live communal- 
ly, bunking as many as 20 
to a sex-segregated room. 
Since 1991, even the mar- 
ried couples among them 
have lived apart. Their 
children have been sent 
abroad. 

All rise promptly at 7 
ami. to begin their day 
with outdoor ceremonies” 
that feature revolutionary 
hymns, oaths “in the name 
of God and in the name of 
the people of Tehran’’ and 
honour guards who stiffly 
bear the red, white and 
green Iranian colours. And 
there, as in most public 
rooms, they operate under 
the eyes of the Rajavis, 
whose photographs are 
displayed front and centre. 
The' leaders' images have 
even been affixed to some 
tank turrets, and crew 
members like Azadeh 
Salamet, 32, describe their 
leaders as a source of 
inspiration. 

“As the years go on,” 
said Ms. Salamet, who 
abandoned her marriage 


and studies at the Universi- 
ty of Washington to take 
up arms in Iraq in 1988. 
“nay faith in both of them 
grows more and more.” 

Massoud Rajavi, a for- 
mer student of political 
science at the University of 
Tehran, was long a promi- 
nent figure in die People’s 
Mujahedeen of Iran, 
formed in the early 1960s 
in opposition to Shah Riza 
Pahlevi. After" the 1979 
Islamic revolution, it broke 1 
with Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini over his ouster 
of President Abol-Hassan 
Banisadr. endorsed armed 
struggle and became a 
powerful voice of anti- 
theocratic dissent. 

After fleeing to Paris in 
1982, Mr. Rajavi married 
Maryam, a metallurgical 
engineer who had been a 
student leader in Tehran, 
and together they estab- 
lished the National Libera- 
tion Army, the military 
wing - of the National 
Council of Resistance, a 
coalition of Iranian oppo- 
sition groups abroad. 

Only twice since its for- 
mation has the opposition 


army fought head-to-head 
against Iran, in the opera- 
tions of 1988,Avhen it once 
pushed more than 160 
kilometres into Iran, and in 
1991, when Iran’s Revolu- 
tionary Guards invaded 
Iraq in an attempt to crush 
the resistance at the end of 
the Gulf war. By most 
accounts, the force has 
acquitted itself well, 
demonstrating an ability to 
confront and defeat some 
of 'Iran’s- best armoured 
units. It has been well- 
financed, mostly by contri- 
butions from inside Iran, 
its top officials say. 

In a report two years ago, 
the U.S. State Department 
cited the organisation's 
past Marxist leanings and 
allegations that elements 
of foe council took pan in 
violent attacks against 
Americans in the early 
1970s. and concluded that 
it did not represent an 
acceptable alternative to 
the current government of 
Iran. 

But such criticism 
appears to have done noth- 
ing to diminish foe adula- 
tion shown in Camp 


Ashraf, where followers 
say they dream of the day 
that Mrs. Rajavi assumes a 
role foe organisation voted 
her in 1993: transitional 
president who would wield 
power after foe fall of foe 
Iranian government. As 
soldiers and officers filed 
into a dining hail for lunch 
recently, a huge photo- 
graph of her, smiling beat- 
ifically. stood on an easel 
at the head of the room. 
Around the room, televi- 
sion sets were showing 
videotapes of Mrs. 
Rajavi’s triumphal return 
this month to Iraq after 
three years in Paris, foe 
organisation’s political 
headquarters, and there 
were throaty cheers. 

“I have found my final 
answer in Maryam 
Rajavi," said Mohammad 
Taslimi, 46, a political 
prisoner under foe Shah 
who is foe camp's chief of 
logistics. “Maiyam Rajavi 
is anathema to foe Khome- 
ini ideology, and that's 
why she is the cure." 

International Herald Tribune 


Arab inventor claims 
to solve diesel pollution 


By Edna Fernandes 

Reuter 

LONDON — Britain's 
double-decker bus could 
be at the cutting edge of 
an environmental break- 
through. 

For'the past two years a 
London bus operator has 
carried out experiments 
with an Arab inventor 
who says he has the solu- 
tion to foe black diesel- 
based pollution 1 fumes 
that led Britain's air qual- 
ity levels to break world 
safety standards last sum- 
mer. 

Hassan Assali linked up 
with foe London and Liv- 
erpool bus company 
Merseyside Transport Ltd 
(MTL) in a two-year 
experiment to test his 
invention — an oil recy- 
cler which he told Reuters 
cuts pollution levels by 
50 per cent and saves on 
lubricating oil by recy- 
cling it six to 10 times. 

“Last summer there was 
big talk about stopping 
vehicles entering towns 
altogether as pollution 
levels were going through 
the roof. 

"With this,” said Mr. 
Assali cradling his recy- 
cler at his west London 
headquarters, “we can cut 
foe amount of oil used 
and dumped, cut pollu- 
tion levels, plus save 
money.” 

The recycler, invented 
by Mr. Assali who is man- 
aging director of the com- 
pany behind it called Pin- 
more. has taken six years 
to develop and millions of 
pounds (dollars) of 
investment funded by an 
anonymous Palestinian 
backer. 

The Pirunore recycler 
prototype was made by a 
gunsmith in London's 
East End because: "It was 
foe only way we could get 
foe precision we. needed,”, 
said Mr. Assali. 


Made in China 

It is now being manu- 
factured in China's 
Huzhan Province and has 
sold 6.000 units at a cost 
of 250 pounds ($425.2) 
each. 

Customers to date 
include an Algerian bus 
company which has 
ordered 3,000 recyclers 
and Saudi Arabia's fron- 
tier guards who bought 

1 .000 for their trucks — 
"they’re constantly 
plagued by desert sand 
getting into the oil," 
added the inventor. ■ 

In November Mr. Assali 
held a conference in 
Oxford, England, attend- 
ed by more than 40 dele- 
gates from the transport 
industry, including bus 
companies. 

At foe conference MTL 
publicly endorsed the 
recycler after two years of 
tests on its oldest London 
buses. Professor Gordon 
Andrews of foe Fuel and 
Energy Department at 
Leeds University and a 
consultant to foe motor 
industry, also agreed it 
worked. 

Phil Locke, systems 
manager for group engi- 
neering at MTL. told 
Reuters: "We’ve had a lot 
of success and it's given 
us tremendous savings. 
It’s also given us smaller 
fuel emissions, which are 
down sharply.” 

He said foe bus group's 
initial scepticism had 
vanished and it is now 
considering buying up to 

2.000 recyclers for its 
fleet in London and Liv- 
erpool. 

“We’ve had so many 
people approach us in foe 
past with different sys- 
tems and they say it 
works. But most don't. 
We took a gamble on Mr. 
Assali and it s working,” 
said Locke. 

"I think it’s Been looked 
at by enough people and 


they see the benefits — it 
has the chance of turning 
into a big thing.” 

The reception from 
motor manufacturers like 
Nissan has been cooler, 
says Mr. Assali. despite 
the pressing environmen- 
tal and health arguments 
to cut pollution. 

Mr. Assali also says two 
major oil companies have 
called him to rubbish his 
work out of hand. “I was 
afraid they would send a 
hit-man," he joked. 

But he says the evi- 
dence is in his favour. 
Pinmore carried out 
experiments for two years 
in north London with 
MTL. 

Recycling bus 

The experiment fitted 
one bus with a recycler 
and one without, said Mr. 
Assali. "We said to foe 
client: ‘Run these buses 
in the worst conditions 
possible — stopping, 
starting continuously and 
braking suddenly'." 

He claimed foe old Red 
Routemaster bus, the 
famous London symbol 
also renowned for belch- 
ing black fumes, was fit- 
ted with foe recycler in 
February 1995 and did 
not have to change its oil 
until July that year. 

The London arm of 
MTL then invited Mr. 
Assali to its headquarters 
in Liverpool where “I 
explained foe invention to 
the top brass.” 
Commenting on foe 
financial benefits, he says 
that MTL as a company 
uses 40 tonnes of oil a 
year — which can easily 
be cut by a sixth on aver- 
age by using foe recycler. 

"We started with three 
principles in mind — to 
save oil, maintain engine 
quality and to help the" 
environment by cutting 
polluting emissions.” 

The Pinmore filters the 


oil using a secondary fil- 
ter controlled by a micro- 
processor. 

The filter has a pyramid 
of discs, down which oil 
cascades. Discs are heat- 
ed to 160 degrees, bring- 
ing oil to 120 degrees, 
hotter than foe engine 
temperature. As oil trick- 
les down the discs foe 
contaminants, such as 
water, diesel fuel and 
gases evaporate. 

The resulting vapour is 
fed into a chamber where 
it is burned off separately. 

Very old vehicles like 
the Red Routemaster 
buses, some of which are 
25 vears old, can run for 

60.000 kilometres 

(37,280 miles) without 
changing the oil — that is 
six times the normal dis- 
tance. 

First buses, 
then the world 

Pinmore has high hopes 
for its product and plans 
to take polluting vehicles 
by storm. “We will hit foe 
bus companies first and 
then the black cab market 
m London — 23.0CXJ cabs 
in total. 

"We will then tackle the 
major UK cities — 
Sheffield, Glasgow, Brad- 
ford. The market is mas- 
sive. We could take it to 
Paris, Frankfurt, Berlin 
— every diesel city in 
Europe.” 

MTL now plans to set 
up a mobile laboratory 
where anyone can 
inspect the recycler and 
foe test results. 

""We're working 

towards helping others 
fight pollution. We're not 
trying to keep it to our- 
selves." said Locke. 

“If we put it into the bus 
market first, then perhaps 
someone from the gov- 
ernment will say: ‘If it 
works for buses then why 
ean't it work for taxis or 
foe private car?’." 


ri «i« -• 
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Kuwait identifies 3 as store bombers 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
— State security ser- 
vices have identified wo 
Kuwaitis and a Jordan- 
ian accused of bombing 
of a video store in a res- 
idential suburb of the 
capital in 1991, foe Inte- 
rior Ministry said Satur- 
day. 

State security “has 
arrested foe perpetrators 
in foe bombing incident 
of the Artistes Centre in 
the Salmi a area” of 
Kuwait City in July 
1991, a ministry state- 
ment said. 

The alleged ringleader 
of the group which car- 


ried out the bombing is a 
Jordanian, As am Taher 
Al Burqawi. who is now 
serving a prison sen- 
tence in Jonian for pre- 
vious convictions, foe 
statement said. 

The wo Kuwaiti sus- 
pects are foe driver of 
the car used in the 
attack, Wisam Mukhled 
Wisam Al Azmi and 
Khaled Fouad Al Bagh- 
dadi, who fired the rock- 
et propelled grenade 
(RPG) at foe store, it 
added. 

The statement did not 
say why foe three men 
staged ’ the attack. 


although some previous- 
ly thought Islamists 
objecting to films 
offered by the video 
store may have been 
behind the bombing. 

An Interior Ministry 
official said foe wo 
Kuwaitis are under 
arrest and had “con- 
fessed” ro foe attack and 
to the involvement of the 
Jordanian. The official, 
who described foe 
Artistes Centre as a 
video store, said the case 
has now been referred to 
foe public prosecution to 
bring charges. 


Lebanon sees 
boosted Syria ties 

(Continued from page 1) 

Lebanon's Minister for Elec- 
tricity and Water Resources 
Hie Hobeika. 

“The Economy Minister 
(Yassin Jaber.) is going to make 
some proposals to reweight the 
trade balance which favours 
Syria." Hobeika said in an 
interview with a private 
Lebanese radio statement on 
Saturday. Imports from Syria, 
mainly oil products, reached 
S236 million in 1996 while 
Syria bought S69 million of 
Lebanese goods. 

Mr. Hobeika said that certain 
unresolved points of a -1994 
accord on sharing water from 
the Orontes River will be 
examined by the committee. 


Reformed car engines endure 
but fuel cells loom 


By Neii Winton 

Reuter 

LONDON — The internal 
combustion engine, guilty 
of guzzling gasoline and 
poisoning people for much 
of foe 20th century, will 
still power most cars well 
into the next one. 

Of the exotic technolo- 
gies which might provide 
a clean and efficient alter- 
native, only the fuel cell 
looks likely to have a sig- 
nificant impact anytime 
soon. 

Battery power has been 
five years away from pro- 
viding a viable solution 
for almost half a century. 
Solar power has been 
responsible for entertain- 
ing rallies of weird look- 
ing vehicles in hot coun- 
tries. Gas turbines have 
been around for years 
without making the break- 
through. Esoterica like the 
Stirling engine, foe Miller 
cycle engine, and foe 
Orbital two-stroke engine 
all have foeir prosyletis- 
ers. 

But car manufacturers, 
often prodded by legisla- 
tion they "initially-claimed 
would ruin them, have 
made remarkable progress 
in cleaning up emissions 
from petrol and diesel 
engines, and at foe same 
time improving fuel con- 
sumption dramatically. 

And improvements are 
still on foe cards, accord- 
ing to German mass car 
manufacturer . Volkswa- 
gen. 

“We can still get about 
10 per cent more fuel con- 
sumption even out of the 
latest TD1 (turbo diesel 
injection), and with direct 
injection petrol injection 
technology we can make a 
25 per cent cut in con- 
sumption compared with 
today "rsaid Dietrich Mey- 
eniierks, head of VW’s 
Environment jrnd . Trans- 
_g3itatioh Department. - 
r* These two fuels' will 
stay with us for quite a 


while.” Mr. Meyerdierks 
told Reuters during a 
briefing at VW’s head- 
quarters in Wolfsburg, 
Germany. 

He said particulate emis- 
sions from diesels can be 
cut by 70 per cent 

Diesel power has been 
touted as the best “green” 
fuel around, but detractors 
say this reputation is ’ 
ruined by unacceptable 
particulate emissions. Par- 
ticulates are tiny, unbumt 
pieces of fuel which lodge 
in peoples'’ lungs and may 
cause cancer. 

Experts share this view 
of foe expected longevity 
of foe internal combustion 
engine. New fiiels might 
bolster this. 

“Natural gas will be the 
next major fuel and foe 
internal combustion 

engine will continue to be 
foe dominant technology.” 
said Dr. Steve Cousins of 
Cranfield University’s 

International Ecotechnol- 
ogy Research Centre. 

“Natural gas means that 
the internal combustion 
engine has 40 years of life 
still, and it is very impor- 
tant to cany oh making 
this more efficient Bui by 
far the biggest gains are to 
come from making vehi- 
cles less powerful and 
more lightweight.” 

Cousins feels that new 
technologies like foe fuel 
cell have a place, but are a 
distraction from foe main - 
task of making foe internal 
combustion, engine more 
efficient 

Big car makers don't 
seem to agree. 

Companies like Ger- 
many’s VW and Daimler- 
Benz. General Motors of 
the U.S. and Japanese 
companies Toyota. Honda. 
Mazda and Nissan are all 
busily exploring fuel cell 
technology. . Sweden’s 
Volvo and Renault and 
Peugeot of France are 
known to . be evaluating 
fuel cells. 

VW said much progress 


can be made from fine- 
tuning what it called foe 
“classic engines” and try- 
ing new fuels made from 
vegetable oil, alcohol and 
natural gas. “Hybrids,” 
combining diesel and bat- 
tery power might be viable 
interim power plants. Pure 
battery power was unlike- 
ly to be a solution. 

VW’s Meyerdierks told 
Reuters that fuel cells 
were promising. Produc- 
tion would begin next cen- 
tury,: -but was far away 
from mass production. 

Ballard Power Systems 
of Vancouver, Canada, 
begs to differ. 

Ballard says it is foe 
world leader in developing 
fuel cell power systems 
which convert natural gas, 
methanol, or hydrogen 
fuel into electricity with- 
out combustion and there- 
fore have zero emissions. 
Fuel cell engines are supe- 
rior to zero emission 
options like batteries 
because they can match 
foe petrol engine for range 
and . performance and 
don’t take hours to 
recharge, Ballard says. 

Buses using its fuel cells 
will be on. foe streets of 
Chicago by 1998, Ballard 
says. They are currently 
being tested there. 

“Then pomes foe car. 
They should be on foe 
road from 2003 and 
2005,” sa£d Ballard Vice- 
President and Chief Finan- 
cial Officer Mossadiq 
Umedaly._ 

Mr. Umedaly, in a tele- 
phone interview from 
Toronto, said Ballard had 
solved foe problem of 
size. Previous fuel cells 
had to be about foe size of 
a van to produce enough 
power to propel a small 
car. 

‘What's lacking now are 
other components like foe 
fuel processor which 
extracts the hydrogen out 
of the fuel, which would 
be methanol. Our main 
focus now is cosl We 


have foe technology in foe 
lab to cuts cost significant- 
ly,” Umedaly said. 

“We will have foe cost 
down by 2000 so that it is 
competitive with the inter- 
nal combustion engine, 
given volumes of produc- 
tion.” 

Mr. Umedaly said initial 
sales of fuel cell powered 
vehicles would rely on 
being kick-started by laws 
insisting on a percentage 
of zero emission vehicles, 
which take effect in Cali- 
fornia, Massachusetts and 
New York early next cen- 
tury. 

Mr. Umedaly had no 
qualms about ihis force- 
feeding of consumers. 

“Nothing happened with 
seat belts or airbags with- 
out legislation first. No 
one does these things 
because of a feeling for 
human life. But after the 
mandate, competition 
takes over — we now 
have airbags in every 
door. First foe law, then 
the competition.” 

Dr. David Wood from 
the School of Advanced 
Engineering at Britain's 
Durham University agrees 
that new technologies like 
fuel cells are unlikely to 
fly without serious prod- 
ding from government. 

“There are only two 
things which will make 
new technolgoy have a big 
impacL One is if foe price 
of fossil fuel is artificially 
senr through foe roof, foe 
other is legislation to force 
it like in California," Dr. 
Wood said. 

“Without coercion, foe 
economics of foe internal 
combustion engine in 
manufacturing and sales 
support is just vast None 
of foe other sources have 
those economies of scale 
after more than 100 years 
of experience.” Dr. Wood 
said. 


Mediterranean Charter is adopted in Madrid 

(Continued from page 1) 


tries to cooperate and work 
together, said Miguel Angel 
Martinez, chairman of the 
executive council of the Euro- 
pean Centre for Global Inter- 
dependence and Solidarity. 

“The organisation is a body 
to bring together people 
from different cultures to 
address their common con- 
cerns and cooperate." he told 
foe Jordan Times, adding that 
the adoption of the charter is 
a political gesture by relevant 
personalities and non-govern- 
mental organisations about 
foe need for Europe and the 
Mediterranean to work 
together. Stressing foe need 
of inter-cultural dialogue, be 
said people of different cul- 


tures “have information about 
each other but do not know 
each other. What is needed is 
for people to develop knowl- 
edge of each other through 
direct dialogue.’" 

The Mediterranean Charter 
Organisation is expected to be 
funded by the European 


Union and will be concerned 
with impleapenting the princi- 
ples of foe .charter, ' 

The character draws on foe 
principles embodied in the 
Barcelona Declaration of 
November 1995 which identi- 
fies three basket areas of 
cooperation between Europe 


and the Middle East 
The Barcelona Declaration 
pledged about 512- billion 
development package for the 
Mediterranean with the aim 
of creating a free-trade area 
between the EU and the 12 
non -member Mediterranean 
stales. 


Crown Prince returns after successful Spain visit 

(Continued from page 1) 


Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Prince Hassan, who on Friday warned 
that short-term gains should not be made at 
foe expense of foe long-term imperative of 
achieving comprehensive and lasting peace 
in foe Middle East, expressed concern that 
foe spiral of violence could endanger the 
peace process. 

Responding to a question on Jerusalem, 


Prince Hassan said that while Israel says 
that Jerusalem is its capital. Jordan and the 
Palestinians believe that foe capital of foe 
Palestinian state should be established in 
Jerusalem. 

But the Crown Prince stressed foe need to 
pursue comprehensive peace, hoping that 
“Muslims, Christians and Jews (in the 
region) will contribute to foe spirit of foe 
millennium by demonstrating a successful 
example of inter-communal coexistence." 
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IMF head gives Jordan 
strong confidence vote 


Arab Gulf states to link 
foreign aid to exports 


AMMAN (R) — 

International Monetary 


Fund Managing Director 


Michel Camdessus said 
Jordan had the fastest grow- 
ing economy in the Middle 
East and was on track to 
accelerate its free-market 
reforms. 

Mr. Camdessus was quot- 
ed in televised remarks, 
made during a visit to Jor- 
dan this week and broad- 
cast late on Friday, as say- 
ing “reallv dramatic change 
for rhe beiier has occurred" 
since an economic crisis in 
19S9 wiped out Jordan's 
foreign exchange reserves. 

He pointed to a drop in 
the budget deficit to 4.6 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product iGDP) in 1996 
from 21 per cent in 1989 
and a fall in the current 
account deficit to around 
rhnee per cent from 20 per 
cent over the same period. 

“Growth was dramatical- 
ly negative tin 1989)... Now 
in the last three years you 
have growth on average of 
around six to seven per 
cent. something quite 
remarkable indeed if you 
consider that this country 
has no formidable 
resources and is developing 
in a difficult external envi- 
ronment." he said. 

Jordan's economy was 
hard hit by U.N. sanctions 
imposed on neighbouring 
Iraq for its invasion of 


Kuwait seven years ago. 
Hopes of business with 
Israel and the Palestinian 
territories after a 1994 
peace accord have failed to 
materialise, and riots broke 
our in August when the 
government cut bread sub- 
sidies. 

But Mr. Camdessus said 
Jordan had the “highest rate 
of growth in this pan of the 
world.” adding that under- 
lying inflation had fallen to 
around three to four per 
cent from IS per cent in 
19S9. 

•‘All the key macroeco- 
nomic and financial indica- 
tors ore pointing in the right 
direction." he said, adding 
that the government “was 
totally committed to contin- 
ue implementing faithfully 
the arrangement concluded 
with the IMF.” 

Jordan embarked last year 
on a three-year IMF-direct- 
ed reform to accelerate free 
marker reforms to integrate 
it into the global economy 
and expand the private sec- 
tor role. 

He said Jordan had gone 
bevond conditions set by 
the IMF. 

Jordan was committed to 
“continue with trade liber- 
alisation, removing distor- 
tions in prices, deregulating 
further the economy and 
strengthening the environ- 
ment for the private enter- 
prises to expand and devel- 


op freely, to privatise more 
and more rapidly." 

Mr. Camdessus warmly 
endorsed Jordan's efforts to 
strengthen its social safety 
net programmes after riots 
broke out last August in 
protest against increased 
prices for bread, a staple 
food for many of Jordan’s 
4.2 million population. 

The IMF was widely crit- 
icised by Jordanians then as 
being partly responsible for 
pushing the government to 
take measures which lead 
to the worst outbreak of 
civil unrest since 1989. 

“The two things, stabili- 
sation reform on one side 
and improvement in allevi- 
ating the conditions of the 
poor and the most vulnera- 
ble are going here hand in 
hand." he said. 

Mr. Camdessus said he 
was recommending to the 
IMF’s executive board “to 
extend to this country the 
highest possible support 
within our limit." 

The IMF head also said 
he would lobby Jordan’s 
Paris Club creditors at their 
next meeting “to find a gen- 
erous solution to the prob- 
lem of debt of this country 
which remains high.” 

Last month the Finance 
Ministry said Jordan’s for- 
eign debt stood at S6.495 
billion, cr 90 per cent of 
GDP. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf oil producers have 
decided to include home- 
made products in their loans 
to developing countries to 
boost exports and ease their 
financial strains, according 
to an official report 

The six-nation Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC), a 
key financial donor to devel- 
oping nations, has agreed to 
link external loans to the 
import of local products by 
the recepients of the aid, the 
GCC Secretariat said. 

In a letter published in the 
United Arab Emirates (IJAE) 
daily A1 Bayan, GCC Assis- 
tant Secretary General for 
Economic Affairs Abdullah 
A1 Khalifi urged national 
businessmen to send a list of 
products that could be 
included in loans and grants 
extended by the GCC to 
other countries. 

“Using GCC industrial 
products as part of the loans 
and grants is a good and 
important idea as it will sup- 
port the industrial sector 
amid the persistence of bud- 
get deficits and ensuing 
spending cuts," he said. 

“Since local demand is rel- 
atively weak, we realised 
that foreign aid could be 
used as a mechanism to acti- 
vate the cycle of local pro- 
duction,” Mr. A1 Khalifi 
pointed out 

The letter said the decision 
would encourage national 
industrialists to boost output 


and upgrade the quality of 
their products. 

Linder the new rules, bene- 
ficiaries should buy at least 
25 per cent of the products 
needed for the project from 
the GCC and they should 
give priority to consultants 
from the 16-year-old politi- 
cal, defence and economic 
alliance. 

“In case they imported 50 
per cent of those products, 
the GCC creditors will offer 
additional facilities for them, 
covering the period of the 
loan, the interest rate and the 
grace period," the letter said. 


GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and the UAE — are 
trying to expand their manu- 
facturing sector as part of an 
industrialisation drive 

intended to diversify their 
economies away from 
volatile oil earnings. 

Their non-oil industries are 
mostly light products includ- 
ing building materials, 
chemicals, clothes and tex- 
tiles, paper, and home appli- 
ances. 

The six members, which 
control around 45 per cent of 
the world's oil. have provid- 


ed nearly $100 billion in 
loans and grants to more 
than 50 developing coun- 
tries. The bulk of the aid was 
extended during the oil 
boom of the late 1970s and 
early 1980s, when they were 
enjoying large cash surplus- 
es. 

The assistance has sharply 
declined over the past few 
years due to a weakening in 
oil prices and immense Gulf 
war costs. It ranged between 
$1 billion and $2 billion per 
year, most of which was 
offered by Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and the UAE. 
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Bahrain forecasts smaller deficit in 97/98 budget 
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MANAMA IR) — Small oil 
producer Bahrain has 
announced its two-year 
1997/9S budget, forecasting 
a lower deficit and higher 
revenue, bolstered by a pro- 
jected increase in oil earn- 
ings. 

In a decree issued by the 
emir. Sheikh Isa Ben Sulman 
A1 Khalifa. Bahrain forecast 
a deficit of 150 million dinars 
(S39S million) compared to 
the projected 236 million 
dinar spending-income gap 
in the 1995/96'budget. 

“The oil income in the new 
budget has achieved a dra- 
matic increase based on 
changes in world oil prices." 
Finance and National Econo- 
my Minister Ibrahim Abdul 
Karim said. 

The decree, carried by the 
Gulf News Agency iGNAi. 
projected spending in the 


next two years of 1.395 bil- 
lion dinars with income seen 
at 1.245 billion dinars. 

It did not say what oil price 
the budget was based on. 

The 1995/96 budget had 
forecast spending of 1.29 bil- 
lion and income of 1.05 bil- 
lion dinars. 

Bahrain is a small and 
independent oil producer 
with around 40.000 barrels 
per day tbpd) from its own 
fields. It also began receiving 
in April the entire production 
of 140.000 bpd from an off- 
shore oil field it shared with 
Saudi Arabia. 

The island, the Gulfs main 
financial and banking centre, 
also imports 200,000 bpd 
from Saudi Arabia for refin- 
ing. 

The budget projected 1997 
income at 615 million dinars 
and spending at 690 million 


dinars, while 1998 income 
was forecast at 630 million 
dinars and expenditure at 705 
million dinars. 

Mr. Abdul Karim said 
Bahrain plans to spend 1.15 
billion dinars on develop- 
ment projects in the next four 
years. 

“The -government has allo- 
cated 1.150 billion dinars feer 
vital development projects in 
an investment programme 
for the next four years,” be 
said. It was not immediately 
clear how Bahrain would 
finance the projects. 

Sheikh Isa last ' week 
altered the law to allow Mr. 
Abdul Karim to issue trea- 
sury and development bonds 
worth not more than 600 mil- 
lion dinars at any one time. 
Bahrain issues treasury bills 
weekly and longer maturity 
bonds from time to time. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Indian address 
6 Timber wolf 
10 Impertinent one 

14 Stage whisper 

15 Zagros 
mountains land 

1 6 Leander’s love 

17 Surrender 

20 Shoe width 

21 Summer coolers 

22 Gladiator's 
scene 

23 Legal right 

24 Locomotive 
tender 

26 Invader of the 
Roman Empire 

29 Tree of Asia 

30 A Chevy 

31 Chair 

32 City on Ihe 
Jumna 

36 Surrender 

39 Small: suff. 

40 Goes head to 
head 

41 Furnace 

42 U.S. president 

43 Ejected lava 

44 Aggravating 
attack 

48 Cat chat? 

49 Fragrance 

50 Swiss painter 

51 Fish eggs 
54 Surrender 

58 Other 

59 Region 

60 Bechamel or 
hoisin 

61 Chiromancer, 
eg. 

62 Mature eft 

63 Pacific 
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Bankers say they believe 
die amendment allows Mr. 
Abdul Karim to double the 
outstanding amount of issued 
bills and bonds. 

Mr Abdul Karim said 
Bahrain would implement 
several projects in the fields 
of electricity and water, 
^transport; roads,, causeways, 
housing, health and educa- 
tion as well as building a new 
sea port to meet increasing 
economic activities. 

The new projects include a 
power and water plant to pro- 
duce 250 megawatts of elec- 
tricity and 30 million gallons 
a day of water and a port 
which is expected to be ready 
by 2000. 

A new hospital and several 
new schools will also be 
built 

Mr. Abdul Karim said die 
investment opportunities 
would help find more jobs 
for its citizens. 

Bahrain has also allocated 
7J5 million dinars for training 
in the next two years, up 22 
per cent on 1996, Mr. Abdul 
Karim said. 
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by Gayle Dean 


DOWN 

1 nil up 

2 Tennis great 

3 Engage 

4 Wedding words 

5 Lamented 

6 Sheets, e.g. 

7 Table scraps 

8 Scrooge word 

9 Unit 
10 Brief 


11 Circular 
staircase 
support 

12 Peace goddess 

13 Diametrically 
opposed 

18 Brainstorm 

19 Chore 

23 Hosiery thread 

24 Race sections 

25 Sincere 
declaration 

26 Throb 

27 Girt" 

28 Tense 

29 Belief 

31 “Gulliver’s 
Travels" author 

32 Following 

33 Shine 

34 Go on and on 

35 Like fine wine 

37 Elliptical 

38 Coffee type 

42 Dancer's outfit 

43 Takes to court 

44 Hearth bits 
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45 Climb 

46 Intuit 

47 Rile up 

48 Skirt gathering 

50 Was cognizant 

51 Libertine 

52 Killer whale 


53 Steinbeck's 
"East of — " 

55 Greek woods 
god 

56 Piece-of-mine? 

57 Certain Army 
member, once 
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horoscope 
FORECAST FOR 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 
12, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Meditation can 
help you today to rid your- 
self of whatever hinders 
your progress in your 
career activities. Have a 
delightful time with your 
mate later tonight so that 
you can be more romantic 
with him or bee 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Study whatever 
arises this morning and 
later this evening you can 
get into the specifics of 
whatever activities indulge 
you. You can meet with 
fellow associates in this 
days ahead and discuss 
your progress in career 
activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) This is a fine-day 
to set up a meeting with 
fellow associates so that 
you can come to a perfect 
understanding and thereby 
resolve any difficulties 
which could be present 
Later this evening you can 
go out on the town with 
your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Get 
amusements arranged 
today for the days ahead 
and make appointments 
with your friends, so that 
there won’t be any misun- 
derstanding about what 
your recreational activities 
will be. Tonight get togeth- 
er with a bigwig for ideas. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21; The morning today 
should be spent improving 
conditions at your home, 
thereby making it more, 
comfortable for your loved 
ones or invited guests. The 
evening can be very happy 
with your mate, so get 
away to a romantic loca- 
tion. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Study 
vyftatever «fiU gw© .you, a- 
.Better undemanding today 
.o^jife arid'aij of its pjea- 
'sures, which you desire to 
accept. Later tins evening, 
will be good for you to 
partake in recreational 
activities which will be 
enjoyed by close friends. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Dig into your 
checkbook today and 
know exactly where you 
stand financially, so -that 
you will not be short of 
funds when the need aris- 
es. The evening is good for 
radio or TV. especially if it 
is enjoyed with your loved 
ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Plan how 
today to gain your intimate 
wishes and then go after 
them in a positive way 
which will make your 
career activities quite pros- 
perous. You will win out if 
you apply the suggestions 
of knowledgeable people. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) Be sure you know 
what your most intinstte 
wishes are today and seek 
the advice of close friends 
who will have suggestions 
for applying them to mak- 
ing your life more success- 
ful and prosperous in .the 
days ahead. . s -. ■ 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Look 
to one of the fine character 
today for backing and 
business expertise with 
some promising project 
and you can make it Suc- 
cessful Know your -per- 
sonal aims for this evening 
you can proceed. , with 
those suggestions. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19)" Get: an 
early start today in die out- 
side world and accomplish 
what you have in mind 
quite easily, thereby you. . 
can get noticed by those in 
authority. Later this-; 
evening will be a good 
time for you to relax fa| 
the days ahead are bectit:^ . 
PISCES: (February _ 

March 20) Get your plj^ -. 
Iosophy of life 
deeply embedded in ’• 

consciousness today*-|| 
that you can apply it^$| •’ 
making your career acti&l ^ 
■ties more productive:^ r- 
with friends yon. lDrelwcS ;} 
this evening and you re® ^ 
enjoy yourselves. .'isSfe' 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 12, 1997 


[Israeli shares rally but public has yet to buy in 


r TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
share prices greeted the 
' new year with a powerful 
f) rally and while most ana- 
[Mysts say the rise looks sus- 
^ tainable, the broad invest- 
; ing public has yet to join in 
C' the celebration. 

^ “The market is sick of 
rbeing in a slump;’ said 
■ Joanthan Ross, a vice presi- 
ydent at Nesuah Securities. 
|*There is an awful lot of 
tmoney ready to invest — 
^ money in short-term shekel 
| deposits.*' 

j? That money — estimated 
^at 100 billion shekels 
? ($30.8 billion) accumulated 
^ as the public bailed out of 
& equities over the last three 
I years — has yet to find its 
| way into stocks. 

Nevertheless, the Mish- 


te) 

r 


, r 

■ ;'A 

. r’t I 


tanim index of 100 leading 
shares rose 8.9 per cem-'in 
the first five trading days of 
the year as trading volume 
rocketed- to nearly" 200 mil- 
lion shekels a day, more 
than three times its level in 
October. Along the way the 
MAOF index of blue chips 
easily shot through what 
Mr. Ross called the “iron 
ceiling” technical barrier of 
223-224 points. 

In fact, the 1997 rally 
began in the last two 
months of 1996, but it 
gained momentum accom- 
panied by a big increase in 
turnover this year. 

Analysts say that after 
such big gains. Israeli 
shares are now due for a 
correction. 

“1 would argue that the 


IE 
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Beat 

^ (A review of news from i£e Arabic press ^ 


Nabulsi sees no justification 
to push interest rates higher 

** BY RAISING the interest rates gradually over 
the past few years, Jordan was able to achieve many 
objectives towards consolidating the foreign curren- 
cy reserves of the Kingdom and the Central Bank, 
Jordan’s former governor of the Central Bank, 
Mohammad Said Nabulsi said in a lecture. He point- 
ed out that despite negative effects on the economic 
activity, investments and the (Amman) financial 
market, the high interest rates have also consolidat- 
ed the Jordanian balance of payments. 

Dr. Nabulsi said it would oe hard now to justify 
any new measures for raising interest higher unless 
interest rates on the dollar ana other main world cur- 
rencies go up sharply in international markets. As 
such a situation is not looming in the horizon, the 
former governor said that there could be a scope for 
some flexibility on interest rates in 1997. He linked 
the flexibility to continued improvement in the level 
of foreign currency reserves at die Central Bank as 
a result of ‘'convincing” improvement in the balance 
of payments over a period of time. 

“There should not he any thinking of lowering the 
interest rates before achieving the aforementioned 
conditions ” Dr, Nabulsi indicated. However, he said 
that the Central Bank can continue to take certain 
measures that can lesSeh the impact of high interest 
on industry by allowing businesses to borrow in for- 
eign cuirency. 

In addition to interest rates. Dr. Nabulsi spoke 
about currency controls noting that the Central Bank 
has given its written undertaking to liberalise recur- 
rent payments and declaring the Jordanian currency 
to be convertible in accordance with article eight of 
the agreement with the International Monetary 
Fund. He affirmed that all currency controls have 
been lifted except for one restricting capital trans- 
fers which is being maintained for balance of pay- 
ments considerations. 

“There are calls to liberalise capital transfers to 
encourage investments but we prefer to maintain 
this control until the Central Bank reserves are con- 
solidated enough to suffice no less than three 
months of imports” Dr. Nabulsi said, stressing that 
what is required now is to issue the new legislation 
that woula liberalise the currency of controls (A1 
Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By GJasbergen 


6LAS&BP6EW 



“You put a drop of blood on this strip. 

If It turns blue, It means you’ve still got 
enough energy to do some housework!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g, by H»nrl Arnold w>d MHu» A^^rion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to term 

tour ordinary words. 


YASES 



_ 

U 


SAYGS 


— ^ 

L 

U 


GITHEY 1 


z~nz 

' > 


Ptihops you should spend law J 
time on make iv and 
more on typing 



WHAT SHE CON- 
5IC?EE0? THE 
&CW REMARKS. 


RUTIVE 


V / 

Now arrange me circled letters to 

XIX 


term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

Print answer here : [l£ XX XjLLJLIJ 


Yftsterday's 


JumUes: OUTDO IMBUE ASTHMA FIGURE 
Answer What hta wife thought d the new outfit - 
IT SUITED HIM 


market needs a small cor- 
rection before it can go on 
to a bigger rise" said Roger 
Homett of Sociere Generale 
Strauss Turnbull Securities 
in London. He said the cor- 
rection would be about 
three to four per cent. 

Mr. Ross said he did not 
see the MAOF falling 
below its old ceiling. 

For now the market has 
shrugged off political prob- 
lems — the impasse in talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians over a Hebron 
redeployment and the 
upsurge in clashes between 
Israeli troops and militants 
in Lebanon. 

Over the longer term. 
analysts warned, further 
deterioration in the Middle 
East peace process could 
undermine the market. 

Israel’s economy has 
begun slowing from its fast- 
paced growth of 1990-95 
but Mr. Homett said the 
market’s positive factors 
outweigh those issues. 

Israeli stocks are trading 
at about 13 times prospec- 
tive 1997 earnings, versus 
17-18 times in comparable 
international markets, be 
said. Societe Generale is 
forecasting 20 per cent real 
earnings growth for traded 
companies this year. 

Mr. Homett expects eco- 
nomic growth to pick up 
this year. He said Israel’s 
gross domestic product 
expanded four per cent in 
1996 (less than the govern- 
ment’s preliminary estimate 
of 4.4 per cent) but that it 
will rise to 4.5 per cent this 
year. 

He expressed satisfaction 
with the government’s bud- 
get-cutting programme for 
1997. But more important 


is that short-term interest 
rates will gradually come 
down ai about 20-30 basis 
points a month from the 
current base rate of 14.7 per 
cent 

The market has its eye set 
on the 100 billion shekels 
of cash held by the Israeli 
public, but analysts say that 
for now the rally is being 
driven by a much narrower 
class of investors. 

Eyal Kokla, of Sigma 
Securities, said mutual 
funds, the main investment 
vehicle- for small investors, 
have been the major buyers. 
But he said portfolio man- 
agers and insurance compa- 
nies have been providing 
the liquidity by buying 
units. “It’s certainly not the 
public returning to the 
bourse,” he said. 

“I think you have a good 
deal of participation by 
those who never left the 
market.... What you’re see- 
ing now is a lot of asset 
shifting.'' said Mr. Ross. 

A small number of buyers 
have had an outsize influ- 
ence because the market 
has a comparatively small 
float and lacks liquidity. 
“The market is not only 
reacting to positive senti- 
ment but to die lack of liq- 
uidity.” Mr. Ross said, 
warning; “If foreigners 
come to the market (in large 
numbers), we won’t have 
• enough shares to sell them.” 

Analysts said it is only a 
matter of time. before the 
public returns. With interest 
rates beading lower and the 
property market in a slump, 
said Mr. Homett, stocks are 
irresistible. 

"It’s the only asset class 
that will go up,” he said 


Burger King spreads 
empire to Kuwait 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Burger King, the fast- 
food chain is to open 20 
hamburger stores in 
Kuwait in the first half of 
1997, the company has 
said. 

The oil-rich state 
would become the 58th 
country in the world to 
offer Burger King pat- 
ties, shakes and fries to 
hungry consumers once 
the first outlet opens 
there in February. 

The fast-food giant will 
convert stores belonging 
to the Al Homaizi food- 
stuff company, currently 
operating under the Hun- 
gry Bunny brandname, 
into its own restaurants. 


"Kuwait is an impor- 
tant. and well-developed 
market and’ we are 
delighted to have found a 
partner of Al Homaizi 's 
calibre to continue our 
successful expansion in 
the region,” managing 
director for Burger King 
Europe, Middle East and 
Africa, David Williams, 
said. 

The company already 
operates 26 outlets in the 
Gulf region; in Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar and 
Oman. 

All meat served in its 
Kuwaiti outlets will be 
100 per cent halal, the 
company said. 


Furnished Roof Apartment For Rent 

1. Located in Shmeisani. Fully furnished penthouse 
deluxe roof with open terraces overlooking Amman. 
Consisting of 3 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, 
large salon, modem kitchen with central heating, 
telephone, lift, satellite, parking - fireplace. 

2. Furnished apt., 2 bedrooms - 2nd floor. In the same 

building. Please call Tel: 678501 


Airports see new surge in passengers 


GENEVA (R) — World 
airports, saw a steady 
climb in passenger traffic 
during the first nine 
months of last year but 
cargo lagged behind its 
1995 growth rates, 
according to a report 
issued this week. 

The Airports Council 
International (ACD said 
that its 477 members 
around the globe had 
reported nearly 1.9 bil- 
lion travellers passing 
through between January 
and September, 6.2 per 
cent more than in the 
same period in 1995. 

ACI said all its six 
regions recorded signifi- 
cant growth, led by the 
Asia/Pacific market with 
a total of 6.9 per cent 

North America record- 
ed 6.5 per cent, Europe 
six per cent, the Middle 
East 5.4 per cent, Africa 


4.9 per cent and Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean 2.1 per cent. 

ACI director for eco- 
nomics, Paul Behnke, 
said the returns showed 
that apart from the 
expected surge in Asia 
and the Pacific they were 
good news for the indus- 
try as a whole. 

“Even the more mature 
aviation markets of 
North America and 
Europe are showing that 
the demand for air travel 
is not tapering off, a 
trend our member air- 
ports welcome as they 
’ expand to meet air traffic 
flows in the 21st centu- 
ry,” he said. 

If maintained to the end 
of the year, the passenger 
growth rate at six per 
cent would be one per 
cent higher than the fig- 
ure for the whole of 


1995. 

' Cargo moved from Jan- 
uary to September 
totalled just over 36 mil- 
lion tonnes, 5.1 per cent 
up in the first nine 
months of 1995. But in 
the whole of 1995 it grew 
six per cent over the pre- 
vious year. 

The report said 914 
million passengers 
passed through North 
American airports during 
the January-September 

E eriod, nearly 5o5 mil- 
on through’ European 
and 280 million through 
Asian airports. 

North American air- 

? orts moved just under 
9 million tonnes of 
cargo. Asian and Euro- 
pean airports each 
moved close to 7.4 mil- 
lion tonnes. 

ACI said Chicago’s 
O’Hare held its position 


as the world’s busiest 
passenger airport with 
just over 52 million peo- 
ple passing through. 2.7 
per cent up on the same 
period last year. 

It was followed by 
Atlanta, boosted by host- 
ing the summer Olympic 
games, which recorded 
nearly 48 million trav- 
ellers, Los Angeles with 
44 million and London's 
Heathrow with just over 
42 million — up 2.5 per- 
cent on the first three 
quarters of 1995. 

Busiest cargo airport 
remained "Memphis, 
which moved 1.4 million 
tonnes for an increase of 
10.2 per cent. It was fol- 
lowed by Los Angeles 
with 1.25 million tonnes, 
Miami with 1.24 million 
and New York’s Kennedy 
with 1.19 million tonnes. 


A24MAM FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING SANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 11/01/1997 



PAST 12 

HIGH — 


MONTHS 


COMPANY'S NAME 


P / 8 


NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 


no. or 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JT 


OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE PRICE 


1.230 
S.2S0 
2.950 
4. ISO 
3.000 


.860 

4.250 

2.440 

3.4S0 

1.380 


MID. EAST INV.BK. 
THK HOUSING BX. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
UNION BK.SAV.INV. 


74.2 

12.8 

19.0 

17.7 

P 


0.00 

2.88 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 


22 

7 

2 

6 ■ 

1 


44450 

17642 

72 

3590 

2250 


43981 

83729 

1B8 

13248 

3263 


1.14 

4.75 

2.66 

3.71 

1.45 


1.13 

4.80 

2.62 

3.69 

1.45 


. 01 - 
.05- 
.04- 
■ 02 - 


BAftK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 197.10 ZCSG: *0.03 


39 


68032 


150508 


2.830 

6.170 


1.830 

3.700 


JOR FRENCH INSUR. 
ALU I SR AL-ARABI 


5.4 

15.3 


10.53 

3.33 


2600 

250 


492B 

1500 


1.91 

6.17 


1.90 .01- 

6.00 .17- 


INSURANCB SECTOR TOIALS 


INDEX: 120.02 *CSG: -0.44 


10 


2897 


6519 


1.830 

1.560 

1.750 

1.2SO 

2.290 

1.200 


1.450 

1.250 

1.080 

.960 

1.690 

.820 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
I RAID ELECTRICITY 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ZARKA EDUCATION 
UNIFIED CO. 

ONION LAND DEV. 


11.3 

9.4 

9 

9 

11.2 

E 


7.36 

6.99 

0.00 

0.00 

4.72 

0.00 


8 

2 

5 

1 

42 

1 


3783 

100 

650 

1000 

18450 

50 


6155 

143 

7B0 

1030 

39291 

42 


1.63 

1.47 

1.23 

l.OS 

2.19 

.85 


1.63 
1.43 
1.20 
1.03 
2.12 
• 64 


.04- 

.03- 

. 02 — 

.07- 

. 01 - 


52HV3CS SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 113.53 *CHG: -0 


3.730 3.060 JO*T. C EMEN T FACT. 16-9 

6.000 4.950 ARAB POTASS CO. 17.0 

10.400 8.720 JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 9.9 

3.710 1.650 INDUSTRIAL COMM.AGR. 33.2 

4.730 3.040 ARAB PHARM. MANF. 19.3 

6.450 5.650 JOR. CERAMIC IHD. 7.5 

2.350 1.570 JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 8,9 

3.830 3.100 JOR. PAPER CARDS D. 16.6 

7.450 4.250 DAS ALDAHA DV.INV. 13.4 

5.800 3-130 ARAB ALUM.IND. 6.8 

.960 .450 LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 9 

1.440 1.060 ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 7.9 

,1.020 ;540 NT TONAL. INDS. 10.1 

1.600 • ’ .930 TrrKRMED.PBTRO.CHEM. 9 

1.270 -.670 JOB-. SULPBO— CHBH ’ 9 

3.250 1.440 UHIV. HODN.INDS. 5.2 

1.940 1.140 JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 16.1 

1.390 -840 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 25.0 

2.460 1.750 EL — ZAY READY HEAR P 


37 

60 

24080 

47481 




3.03 

2? 

9543 

31513 

3.33 

3.30 

.03- 

3.57 

5 

880 

4921 

5.58 

5.60 

.02* 

B. 21 

3 

220 

2149 

9.82 

9.74 

.08- 

0.00 

6 

1015 

2523 

2.60 

2.47 

.13- 

5.70 

11 

848 

2967 

3.54 

3.51 

.03- 

4.13 

3 

800 

47B8 

5.90 

6.05 

.15+ 

7. SO 

l 

250 

400 

1.63 

1.60 

.03- 

3.09 

1 

150 

4B6 

3.12 

3.24 

.12+ 

4.08 

1 

2750 ■ 

13475 

4.91 

4.90 

.01- 

8.4S 

1 

1000 

3550 

3.64 

3.55 

.09- 

0.00 

17 

12431 

7634 

.63 

.61 

.02- 

8.93 

10 

4-150 

4775 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 

8.82 

4 

2250 

1535 

.70 

. 6B 

• C2- 

0.00 

16 

6750 

7235 

1.11 

1.07 

.04- 

0.00 

1 

100 

80 

.83 

.80 

.03- 

11.76 

8 

3150 

5368 

1.73 

1.70 

.03- 

0.00 

5 

3950 

3781 

1.29 

1.28 

.02- 

0.00 

8 

4500 

4150 

.94 

.92 

.02- 

a. oo 

3 

427 

BIO 

1.91 

1.90 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR "HALS INDEX: 113.12 *CBG: -0 

26 

133 

54273 

102296 




RATO TOTAL 


INDEX: 152 

.88 ICBG: -0 

.11 

242 

149282 

306804 
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MARKET SHARE 

PRICE 
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SATURDAY 

* 

11/01/1997 




.800 

.500 

JO*!. TRADE PAC. 

13.6 

0.00 

12 

7500 

3825 

.S3 

.51 

.02- 

.890 

.700 

UNiON INV. 50* 

69.8 

0.00 

12 

55500 

11213 

.73 

.73 


.990 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

4 

11250 

5063 

.47 

.45 

.02- 

1.050 

.850 

UNITED FOB FINAN.INV 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 

425 

.88 

.65 

.03- 

.800 

.510 

ARAB POOD L MED. 

E 

0.00 

1 

300 

136 

.65 

.62 

.03- 

.690 

.450 

ARAB JNTL.INV.TRD. 


0.00 

4 

4000 

1960 

.52 

.49 

.03- 

.900 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

1 

6D0 

336 

-67 

. 56 

.01- 

.970 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMICO 

E 

0.00 

11 

9500 

4750 

.53 

.50 

.03- 

.760 

.430 

NAY TAX DIES L MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

450 

239 

.55 

.53 

.02- 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

6 

732 

541 

.75 

.74 

.01- 

.720 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. IND5. 

P 

0.00 

1 

50 

26 

.50 

-52 

.02* 

.780 

.620 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

5 

2200 

858 

.67 

.64 

.03- 

.770 

.570 

RA-T PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

14 

17523 

4241 

.60 

.60 

“ 

.770 

.390 

INTIS. ENG. 

25.3 

0.00 

19 

28200 

11562 

.43 

.41 

.02- 

1.360 

.760 

IN <5- CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

5 

3250 

2603 

.80 

-80 

“ 

.850 

.580 

PEARL SAN. P. CONV. «-■ 

S 

0.00 

3 

560 

387 

.7 2 

-69 

.04- 

.840 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

1 

100 

69 

.66 

.69 

.03* 

1.020 

.800 

AR.-U I NT. FOOD FACT. 

69.5 

0.00 

2 

450 

446 

1.02 

-99 

.03- 

1.100 

.530 

MI EAST COMPLEX 

8.1 

0.00 

30 

28700 

19806 

.72 

.69 

.03- 


AND TOTAL 


N : Llscw! during tb~ past 12 montba 
P : P/E ratio is 100 or aora 
9 : Negative P/E 

E -. Earning la zero rr m/a for the moot recent year 
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D A J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A trtriy unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR REN1 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m/ 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
, Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Pro iro io M l Quafityj in 
1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour fifan «t 
oar ibop and get:- 

• JUMBO !»*•*• 


-t Waning seryicks 

HOMHOl-HCES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

i RATING SYSThMSs 
Pi UMBING 

-TOR RENT; 

DEI. DXJ; VILLAS AND 
FLATS. (EURNISHEDi 


SECURIT1 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY | 
*NewXewSe5? 

Rates~Fax 86305 1 1 


iLsIsHHD 


* M. 



q&g™**’" 



Buk. Phone 

Swefleb tel: 823891 


crown ncm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SAUNA, JACUZZI &' 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 


TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 





FORWENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 



feppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 



TO RDUERTISE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 

- Mm u\ 

Ent. 223 


PIZZA GRANDE 

The fea/ Rabat? Jaste . 
Qourmet fXZZfl . 

We cue 0/e utry boi bpaSaju 

^fjvViVL ■ 

Try the Only i 
Jn* STUFFED PIZZA << 1 

« Temi (CNcagoSMe) 

> PANPIZZA 

^ (TMi-nllui Cnet) 

5" ITALIAN SANDWICHES ^ 
tete*Afl’..Vrsta'S. 

The Indoor Tcnw B) Tbe tun Enkne 

ASehfia - Abate 
Suparahxe H|r 

TeL 688 471 Ext 32 


. li J« n ' 1 
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Bulls become league’s first 
30-game winners 


MILWAUKEE (R) — 

Michael Jordan scored 33 
points and Dennis Rodman 
pulled down 26 rebounds as 
the Chicago Bulls became 
the National Basketball 
Association's first 30-game 
winners this season with a 
116-101 victory over the 
Milwaukee Bucks on 
Friday. 

Toni Kukoc added 20 
points. Scottie Pippen 
chipped in 19 and Rodman 
scored 16 to go with his 
season-high for rebounds 
for the "defending NBA 
champions, who improved 
to 30-4. 

Glenn Robinson scored 
35 points, Vm Baker added 
26 and rookie Ray Allen 
contributed 22 for the 
Bucks, who suffered their 
biggest loss of the season. 

The Bulls out-rebounded 
the Bucks 45-33. including 
21-7 on the offensive 
boards. 

“Tonight was my night.“ 
Rodman said. “In the first 
half we got the cobwebs 
out, in the second half we 
kicked (butt).” 

The Bucks led by 1 0 after 
the first quarter but the 
Bulls outscored Milwaukee 
59-40 in the second hall' — 
30- IS over the final 12 min- 
utes. 

In Philadelphia. Clyde 
Drexler scored 31 points. 
Hakeem Olajuwon had 26 
and Charles Barkley 
grabbed 25 rebounds as the 
Houston Rockets crushed 
the Philadelphia 76ers 120- 
99. 

“We just played well from 
the beginning to end." said 
Barkley, whose Rockets 
have won six of their last 
eight games and improved 
to a league-best 15-2 on the 
road. 

Jerry Stackhouse scored 
26 points, while rookie 
Allen Iverson had 26 and 
1 1 assists for Philadelphia, 
which has dropped eight 
games in a row and 18 of its 
Fast 19. 

In Boston. Patrick Ewing 
had 31 points and 15 
rebounds as the New York 
Knicks continued their 
dominance of the Celtics 
with a 11 1-9S victor)' in the 
opener of a home-and- 
home set. 

The Knicks have won the 
last 16 meetings between 
the teams, including 10 
straight at Boston. 

John Starks added IS 
points off the bench for the 
Knicks, who have not lost 
to the Celtics in four years. 

The Celtics look their last 
lead at 86-85 with 6:57 to 
go. but Allan Houston's 
jumper ignited a 10-0 
Knicks’ run over the next 
2:05. 

Rick Fox led Boston with 
a season-high 26 points. 

At Detroit, Grant Hill 
recorded 19 points. 10 
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Greg Minor (R) of the Boston Celtics tiies to drive past Allan Houston of the New 
York Knicks in first half NBA action in Boston. New York beat Boston 111-98 
(Reuters photo) 


rebounds and seven assists 
and Terry Mills added 18 
points as the Pistons opened 
a big first-half lead and 
cruised to an 84-78 victory 
over the San Antonio spurs.' 

Mills made a three-point- 
er to cap a 25-5 run that 
gave the Pistons a huge 47- 
23 advantage with 4:07 
remaining in the second 
quarter. Mills had 13 points 
during the run. including a 
trio of three-pointers. 

Vernon Maxwell scored 
21 points and Cory 
Alexander added 1 8 for the 
Spurs, who have lost four 
straight games following a 
season-high three-game 
winning streak. 

In Phoenix, Wesley 
Person scored 27 points and 
pulled down a career-high 
15 rebounds as the under- 
manned Suns downed the 
Charlotte Hornets 102-90. 

Kevin Johnson added 20 
points and 13 assists and 
Mark Bryant had 14 points 
for the Suns, who had only 
nine players available after 
trading Robert Horry and 
Joe Kleine to the" Los 


Angeles Ltikers earlier in 
the day. 

Six of the nine players 
who played scored in dou- 
ble figures for the Suns, 
who -snapped a five-game 
losing streak! 

Glen Rico had 25 points 
and Anthony Mason added 
17 points and 18 rebounds 
for the hornets. 

At Washington, Chris 
Webber's tip-in with 1:46 to 
play snapped a tie and Chris 
Whitney sank a pair of free 
throws with 3.6 seconds left 
as the Bullets edged the Los 
Angeles Clippers 102-9S. 

Webber finished with 25 
points and Calbert Cheaney 
added 22 for Washington. 

Rod Strickland and Juwan 
Howard each missed free 
throws in the final 21 sec- 
onds that could have put the 
game away for the Bullets. 
Los Angeles then blew a 
chance to tie the game 
when Eric Piatkowski 
missed a layup with four 
seconds left. 

In Denver. Reggie Miller 
scored IS points and Rik 
Smits and Antonio Davis 
added 1 6 apiece as the 


Indiana Pacers climbed 
back to the .500 Marie with 
a 108-89 romp over the 
Nuggets. 

Smits was starting just his 
second game of the season 
after missing the first 30 
following surgery on both 
his feet in September. 

Laphonso Ellis scored 14 
points and Danin Ham 
added 13 for the Nuggets, 
who have lost six of their 
last seven games and are a 
league-worst 4-13 at home. 

In Los Angeles, ShaquilJe 
O’Neal had 34 points and 
Eddie Jones added 25 as the 
Lakers beat the Miami heat 
94-85 for their 1 1th straight 
home victory. 

O’Neal had seven points 
during a pivotal 18-4 run by 
Los Angeles early in the 
fourth quarter and tied a 
persona] best with his 26th 
consecutive game of at least 
20 points. 

Alonzo Mourning led 
Miami with 31 points while 
PJ. Brown and Tim 
Hardaway finished with 14 
apiece. 


Tyson-Holyfield rematch could be May 3 


NASHVILLE l API — Mike 
Tyson will not take u tuneup 
tight before his rematch 
with Evander Holyfield, 
which could be held as early 
as May 3 at the MGM grand 
hotel in Las Vegas. 

Sources close to the event 
say May 3 is the working 
date for the rematch, 
although it could be moved 
back a week or two at 
Holy fie Id’s request. 

Promoter Don King said 
Friday that Tyson will not 
fight on a March 15 card 
that will now be headed by 
IBF heavy-weight champion 
Michael Moorer. and 
instead will go directly into 
a may fight against 
Holyfield. 

“I'm working on the date 
now.” said King, in 
Nashville to promote a 


Saturday fight card featur- 
ing four world title bouts. 

Holyfield's promoter. 
Dino Duva. said the WBA 
champion would prefer a 
June rematch, but was will- 
ing to compromise and fight 
in May. 

There had been specula- 
tion that Tyson would fight 
once before the rematch, but 
that might have been risky 
because he would have had 
to face a highly rated con- 
tender in order to satisfy 
terms of Tyson’s six-fight 
deal with the MGM Grand 
Hotel -casino. 

The hotel reportedly was- 
n't willing to use one of its 
remaining two dates for 
Tyson to fight an inferior 
opponent simply to get his 
confidence hack. 

"I don’t think King wanted 


to risk Tyson getting beat 
either” Duva said. 

A MGM spokesman 
declined comment on the 
May 3 date, but it is known 
that the date is a preferable 
one for the hotel. 

Duva said Holyfield will 
get a record purse for the 
rematch of his Nov. 9 win 
that was one of the biggest 
upsets in heavyweight box- 
ing history. 

Tyson got S30 million for 
the" firsl fight, while 
Holyfield was paid SI I mil- 
lion. This time, Holyfield 
will get this bigger purse. 

Tm not at liberty to say. 
but it will be the biggest 
individual purse in History" 
Duva said. “It will be more 
than Tyson gets.” 

After Holyfield stopped 
Tyson to win the WBA tide, 


speculation was that Tyson 
would take a confidence 
building fight before the 
rematch. King said Tyson 
wanted to get back into the 
ring right away. 

“He wanted to fight yes- 
terday.” King said. “He 
doesn't even remember the 
first fight It was like a 
dream. He wants iL bad." 

The March 15 card, which 
likely will be held at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas, 
will feature several title 
fights and be headed by 
Moorer’ s second defense of 
the IBF version of the 
heavyweight championship. 

Although no opponent has 
been named for Moorer, he 
is likely to face little-known 
Vaughn Bean, ranked No. 5 
by the IBF. 


NBA might face sponsor cover-up 

Nike, Champion to be official outfitters 
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NEW YORK (AFP) — A new 
National Basketball Association 
(NBA) uniform contract with three 
companies could create the same 
sponsor-covering chaos suffered by 
the United States “Dream Team” at 
the Barcelona Olympics. 

The NBA has signed multi-year 
deals to make Nike, Champion, and 
Starter exclusive makers and mar- 
keters of NBA apparel. Champion 
and Nike will make uniforms for 10 
clubs each, leaving nine for Starter. 

The choices could spark controver- 
sies for non-Nike players forced to 
wear the Nike brand, such as 
Washington’s Chris Webber, who 
split with the firm over the prices 
charged for shoes bearing his name. 

“I have to find out about the com- 
plexity of the situation,” said Webber, 
who blacks out the Nike logo on the 
shoes he now wears. 

“I wonder about guys wearing 
Reebok (shoes). Does that mess them 
up? They covered their Reebok up 
during die Olympics, so I don’t 


know.” _ , 

At the Barcelona Gaines. Michael 
Jor dan and several other U.S. players 
using Nike brand covered the Reebok 
logos on their jackets during the 
medal ceremony. 

NBA officials said they did not even 
consider such conflicts of interest 
when they changed terms of the uni- 
. form deal. Champion, which has no 
shoe deals with players, had previ- 
ously supplied uniforms to all clubs - 
“I don’t see protests happening,” 
NBA properties president Rick Welts 
said. “It’s purely speculative. It has 
nothing to do with players and on- 
the-floor activities .” 

Nevertheless, Nike's 10 clubs 
include the profitable Chicago Bulls 
and the star Nike client Jordan. Other 
teams to receive* Nike uniforms 
include Webber’s Bullets, Shaquille 
O’Neal's Los Angeles Lakers, 
Toronto, Portland, Miami, San 
Antonio. Dallas. Detroit and Boston. 

Logos on uniforms will be on the 
lower left comer of jerseys, making it 


more difficult to see on television 
than logos on. similar jerseys in ice 
hockey and American football. 

But that might not be enough. 
O’Neal almost skipped the 1994 
world basketball championships 
because a rival of his soft drink spon- 
sor backed the U.S. team. 

“Among marquis players, you are 
talking about huge money” 
Washington’s Tim Legler said. “With 
what some of these guys are getting 
from these shoe companies, some of 
these guys who have to wear Nike are 
going to have an issue with it.” 

Champion will outfit Atlanta, 
Indiana, the Los Angeles Clippers, 
New Jersey, Orlando, Philadelphia, 
Phoenix, Seattle. Utah and 
Vancouver. 

Starter received Charlotte, 
Cleveland, Denver. Golden State. 
Houston, Milwaukee, Minnesota, 
New York and Sacramento. 
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IAAFto 

hear 

Capobianco 
case next 
month 


MONTE CARLO (R) — ' 
Dean Capobianco, the 
Australian sprinter facing a 
four-year ban after a positive 
test for anabolic steroids, 
will present his case to the 
International Amateur 
Athletic Federation's 
(1AAF) arbitration panel 
next month. 

The IAAF, who had asked 
for" more time to examine 
Capobianco’s evidence, 
announced on Friday the 
panel would meet on 
February 8-9 to discuss his 
claims that a positive dope ; 
test in Hengelo, Netherlands | 
in May last year could have i 
been caused by eating conta- 
minated meat. 

“I have irrefutable scientif- 
ic evidence showing the ; 
IAAF have known for years 
that athletes can test positive 
for some of their banned 
drugs simply by eating meat 
contaminated by the same 
drags,” Capobianco said 
recently. 

If Capobianco’s claim is 
accepted by the arbitration 
panel it will have serious 
implications for the world’s 
entire anti-doping system. 
Such a legal precedent 
would make it impossible to 
remove the possibility of 
reasonable doubt in fixture 
cases. Capobianco. a former 
world championship 200 
metres finalist who is 
engaged to the British hur- 
dler Jacqui Parker, has 
already spent 45,000 pounds 
(575,600) in the battle to 
clear his name. He has hired 
the same lawyer who repre- 
sented British 800 metres 
runner Diane Modahl in her 
successful fight against a 
two-year drug ban. 

The 26-year-old was 
cleared to ran in the Atlanta 
Olympics after former 
Australian attorney-general 
Bob Ellicott QC, sitting as 
an independent tribunal for 
athletics Australia, found 
him not guilty because the 
chain of custody in his sam- 
ple could not be property 
established. 

The IAAF, as in the 
Modahl case, claim their 
case is watertight and reiter- 
ated on Friday they believe 
Capobianco should not have 
been allowed to compete. 

Among the evidence 
Capobianco will present is 
the fact that the European 
Community have banned the 
use of anabolic agents on 
livestock because of fears it 
may be transmitted through 
the food chain. 
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Tim Henman of Great Britain clenches his fist after winning the mens final against 
Spain’s Carlos Moya at the Sydney Internationa] Tennis tournament at White City. 
Henman defeated Moya 6-3 6-1 (Reuters photo) 

Henman, Hingis win in Sydney * 


SYDNEY (R) — Rising British tennis star 
Tim Henman and Swiss prodigy Martina 
Hingis completed dream countdowns to the 
Australian Open on Saturday by winning 
the men's and women's finals at the Sydney 
International. 

Henman, 22, claimed his first profession- 
al title by beating Spain's Carlos Moya 6-3 
6-1 less than a week after playing in his first 
career final in Doha, Qatar. 

Hingis, in her third tour win, stopped for- 
mer American child star Jennifer Capriati 6- 
1 7-5 6-1, reclaiming the last title she won 
before her three-year absence from the 
game. 

In his second final in six days, Henman 
started as favourite against baseliner Moya, 
a 20-year-old who is one of 14 Spaniards in 
the top 100 ranked men. 

Moya made a strong start breaking 
Henman in the third game of the first set 
with powerful and precise ground strokes. 

Henman broke back decisively and domi- 
nated the match from then on, taking 1 1 of 
13 games to wrap up within 54 minutes. 
Constantly varying his pace and length, he 
closed Moya down with well-placed volleys 
from the net and some acute passing shots. 

He broke the Spaniard's service three 
times in the second set including winning 
the seventh and final game to love. 

The win will place Henman 14th or 15th 
in the rankings, making him the first Briton 
to crack the top 20 since Buster Mottram in 
1983. 

It also means that his three stated ambi- 
tions for 1997 — to make the top 20, to win 
a tournament and to become a regular final- 
ist — have already been met two weeks into 
the year. He said his substitute target would 
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be a place in the top 10. 
l He is the first British male to win at the 
■ Sydney tournament since Vaughan 
> WiJberforce eaves in 1902 — and be was 
bom in Australia. 

Henman has a first-round date with 
Australian giant Mark Philippoussis, one of 
the biggest hitters in the sport. 

The women’s final was a match full of 
resonances. Capriati, now on the comeback 
traiL, became the youngest women's cham- 
pion in Sydney in 1993 at the age of 16 
years acid nine months. 

She lost that record to Hingis, aged 16 
years and three months but with two full 
yeara of tour tennis behind her. 

It was the first time Capriati had faced the 
player who took her place as the sport’s 
youngest major star and has eclipsed many 
of her age records. 

Apart from a spell in the second set, how- 
ever. when Capriati played some beautiful- 
ly-controlled shots to come back from 1-4 # 
down to win 7-5. Hingis was dominant. 

“Four years ago she was the title-holder 
and now she’s struggling and I’m in the I 
same place — it's weird.” said Hingis, 
adding that Capriati had nevertheless 1 
played “a great match” against her. 

“I’m younger than Jennifer but right now 
I think I’m more experienced,” she said. 

Hingis is seeded fourth in the Australian 
Open, which starts on Monday, but is seen 
by many as the woman with the best c hanc e 
to beat world number one Steffi Graf of 
Germany. 

“I m still 16, 1 have nothing to lose." she 
said. 

' Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre % 

V TEL: 625155 

The Theatre is closed from ' 
Dec. 15, 1996 until the start 
of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan in order to prepare [ > 
for a new play entitled 
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!hang beats Sampras for third 
’ooyong Classic title 
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Melbourne (afp) — _ 

pefserverance is a word 
Michael Chang believes 
fbesi typifies his tennis 
! career and the tigerish 
American was at it again 
here Saturday in coming 
from behind to claim his 
third consecutive Kooyong 
Classic title. 

Chang tuned up for 
Monday's Australian Open 
with a 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 win 
over world No. 1 Pete 
Sampras in 90 minutes to 
follow up his previous tri- 
umphs over Sampras in 
1995 and Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov last year. 

Although only an exhibi- 
• tion tournament to help the 
j Ljeflding players prepare for 
1 fthe year’s opening Grand 
[slam, Chang believes by 
■ persevering he can crack his 
second major tide since his 
1989 French Open break- 
through triumph. 

Asked how another clas- 
sic victory would help him 
win die Australian Open 
after coming up short in the 
last two seasons, 24-year- 
old Chang told his post- 
match press conference: “If 
there is one word to sum up 
my career it’s been perse- 
verance. I’ve had to pre- 
server through a lot of 
filings and it’s fair to say 
that over the last couple of 
years I've got to a lot of 
majors and finals and come 
up short. 

'‘For me it’s something 
that I have to pick myself 
back up and try again. 

“I feel I have a personali- 
ty where it’s okay for me. 

, ^ it’s not something that both- 
® ers me too much. I’m not 
afraid to pick myself up and 
I’m not afraid of falling 
short 

“I have to give myself that 
opportunity and strive for 
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World number one Pete Sampras of the U.S. holds his fingers in his ears as the crowd 
cheers on his opponent Michael Chang during the final of the Colonial Classic in 
Melbourne. Chang defeated Sampras 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 to win the trophy for the third con- 
secutive year (Reuters photo) 


better things.... if first you 
don’t succeed, try, try, 
again.” 

No one can doubt 
Chang’s tenacity on the ten- 
nis court and next week he 
begins his quest for his sec- 
ond major, seeded second 
to Sampras. 

After coming off the court 
Chang discovered that his 
first round open opponent 
will be lucky loser Kris 
Goosens of Belgium, 
ranked 132 in the world. 

“Whenever you beat the 
world No.l you’ve got to 
feel pretty good so I’ll have 
a light day tomorrow ... 
physically I feel good and 
mentally I feel fresh and 
excited to see what’s in 
store for me,” said Chang. 

Similarly there are no 


problems dogging book- 
makers' favourite Sampras 
heading into the Open. 

“This week was a good 
preparation for me, I hit the 
ball pretty well, I feel fresh 
and ready to go on 
Monday,” he said. 

“The wind always gives 
me the most problems here, 
it swirls around and is very 
difficult to play, but it’s the 
same for both guys and he 
seemed to handle it a lot 
better than I did today.” 
Sampras said he knew 
nothing of his Romanian 
Dinu Peseariu first round 
opponent at the Open, but 
would scout around among 
rival players to gather some 
information on him. 

Peseariu is ranked 169 in 
the world and won his way 


Rescued British yachtsman 
mly need hospital care 
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CANBERRA (R) — 

Rescued British yachtsman 
Tboy Bullimore appeared on 
Saturday to be in worse con- 
dition than first thought, with 
the Australian government 
saying he may need to be 
treated in hospital when the 
rescue ship docks. 

“The captain of HMAS 
Adelaide reports Mr. 
Bullimore may require hos- 
pitalisation when he arrives 
on Monday” deputy prime 
minister Tim Fischer told 
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Bullimore, 56, was res- 
cused on Thursday after sur- 
viving for four days in an air 
pocket in his upturned yacht, 
battered by antarctic seas 
2,600 kms (1,600 miles) 
from Australia. 

. The Adelaide also rescued 


French yachtsman Thierry 
Dubois, a competitor in the 
same race. 

The Australian, a national 
newspaper, reported that one 
of Bullimore’s frostbitten 
fingers might have to be 
amputated. He has already 
lost part of another in an 
accident on the yacht 

He was suffering from 
hypothermia and dehydra- 
tion as the crew took him 
aboard on Thursday and 
asked for a cup of tea. 

As a search continued for 
another competitor in the 
French-organised Vendee 
Globe solo race, missing 
Canadian Gerry Roufs, 
Dubois said future events 
might have to assign a rescue 
ship to accompany the 
yachts. 
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The yachts of both Dubois 
and Bullimore capsized in 
heavy weather’ and the 
Frenchman said that would 
have to be addressed. 

Race organisers have lost 
contact with Canadian 
Roufs, who is in an even 
more remote parr of the 
ocean between New Zealand 
and South America with only 
a merchant ship searching 
for him. 

A royal Australian air force 
Orion Maritime aircraft 
saved another race competi- 
tor, Raphael Dinelli, on 
December 27 when it found 
him and dropped a life raft a 
few minutes before his over- 
turned yacht sank. 

Bullimore’s against-the- 
odds survival stoiy is now 
expected to attract commer- 
cial interest. Australian 
media quoted promotions 
experts as estimating 
Bullimore could expect to 
make A$2 million ($1.6 mil- 
lion) from his rescue, the 
closest ever to Antarctica. 

Dubois told France 2 tele- 
vision by radio be had been 
certain of dying but clung to 
life because he had not seen 
enough of it. 


through to the main draw 
via qualifying. His best 
effort in a Grand Slam is 
reaching the second round 
of the 1991 French Open. 

“1 hopefully will find 
something out over the next 
day or two, what kind of 
player he is and what he 
does, it’s always difficult to 
play someone you’ve never 
seen. 

“I’ve been in that situa- 
tion before playing guys 
that I’ve never seen before 
so you just have work your 
way into the match. 

“You take every advan- 
tage you can get out there 
as far as strategy is con- 
cerned and far as what -he 
likes to do. hopefully I’ll 
find something out.” 

Women’s 
downhill 
canceled 
for foul 
weather 

BAD KLEINKIRCH- 
HEIM. Austria (AP) — 
Foul weather forced cancel- 
lation Friday of a women’s 
World Cup downhill after 
the first seven skiers had 
completed the race. 

Heavy snow overnight 
and fog delayed the start of 
the race, scheduled to begin 
at noon, by one hour and 45 
minutes. 

But after the first seven 
skiers had finished, the fog 
thickened and organizers 
halted the race, saying two 
downhill events would take 
place on Saturday, weather 
permitting. 

A World Cup super-G 
race is scheduled for 
Sunday. 

‘The safety of the girls 
comes first, and for safety 
reasons it was impossible 
for the race to take place 
today,” said Hans Puram, 
the Austrian coach. 
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Opening lead: Three of * 

Follow the play of this hand, then 
if dedantr Adopted the best 
“Jla. 

South's jump to four chibs was 
yJo Gerbtir Convention. U8«d . 
“heaty over an opening bid of one 
°r two no trump, it asks for ace* 
•nd a continuation of fire dubs is a 
for king*. North’s response* 
Bhowod three aces and no king*, 
*hd South settled in six hearts. 


West found the open- 

ing lead of a spade. The finesse of 
the queen iost'to the king, and 
East's spade return farad oat the 
ace. Declarer the long and 

ace of diamond*, then raffed a dia- 
mond high. When the suit broke 4- 
2, declarer was an enhy short to set 
op enjoy a long diamond. 

The king and are of hearts were 
cashed, and declarer had to fall 
bach on the remaining dbanre avail- 
able — the dub finesse. That, too, 
foiled — down me. 

Declarer was unlucky to find both 
tings wrung, hat South backed the 
wrong htm. Had declarer concen- 
trated on setting tip the diamond 
suit, aJi would have been wefi. The 
first stage in the campaign was to 
play a low spade from dummy to 
the first trick, preserving dummy’s 
spade entry from attack. 

£aat can win the fii« spade with 

the jack, but has to abandon the 
suit. Beet defense is to shift to a 
dub. Declarer wnnters by rising 
with the act Alter cashing the two 
ftj gh diamonds and ruffing a dia- 
mond high, declarer continue* with 
the king of heart* and a trump u> 
the ace, then mffe another di am o n d 
high. After drawing the last trump, 
declarer can cross to the ace of 
Epadn and discard the dub loser on 
the CT tyhlMiWl diamond tn land the 

iIup- 


wV.. . ---'l -4- - l -- - ‘ - -7 I . 

326 sq.m; 3 bedrooms, maid quarter, 
telephone line, located at Um-Uthaina. 

Please call 683896 - 5510103 - 
Mobile No: 31170 

Central Heating Maintenance M 

J * Techniques 

|p for HsatiBg & Cooling Systems 

Whg Blorni ? Tel: 856019 1 821712 


Fully Furnished ^ Equipped 


Spacious apartment is newly furnished, used only one 
year, nice modem European style. 

Located opposite U.N. office Amman-Shmelsani, 2nd 
floor, nice views. Consists of: 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
family room’ with TV and fireplace, spacious living room 
with dining comer, fully equipped large kitchen, two 
balconies, central heating, lift, reliable utilities. 

Ready for tenancy now. 

Interested tenants only please call: 079-24204 
between 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 602883 l 


Australian ODen 


Sampras faces unknown 
in first round 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

World No. 1 Pete Sampras 
will open his challenge for a 
second Australian Open ten- 
nis title with a first round 
match against a mystery 
qualifier he has never even 
heard of. 

Romanian Dinu Peseariu 
battled through the qualify- 
ing rounds at the national 
tennis centre to earn the 
dubious reward of facing 
the top seed. 

Sampras, who is chasing 
his ninth Grand Slam title, 
will devote the remaining 
time before the tournament 
starts on Monday trying to 


learn more about the 22- 
year-old unknown, ranked 
169 in die world. 

Asked if he recognised 
Peseariu ’s name, Sampras 
replied: “No — I know 
nothing about him ar nil. 

“Hopefully, I will be able 
to find someone who knows 
him. It is always difficult to 
play someone you have 
never seen before as you 
have to just hit your way 
into the match. 

“I will try to get an idea 
about him because you need 
every advantage in terms of 
strategy” said Sampras, 
who won the Australian 


Open three years ago. 

Second seed and world 
number two Michael Chang 
will play another player 
unable to gain automatic 
entry in the draw, lucky 
loser Kris Goossens of 
Belgium, ranked 132 in the 
world. 

Goossens benefitted from 
the high injury toll that has 
decimated the Open, open- 
ing several more places for 
lowly-ranked players. 

“I don’t want to take any- 
one for granted,” Chang 
said after his victory over 
fellow American Sampras 
in the Colonial Classic exhi- 


bition event at Kooyong on 
Saturday. “I’ve done that in 
the pasr and got burned.” 

Russian Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov, the fourth seed, 
heads the list of late casual- 
ties after being forced to 
pull out of the Open on 
Friday with a broken hand. 

Fifth seed Thomas Muster 
also discovered the identity 
of his first round opponent 
at the conclusion of the 
qualifying tournament on 
Saturday. 

The Austrian will play 
.American qualifier Geoff 
Grant. 


A profile of the leading contenders in the n 
Open tennis championships starting Monday 

Pete Sampras, USA; Joined Jimmy Connors and John 
McEnroe as the only players to finish number one for' 
four or more consecutive years last season. Won eight 
tides in nine finals, die most by any player, including the 
U!S’ Open (beating Michael Chang), his eighth Grand 
Slain tide. Dumped out . in the third round by Australian 
Marie Philippoussis.in the shock of last year’s Australian 
Open. Had the best 1996 match record of 65-11. Power 
serve his best weapon, but has great array of ground- 
strokes and unflappable temperament Won the 1994 
Australian Open, finalist ‘95 and semifinalist ‘93. 

Age; 25. Right-hander. World ranking: 1. Grand Slams: 

8. Australian Open match record: 23-5. 

Michael Chang. USA: Relentless competitor who never 
knows when he is beaten. Finished 1996 at his all-time 
highest ranking of second in the world and finished sec- . 
ond only to Sampras with the best match record of 65- 
19. His efforts to strengthen his all-round game were 
rewarded with three titles from eight finals. Beaten by 
Boris Becker in last year's Australian Open final and by 
Sampras in the U.S. Open final. Has still to follow up hrs 
1 989 french Open tide when he was the youngest Grand 
Slam champion at 17. 

Age 24. Right-hander. World ranking: 2. Grand Slams: 

1. . 

Australian Open match record 14-4. . 

Goran Ivanisevic, Croatia: Temperamental left-hander 
wfao-bases his-game on- bullet serve and on bis day, can.. . 
be unplayable. Enjoyed his best season in 1996. winning 
five titles and reaching five other finals and was runner- 
up to Becker in the Grand Slam Cup in Munich last 
month. Finished the year with 77-26 match record, Best . 
(hand Slam performance last year was semi-finalist at 
the U.S. Open losing to Sampras. Served 1,477 aces last 
year. In seven visits best efforts are quarter-final appear- 
ances in ‘94 and ‘89. 

Age: 25. Left-hander. World ranking: 3. Grand Slams: 0. 
Australian Open match record: 13-7. 

Thomas Muster, Austria: Became the second oldest 
player at 28 to be ranked No.l for the first time last 
February and again dominated the clay court season 
winning 7 tides and finished the year at number five. 
Broke through for his first Grand Slam at the 1995 
French Open beating Michael Chang. Best Australian 
open performance was reaching the semi-final in' *89 - 
and a quarter-finalist ‘94. Fetish trainer and has 15-7 
five-set record. 

Age 29. Left-hander. World ranking: 5. Grand Slams 1, 
Australian Open match record J 8-8. 

Boris Becker, Germany: Returning as the defending 
Australian Open champion after winning his sixth career • 
Grand Slam from Michael Chang in Che final. Troubled 
by injuries last year and only played at Wimbledon apart 
from Australian Open but was forced to withdraw with a 
wrist injury during his third round match. Closed out the 
year with the Grand Slam Cup title oyer Ivanisevic in 
Munich and beads into 1997 as the active career titles 
leader with 49. Ranks second behind Pete Sampras in 
career prize money ($23.8 million). 


men’s and women’s singles at the Australian 


Commanding figure entering his 14th year on ihe circuit. 
Age 29. Right-hander. World ran kino: 6. Grand Slams: 
6 . 

Australian Open match record: 29-S. 


Steffi Graf, Germany: The dominant player in 
women's tennis winning the last six Grand Slams she 
has contested and heading into the Australian Open with 
21 career singles Grand Slams, just three short of 
Australian Margaret Court's record 24. Injuries have 
prevented Graf from playing at the last two Australian 
Opens and she is bidding for her fifth Australian title in 
nine attempts. Injuries disrupted her last year but still the 
one they have to beat over the next two weeks. 

Age 27. Right-hander. World ranking J. Grand Slams 

21 . 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario, Spain: Effervescent cam- 
paigner who lost last year to Steffi Graf in the finals of 
the French Open and Wimbledon. Bowed out of last 
year’s Australian open after a titanic battle with 
American. Chanda Rubin 16-14 in the third set of the 
quarter-finals. Finished the year ranked at number three. 
Possesses great ability to keep ball in play with her 
retrieving. 

Age: 25. Right-hander. World ranking : 3. Grand slams: 

3. • 

CoucbHa Martinez, Spain: Reached, the semifinals of 
the Ftench and U.S. Opens last year, but missed 'out on j . 
a find appearance. 

Finished year ranked fourth. She upset Graf at 
Wimbledon in 2994 to become the first Spanish woman 
to win there in the open era. Consistent from the back 
court. 

Age: 24. Right-hander. World ranking: 4. Grand Slams: 

■ 1 . 

Martina Hingis, Switzerland: Exciting 1 6-year-old 
prodigy who reached the wta championship final iu New 
York last November where she lost in five sets to Steffi 
Graf. Won tides at filderstadt and Oakland and was a 
semi-finalist at tbe U.S. Open and a quarter-finalist at 
last year’s Australian Open. Bear Jennifer Capriati to 
win the Sydney International final in tire leadup to the 
1997 Australian Open. Remarkably composed- and dis- 
plays great variety which marks her as a future No.l. 

• One to be watched over the next fortnight. 

Age: 16. Right-hander. World ranking 6. Grand Slams: 0. 


Jennifer Capriati, USA: On the comeback trail after a 
well-documented fhll from grace amid drug and stealing 
charges and tour burn-out. Barcelona Olympic champi- 
on and was a runner-up to Martina Hingis in the Sydney 
International in the leadup to the 1997 Australian open. 
Great forehand and has been working on fitness. In her 
only two appearances at die Australian Open in 1993 
and 1992 she reached the quarter-finals. Dangerous 
unseeded floater. 

Age: 20. Right-hander. World ranking 37 . Grand Slams 

0. 


1 

- Duty unpaid - 

Ford Sierra '85/1600 cc, low mileage, 
reg. service, very good condition 

Tel/Fax: 840919 


FOR RENT 

Small well-furnished apartment, 
bedroom, located at Sweifieh. 

For more information, 
please call Tel: 825470 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


JOB VACANCIES 

For highly motivated, hard working males or fenTales interested in working for a unique medical institution, ami with 
qualifications for one of the following positions: 

General Nurse: (for floor, ICU, Recovery, and OR) BSc or 2 year diploma in Nursing; at least 1 year experience in 
oncology is preferable. 

Chemotherapy Nurse: BSc or 2 year diploma in Nursing; at least 2 years experience in adult and paediatric 
chemotherapy infusion. 

Nursing Aid: Nursing Tawjihi Certificate or Nursing Diploma; at least I year experience; younger than 35. 
Physiotherapist: BSc or diploma in Physiotherapy; at least 1 year experience; English fluency. 

Respiratory Therapist: Diploma in respiratory therapy; at least 1 year experience; English fluency. 

Medical Records: 2 year diploma in medical records; at least 2 years experience; English fluency. 

Accountant: BSc or 2 year diploma in Accounting; at least 2 years experience in hospiial/patiem hilling; English 
fluency. 

Medical Secretaries: Computer skills, at least 30 words/min. in Arabic and English; English fluency; ai least 2 
years experience; experience in the medical field preferable but not necessary; younger than 35. 

Receptionist/Ward Clerk: Computer skills; English fluency; experience in admission/discharge preferable. 

Social Worker: BSc in Sociology or related fields; at least 2 year experience in social work or hospitals. 

Librarian: BSc or diploma in related fields; at least 5 years experience in libraries (preferably medical); English 
ffucncy. 

Food & Laundry: At least 2 years experience in related fields. 

Central Supply and Storage: At least 2 years experience in related fields. 

Housekeeping (cleaning): At least 2 years experience in institutional cleaning. 

Send CV and passport size picture to "Job Search." 

P.O. Box 1269, Amman 11141, or Fax 835868 

Applications must be receiv ed b y January. 25, 1997...Good Luck!! 





i2 N ews 


Jordan Times, Sunday, January 12, 



voices concern ova 





Bahrain, 
Qatar to 
sign deal 
to call off 
media war 


DUBAI (R) — Bahrain 
and Qatar. locked in a bit- 
ter territorial dispute, are 
expected to sign a memo- 
randum of understanding 
to end a war of words 
between the two small 
Gulf states, a Gulf diplo- 
matic sou.ce said on 
Friday. 

The seven-point docu- 
ment has been drafted by 
Saudi Arabia. which 
heads a four-state media- 
tion committee, he said. 

“Besides discouraging 
the negative media cam- 
paign. it (the document) 
commits the two parties to 
desist from making wild 
charges against each other 
antf use their official and 
diplomatic channels to 
express their views." the 
source told Reuters. 

“But it does not address 
the heart of the territorial 
dispute between the two 
countries." he added. 

The source said the 
memorandum of under- 
standing will be signed by 
the foreign ministers of 
Qatar and Bahrain on 
Sunday when they meet in 
Riyadh. 

Qatar and Bahrain have 
been locked for decades in 
a dispute over a cluster of 
potentially oil-rich Gulf 
islands, sandbanks and 
reefs held by Manama 
since the 1930s but also 
claimed by Doha. The two 
countries' state media 
have been engaged in a 
bitter war of words. 

Qatar has taken the case 
to the International Court 
of Justice at the Hague, a 
move staunchly opposed 
by Bahrain which insists 
on an Arab solution. 

Ties worsened further 
after Bahrain accused two 
Qataris of spying and 
boycotted the Gulf 
Cooperation Council’s 
(GCC) December summit 
to protest against Qatar's 
refusal to withdraw the 


case. 

Bahrain last month par- 
doned the two Qataris 
after a state security court 
sentenced them to three 
years in jail for spying. 

Doha granted political 
asylum to a Bahraini air 
force pilot, who defected 
to Qatar in December but 
returned his helicopter. 

On Tuesday, the foreign 
ministers of Qatar and 
Bahrain met in Riyadh, 
under the auspices of the 
GCC committee, for the 
first lime in more than a 
year to narrow their differ- 
ences. 

The source said the sign- 
ing of "the memorandum 
of understanding between 
Qatar and Bahrain in 
Riyadh will be the first 
step towards closing the 
gap between them". ~ 

“Other matters, like the 
bftdcr dispute could be 
taken up later.” he added. 

Other members of the 
mediation committee, set 
up by the GCC summit in 
Doha in December, are 
Kuwait. Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates. 



RAMADAN IN BEIRUT: A Lebanese popular singer performs late Friday in a tent especially built for 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan at a Beirut seafront cafe. The tent serves the suhour meal, the last 
before the day of fasting from dawn until dusk. Crowds of people spend the evening eating, drinking 
| tea, smoking the traditional narguile and playing backgammon at such Egyptian-style Ramadan tents 
which recently invaded Beirut (AFP photo) 


Peru poised for new talks 


to resolve hostage crisis 


LIMA (R) — Peru braced on Saturday 
for a new round of talks between the gov- 
ernment and Marxist rebels holding 74 
hostages inside Japanese ambassador's 
home in Lima as efforts to end 25-day 
crisis were stepped up. 

After nearly two weeks of stalled nego- 
tiations. Education Minister Domingo 
Palermo spoke with Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) leader 
Nestor Cerpa Cartolini on Friday to 
arrange a meeting at the besieged resi- 
dence for the weekend. 

But Mr. Palermo, chief negotiator in the 
crisis, insisted the government would 
accept nothing short of the release of all 
the remaining captives. 

“My goal is to free the 74 hostages in 
their entirety, in good health and as quick- 
ly as possible," Mr. Palermo told foreign 
correspondents who witnessed his four- 
minute. walkie-talkie conversation with 
the guerrilla leader. 

News of the renewed talks was greeted 
as a breakthrough in Tokyo, where con- 
cern was still high for about two dozen 
Japanese diplomats and businessmen held 
by the gunmen. 

The mood has changed. Until now it has 
been a stalemate, but... It seems there is 
some movement," a Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official said. 

Mr. Palermo and Mr. Cerpa were polite 
and good-humoured in their contact, 
which broke a logjam in conversations 
that has lasted since the last hostage 
releases on New Year’s day. 

Mr. Palermo also spoke by telephone 
with President Alberto Fujimori during 
his nearly three-hour meeting with corre- 
sjxmdenrs from Reuters, the Italian news 
agency ANSA. Agence France Presse and 
Mexican TV Channel ECO. 

At the heart of the talks between Mr. 
Palermo and Mr. Cerpa will be the rebels’ 
main demand that about 400 jailed com- 
rades be released. President Fujimori has 
rejected this demand. 

The MRTA have freed more than 430 of 
the hostages they seized after storming an 
exclusive cocktail party at the residence 
Dec. 17. It still holds top government and 
security force officials. Japanese busi- 
nessmen and diplomats, and Mr. 
Fujimori’s younger brother. Pedro. 

Mr. Fujimori hailed the talk with Mr. 
Cerpa as a “good sign” that raised “hope- 
ful prospects" of a bloodless end to the 
crisis. 

“We have established a bridge via 
today's radio contact." he told local radio 
station Radio Programas. 

Mr. Palermo has not met Mr. Cerpa 


since their only face-to-face encounter 
Dec. 28 when he won the release of 20 
hostages. They have stayed in contact via 
short, handwritten messages. 

He keeps Mr. Fujimori updated con- 
stantly. speaking to the president 20 to 30 
times a day. 

A senior government source said a pro- 
visional “guarantor committee” was 
being set up to supervise a possible nego- 
tiated end. The committee would include 
members of the government and “two or 
three very strong institutions or coun- 
tries.” the source said. 

Mr. Fujimori has said the rebels could be 
offered safe passage to another country if 
they laid down their arras and released the 
captives. 

About 20 MRTA rebels entered a small 
jungle village on Friday to demand food 
and spread propaganda, local radio repott- 
ed. 

In the first such action for several 
months, a rebel unit of 13 men and seven 
women, woke up residents of Palcazu in 
the central Pasco region, around dawn. 
CPN Radio said. 

They collected food, gave speeches 
about the takeover of the Japanese ambas- 
sador's residence in Lima, and painted 
slogans on walls. 

“Long live the MRTA" and ‘long live 
the takeover of the Japanese ambassador’s 
residence in Lima" read some of the slo- 
gans. according to CPN. 

The MRTA’s armed members, estimated 
to number 250 at most, are mainly based 
in Peru’s central jungle area. The govern- 
ment source said two Peruvian govern- 
ment ministers still held by the MRTA 
“want to be the last to leave. (Foreign 
Minister) Francisco Tudela said: “I want 
to go out last. Tell the president not to 
worry." 

He added that despite early reports the 
rebels numbered 20 or more, “we now 
know there are only about 15 of them 
inside." 

Captive Bolivian Ambassador Jorge 
Guniucio appeared smiling and waving at 
a residence window Friday afternoon 
after his daughter persuaded police out- 
side to play some Andean folk music over 
loudspeakers for him. 

Earlier Friday, the rebels fired four shots 
in the air before dawn in an apparent 
reminder to the world of their heavily • 
armed presence. The jungle-trained rebels 
possess ARM assault rifles and grenades 
and have booby-trapped and mined the 
compound. 


Experts 


resume 

missile 


search 


in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 

United Nations weapons 
inspectors resumed on 

Saturday their search for 
banned missile components 
in Iraq, officials said. 

‘The expens are pursuing 
their mission,’' an official 
with the United Nations 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) told AFP. 

The official released no 
details on the results of the 
latest search mission, which 
began five days ago. 

Goran Wallen, director of 
the UNSCOM monitoring 
and verification center here, 
said on Monday that the 
inspectors were monitoring 
Iraqi excavations at one site 
outside Baghdad. 

He said they were looking 
for new missile remains and 
documents. 

The searches are aimed at 
finding engine parts from 
Soviet-made Scud missiles 
which were not included in 
an inventory Iraq gave to 
UNSCOM. prompting sus- 
picions Baghdad is still hid- 
ing between six and 16 mis- 
siles. 

The 10-member inspection 
team is expected to stay until 
the end of January. 

The U.N. Security Council 
last month urged Iraq to stop 
preventing U.N. inspectors 
from transferring nearly 130 
engines for Scud missiles to 
the United States for study. 
The analysis would allow 
UNSCOM to deduce how 
many Scuds Iraq retained 
after determining whether 
the engines now stockpiled 
at UNSCOM offices in 
Baghdad were imported 
from Russia or made in Iraq. 


Saudi dissident in London says he 
is broke and is using family funds 


LONDON iR) — The London-based 
Saudi dissident Mohammad A! Masari. 
whose fax campaign against die Saudi 
royal family severely strained relations 
between London and Riydah. says he is 
financially broke. 

In an interview with the Guardian news- 
paper published on Saturday, the former 
physics professor said he had debts of 
more than 100,000 pounds ($168,100) 
resulting from his campaign and was liv- 
ing on state welfare payments. 

“It is not a secret. 1 am broke and I am 
not going to lie about it. I have had to use 
some of my family's money to keep my 
movement going,” Mr. Masari said. 

“I still owe about 50.000 pounds to my 
lawyer, who fought my deportation case. 
Then there is about 10.000 to 15.000 
pounds owed to British Telecom ’and 
another 30,000 to feature fax for- lending 
out our faxes. I simply have no "way to pay 
them,” he said. 

Mr. Masari 's Committee for the Defence 
of Legitimate Rights was the first opposi- 
tion group to emerge in Saudi Arabia and 


bombarded the kingdom with up to 2.000 
faxes a week. 

His activities enraged the Saudi royal 
family and when Britain's arms manufac- 
turers expressed fears for their lucrative 
contracts with the kingdom, the British 
government tried to deport him. An immi- 
gration appeals court ruled last year he 
could stay in Britain for another four 


years. 

Since then one of Mr. Masari 's main 
allies has formed a rival group and Mr. 
Masari has lost the support of many liber- 
al Britons over remarks last july calling 
for the annihilation of Jews. 

He also angered potential supporters last 
year by supporting what he called the 
intellectual arguments behind a bomb 
attack in Dhahran in June that killed 19 
U.S. soldiers. 

Mr, Masari told the Guardian that he sdli 
receives S some funds from Britain’s 
Muslim community and had a relation- 
ship with a militant British Muslim group 
called A1 Muhajoroun. 


Velayati accuses Iraq of 


contradictory approach 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati on Saturday accused Iraq of being contradicto- 
ry in efforts to improve relations between the two coun- 
tries, which were at war during most of the 1980s. 

“We are noticing a contradiction in the words and the 
actions of different Iraqi leaders," he told Radio Tehran. 

“In official interviews and in private Iraqi leaders 
express their desire to develop Iraq’s relations with Iran 
but they say the opposite in their public declarations 
and to the press.” Mr. Velayati said. 

“The pursuit of this policy proves the existence of 
instability in political decisions and on the subject of 
developing relations with its neighbours.” 

Iraq and Iran are facing increasingly bleak prospects 
for reconciliation after two attacks in Baghdad which 
have been blamed on Tehran and a continuing dispute 
over prisoners of war from their 1980-1988 conflict 
Baghdad has blamed Tehran for a mortar attack on 
Tuesday against the Baghdad offices of Iranian oppo- 
sition group Mujahedeen-e-Khaiq, but Iran has dis- 
missed the accusations as unfounded. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's son Uday also 
pointed the finger at Iran after the attempt on his life on 
Dec. 12. 



quick 


Peres calls for 
Hebron agreement 
to ward off violence 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
opposition leader and for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres urged Saturday a 
quick deal on Hebron to 
avoid further violence. 

“We have to proceed 
quickly, because it would be 
dangerous to give partisans 
of violence and terrorism, 
who could act at any 
moment,- the chance to 
threaten the entire peace 
process," Mr. Peres told 
Israeli radio during a visit to 
Paris. 

Mr. Peres met Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat in 
Paris during a U.N. forum 
on the late French President 
Francois Mitterand. 

“I found Yasser Arafat to 
be very serious and con- 
cerned about continuing the 
negotiations” said Mr. 
Peres, architect of the peace 
accords with the 
Palestinians and current 
Labour Party leader. 

“Yasser Arafat told me his 
is demanding an implemen- 
tation to the letter of foe con- 
cluded Hebron accords, par- 
ticularly foe issue of com- 
pleting' Israel’s military 
redeployment on the West 
Bant” Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Arafat accused Mr. 
Netanyahu on Friday of 
“sabotaging foe peace 
process” by demanding a 
two-year delay to complete 
Israel’s military pull-back 
from foe occupied West 
Bank. 

Hebron talks stalled this 
week over Palestinian insis- 
tence that Mr. Netanyahu 
respect an already agreed 
upon timetable and with- 
draw Israeli troops from 
most of foe West Bank by 
September this year. 

Netanyahu wants the post- 
Hebron redeployments 
dragged out until May 1999 
— when foe two sides are 
due to complete a final stage 
of negotiations on a perma- 
nent peace settlement — and 
U.S. peace envoy Dennis 
Ross has offered a compro- 
mise date of late 1998. a 
proposal rejected by foe 
Palestinian side. 

Mr. Arafat said on Friday 
foe building of Israeli settle- 
ments in Palestinian territo- 
ries threatened Middle East 
peace and urged foe world to 
save the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat, addressing a ' 
Paris seminar in tribute to 
Mr. Mitterrand, said the set- 
tlements were making foe 
principle of land for peace 
an empty slogan. 


Accusing Mr. Netanyahu 
of procrastinating on imple- 
menting the accords on 
Palestinian autonomy, he 
said the world should be 
aware of the danger. 

“Peace is in danger. We 
must act to save foe peace 
process from collapsing." 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
voiced confidence that 
Israelis and Palestinians 
would reach agreement as 
both recognised peace was 
their only option. 

“What we have solved so 
far is an indication of what 
we can solve in foe future ” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres, 
embraced warmly before 
taking their seats at foe sem- 
inar Mr. Peres referring to 
Mr. Arafat in French as 
“mon arm” (ray friend). 

Both paid tribute to 
Mitterrand as a pioneer of 
Middle East peace wbo saw 
through foe complexities of 
Middle East conflict, and 
voiced confidence, as 
Mitterrand had. that peace 
would prevail despite the 
current difficulties in foe 
peace process. 

“(Mitterrand) was sure foe 
peace agreement would 
gather force and neither of 
foe two sides would have foe 
strength to pull it down.” 
Ml Peres said. 

Mr. Arafat recalled 
Mitterrand’s ground-break- 
ing speech to the Knesset in 
1982. when he called on 
Israel to open dialogue with 
the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), and 
Mr. Arafat’s official audi- 
ence at foe French presiden- 
tial palace in 1989. 

“(Mitterrand) was one of 
these great politicians whose 
realism can turn a dream 
into a vision.” he said. 

Mr. Peres recalled that 
Mitterrand warned him 
against continued occupa- 
tion of Palestinian territo- 
ries, telling him: “Don’t 
think you can have an 
enlightened occupation.” 

He said foe late French 
leader had been careful 
throughout his 14-year rule 
to alienate neither Israelis 
nor Palestinians. 

The Israeli Labour leader, 
a long-time friend of foe 
socialist Mitterrand, emo- 
tionally concluded: “We will 
always cherish a man who 
could see foe morrow of our 
lives and see that foe future 
is a consequence of foe 
future rather than a continu- 
ation of foe past.” 


Russia condemns Turkish 
threat over Cyprus deal 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia Saturday condemned Turkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu Ciller’s threat of military action 
against Cyprus if foe Greek-Cypriot authorities deploy new 
Russian anti-aircraft missiles. 

“In both essence and form, this statement by Tansu Ciller 
was expressed in the worst cold war traditions that have sunk 
into oblivion,” a senior Russian Foreign Ministry official 
told Interfax news agency. 

Ms. Ciller warned Friday that Turkey “will not remain idle 
and allow the island (of Cyprus) to be transformed into a 
powder-keg.” 

She said Thrkey would “do what is necessary, even if that 
means strikes," in response to any deployment of foe s-300 
missiles, a contract for which was signed on Jan. 4 by Greek- 
Cypriot ministers and representatives of foe Russian state 
arms giant Rosvooruzheniye. 

The Russian Foreign Ministry official insisted that Cyprus 
had every right to take steps to maintain its defences. 

“The contract to supply S-300 missiles, which are purely 
defensive, is fully in tine with the U.N. Charter and in no 
way upsets the balance of power in foe region." he told 
Interfax. 

The United States and Britain have warned that deploy- 
ment of foe missiles will lead to an arms build-up under- 
mining efforts to end foe 23-year division of Cyprus (see 
related stories on page 2). 

Turkey’s senior general is to visit Cyprus next week on the 
heels of foe warnings by Ankara that it would take military 
action if Greek Cypriots go ahead with foe plans to deploy 
missiles. 3 

Turkish newspapers also reported that foe government was 
considering blocking foe straits of Turkey, Bosphorus and 
Dardanelles to prevent foe Russian anti-aircraft missiles 
from reaching Cyprus by ship. 

Ankara may also build naval and air bases in foe northern 
fond of Cyprus under its control as a retaliatory measure 
and set up a radar jamming system to disrupt foe S-300 mis- 
siles, foe papers added. 

Turkish mititary Chief of Staff General Ismail Hakki 
Karadayi is to arrive Monday in Nicosia for a two-day visit 
accompanied by senior officers, foe Turkish Foreign 
Ministry announced, without elaborating. 

The general was invited by Rauf Denktash, foe head of foe 
breakaway Turkish republic of northern Cyprus, which is 
recognised only by Ankara. 

Gen. Karadayi’s visit corresponds with that of U.S. envov 
Cavanaugh, who is expected in Cyprus on Sunday hi 
a bid to reduce mounting tensions on foe island over the 
decision by Grcek-Cypnot authorities to buy foe missile. 
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German jailed fop 


snake smuggling^ 


WASHINGTON (R)S 
U.S. judge handed do w* 
the stiffesi ever jail terin 
for reptile smu'gjlii^ 
sentencing a German.man 
to almost four yearns* 
conspiring to smuggle 
hundreds of endangered 
snakes and tortoises into 
the U.S. and Cariada. 
Wolfgang Michael Kloe 
of Raenberg* Germany 
was sentenced . in 
Orlando. Florida, - to 46 
months in prison, , after 
pleading guilty last 
October to conspiracy, 
smuggling, money laun- 
dering and attempted 
escape. Simon David . 
Harris of Blairgowrie, 
South Africa, was given 
three years probation for 
smuggling Madagascan 
tree boos and spider tor- 
toises into Florida from 
Frankfurt. Germany in 
August 1996. The ani- 
mals were discovered 
when a customs service 
officer at Orlando inter- 
national airport felt some- 
thing stirring inside 
Harris' suitcase, the 
Justice Department said. 


Branson sees 
second balloon trip 


LONDON (Rj — British 
tycoon Richard Branson 
will have one more go at 
flying round the world by 
balloon and then give up 
dangerous adventures — 
unless he has a chance to 
go into space. Branson, . 
46. who had to abandon 4| 
his first balloon circum- 
navigation attempt on 
Wednesday after less than 
24 hours because of tech- 
nical problems, told the 
Sun newspaper in an 
interview published on 
Saturday that his family 
wanted him to try again. 
“I’ve discussed it with 
my family and they’re 
behind me all the way," 
he said. “This will be my 
last adventure — unless I 
can get into space." 
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Morris says Clinton 
thought Powell 
could beat him 


NEW YORK (R) — 
President Bill Clinton 
was terrified at foe 
thought of retired General 
Colin Powell running for 
president, telling confi- 
dants “he’ll run a great^i 
campaign and he’ll beat" 
me bad," . Clinton’s for- 
mer top political adviser 
Dick Morris says in a new 
book. Morris." who quit 
the 1996 campaign in 
August after being 
involved in a sex scandal 
also says in the book that 
Clinton thought his 
Republican opponent Bob 
Dole was “an evil, evil 
man." Morris added that 
Clinton was completely 
committed to doing ali he 
could to make Vice 
President AI Gore foe 
Democratic Party’s presi- 
dential nominee in foe 
year 2000. 
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[Wni' R ,,ss * "ho had 
[toned !•' return to Wash- 
Wkm on Sunday otter u 
m*-Hct’lt mediation effort 
flkviiled to stay and take 
jiiin the King’s talks with 
it. Netan} ahu. 

Kin-J Hussein's helicopter 
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pJkc ears u ith sirens blar- 
e ii>v\ .mis the defence 
EBM'in where lie was 
omu’d with a warm, two- 
isdcd handshake by Mr. 
Vnn>jhn. 

King Hussein has been a 
mi Iriend of Israel and a 
an friend of peace." Mr. 
tanuhu *aid. “I’m look- 
z forward in our conversa- 
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fte King and Mr. 
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Rebels did 
not recognise 
Fujimori's brother 




LIMA (R) — President 
AJberto Fujimori's 
younger brother Pedro 
was not recognised b: 
his rebel captors . foF 
days in Peru's hostage 
crisis, a government 
source said on Friday 
‘They only found out i[ 
was Pedro Fujimori 
when his name began to 
figure in local media as 
one of the hostages, 
said a senior govern- 
ment official, who asked 
not to be named 
Fujimori’s mother aM 
sister were also amoa? 
the more than 500 guests 
at a Japanese embassy 
cocktail party stormed 
by Tupac Ama^ 
Revolutionary Move- 
ment (MRTA) rebels 2* 
days ago. They too weig- 
apparently not d eC0 ^'l 
nised by the rebels ae? 
freed within hours vri® 
all the women and elder- 
ly captives. 


£A2A CITY i AFP) — 
President Yasser 
sa| d Sunday he has a 
cam ui a regional economic 
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